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Message

The years 2020 and 2021 have been traumatic for all of us. Some of us have lost our near
and dear ones. Some have lost their jobs. We have all been banished to our homes. The
little pleasures of life such as meeting friends over a cup of tea have become such an
adventure. We have been groping in the twilight of hope and despair, not knowing when we
can once again see the blue sky.

But mankind has survived for more than 200,000 years notwithstanding disasters of colossal
proportions, natural as well as man-made. So let me start by wishing all of you a bright New
Year, 2022 — a year of health, happiness, creativity and success. Through the gloom and
uncertainty of today, we should chart our course of action for tomorrow as the Alumni
Association of Utkal University.

We are particularly fortunate to have amongst us two of our star members adorning the two
most important positions in the field of higher education, namely, Shri Dharmendra Pradhan,
Hon’ble Minister for Education and for Skill Development and Entrepreneurship, Government
of India, and Shri Arun Kumar Sahoo, Hon’ble Minister for Higher Education, Agriculture &
Farmer Empowerment, Fisheries and Animal Resources Development, Government of
Odisha. They have contributed immensely to the growth of the Association at its birth and
during in its infancy by their active support and encouragement.

Thanks to the effort of some members, we have been able to enrol more than 130 members
in the Association. For the mother of all Universities which has celebrated its platinum jubilee,
this number is a drop in the ocean. | would appeal to all the members and the alumni who are
all over the globe to come together and assist our alma mater and the students to achieve
global standards of education. Here are some of our activities over the last two years and our
plans for the New Year.
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We are very thankful to the Madam Vice Chancellor for setting up a core group of Professors
to connect with the alumni. We place on record our deep sense of appreciation for the
enthusiastic support we have been receiving from the Honourable Vice Chancellor and from
the members of the Alumni connect in all our activities.

Our distinguished alumni have been delivering talks every month under the programme,
“Meet the Alumni”, on various topics such as nano sciences, meteorological studies, advanced
physics, literature, art and culture,and so on. They have promised help in setting up
collaboration with foreign Universities, formulation of new courses, summer placements for
students etc.

The Association has taken a number of steps to keep the campus free of single use plastic.
Eco clubs have been formed in different Departments to enlist the support and participation
of students in keeping the campus clean and green. Mega camps have been held from time
to time in which all the residents of the campus have participated in a mission mode.

Plantation of fruit bearing and shade giving trees has been taken up in the hostels and other
public places within the campus. It is heartening to note that the survival rate of the plants
has been appreciable which proves that there is a sense of ownership of the plants among
the inmates.

Career counselling sessions have been taken by our distinguished alumni. Steps have been
taken for sensitizing the alumni and faculty for mentoring the students. Spoken English
sessions have been held.

We would like to expand our activities in the New year too. While our efforts for improving the
physical environment of the campus will continue, we will reach out to the alumni and utilize
the unique position that they hold in their respective institutions to enrich the intellectual
capital of the University.Specific programmes will be conducted for career opportunities in
various sectors such as Banking, Financial Services, Insurance, Hospitality, Retail etc. We
would also like to assist the students in their preparation for the various competitive
examinations.

The Alumni Association will lend its support to the University in making the campus life more
vibrant. Be it sports or cultural activities or matters relating to current affairs, the experienced
members would like to contribute towards a continuous stream of activities round the year.
This is, however, subject to the guidelines issued by the Government and the University
authorities relating to physical gatherings in the wake of the pandemic.

We will soon be engaging with the University authorities to create a shelf of projects for
improving the physical infrastructure of the campus based on which we intend organizing a
CSR conclave with the help of the distinguished alumni in the corporate world for fulfilment
of the objectives.

We also plan to hold a mega placement camp for the students by enlisting the support of our
alumni. This is, however, subject again to the vagaries of the pandemic and the travel
restrictions which it entails.
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We are happy to note that the University has set up a Centre for Innovation and Incubation in
order to foster a spirit of enterprise among the students. The Association would be eager to
connect its vast network of alumni to the budding entrepreneurs for various types of assistance.

The lofty objectives set before ourselves cannot be achieved unless the Association builds
up a sizeable corpus fund for the purpose. We are grateful to Shri Dharmendra Pradhan,
Hon’ble Minister for Education and Skill Development, for being an early contributor to the
corpus. Similar gesture by the other members of the alumni will greatly enhance the capability
of the Association to fulfil its tasks for the betterment of the University.

The Alumni of Universities in the advanced countries have played very significant role in
shaping the future of the institution. The IITs have also set up a similar tradition in our country.
But the other Universities have by and large not been able to take advantage of their alumni.
Itis high time we came forward to extend our support and cover our University with glory. This
would be our humble tribute to the alma mater for making us what we are.

B. K. Patnaik
President
Alumni Association
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EDITORIAL

Dear Friends,
A Very Happy New Year to all of you.

We have great pleasure in presenting to you the second edition of Utkalayana, the eMagazine
of The Aumni Association of Utkal University. We do hope that you have enjoyed the inaugu-
ral edition published in August, 2021.

New Year is the time to look forward to good times with hope in heart and smile on the lips.
With the joy of Christmas still keeping the spirits aglow, the soul yearns for bliss and fulfilment.
Hopefully the horrors of the past year will recede to the pages of history and the coming year
will bring joyful tidings to every home. The worst of Corona should soon be over and the
human race is probably witnessing the dying embers of a dreadful curse.

New Year is also the time to renew our pledge to give, share and rejoice in the spirit of
humanity. What better way to do it than recollecting a masterpiece of a story? We take the
liberty of reproducing it, with the hope that you will enjoy it as much as we did,

The Inverted Cross
Sreekumar K

All her children, three boys and two girls, her annual productions, had gone to bed. No, not to
bed since there was no bed, but torn wall posters spread around where the foot path was the
widest. The wall posters showed the famous movies stars and every night there was a fight
on who slept on whom.

On a chilly night like this no one likes to see a leper, more so if he is walking towards you and
even more so if the only place you can withdraw into, your own house, happens to be a sheet
of plastic stuck on a single pole much shorter than you. That was the predicament she found
herself now.

She knew he was a leper, his limbs were all bandaged, a bundle under his arm, a begging
bowl in his hand. On the other hand he had a short piece of reed with a few holes burned into
it, almost a flute which made his a street entertainer, one of the many who wander around in
the city. He came in and beyond him the sky lit up with the fireworks going up near the
church. She wanted to wake up her children to see that. It was Christmas eve.

“Jesus! It is so beautiful,” she exclaimed.

The leper also turned back to look at the sky and turned back with an expression of cynical
disdain. She stood outside the hut as if it was not hers at all. He may look around and go
away. She herself had nothing; a beggar, even on a Christmas night as this was unwelcome
and there was nothing unfair about it.

But he rudely went past her and sat down. Now what! Sing a carol song for nothing? Not bad!
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He took a few loaves of bread from his cloth bag and the children who were fast asleep jumped
up and stood around him. When you are hungry, food has such a strong aroma.

Each of them got a loaf and they sat down munching it. He took out his flute and played a
tune.

The children seemed to have heard it before. He asked them whether they would like to hear
stories. They said yes. He gave them the choice of a subject. One of them put up his half
bitten loaf of bread and said he wanted to hear a story about bread. He told them the story of
how Christ fed five thousand people with just five loaves of bread. He added that it is no
miracle. Tongue in cheek, he told them, it would have been a miracle, had he made five
people eat five thousand loaves of bread, even five hundred would have been impressive.
The children were so hungry that one of them said it might be possible for them to finish five
thousand loaves. But one of them smelled the bread doubtfully and said, “Not this kind of
bread.”

He told them the story had another meaning. The woman was also attentive now.

“See, me, a stranger comes in and gives you a loaf each. When you grow up and be like your
mother or me wouldn't you do the same for other children. Now if each of you do it ten times
that will be fifty people fed. Now they too may do it and in no time you have fed five thousand
people with five loaves of bread since that was how it all started.”

The woman was moved. She didn't expect this. Jesus! This man was something.

The children also agreed. He was about to go. He got up. Tuned around and asked the
children why don't they have a Christmas tree. He asked for a cross lying in the corner of
their hut. The eldest one had made it when he attended a free carpentry workshop. He
planted it upside down outside the hut right on the pavement and asked them to decorate it
with whatever they could find.

So saying he hugged the woman and walked away to cross the street.

She didn't appreciate him hugging her like that in front of the children, he being a stranger,
though older than her dead husband and younger than her father.

He was now crossing the street and she was looking at the children trying to decorate the
upside down cross like a Christmas tree. She felt hurt to see the cross planted upside down.
It was an unholy act on a Christmas night like this, or any day for that matter.

A car was speeding down the street zigzagging with some people coming back from the
Christmas party. It was pretty dark and she couldn't see what was happening.

Had he crossed....? She held her breath............
“Jesus!”

The car had passed by. From the other side, the man asked her something, his hands cupped
around his mouth. Still he wasn't loud enough. She shook her head from side to side to say,
she didn't need any more bread.
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But she was not sure that was what he had asked her. But he had gone. It was only later that
she figured out his exact words.

“Did you call me?"

(Excerpted from the 100th edition of the eMagazine LiteraryVibes http://
www.positivevibes.today/article/newsview/365)

And we can't resist the temptation of sharing another heart-warming story narrated by
Katherine Hepburn, the famous Diva of Hollywood:

“Once when | was a teenager, my father and | were standing in line to buy tickets for the
circus.

Finally, there was only one other family between us and the ticket counter. This family made
a big impression on me. There were eight children, all probably under the age of 12. The way
they were dressed, you could tell they didn't have a lot of money, but their clothes were neat
and clean. The children were well-behaved, all of them standing in line, two-by-two behind
their parents, holding hands. They were excitedly jabbering about the clowns, animals, and
all the acts they would be seeing that night. By their excitement you could sense they had
never been to the circus before. It would be a highlight of their lives.

The father and mother were at the head of the pack standing proud as could be. The mother
was holding her husband's hand, looking up at him as if to say, "You're my knight in shining
armor." He was smiling and enjoying seeing his family happy.

The ticket lady asked the man how many tickets he wanted? He proudly responded, "I'd like
to buy eight children's tickets and two adult tickets, so | can take my family to the circus.”
The ticket lady stated the price. The man's wife let go of his hand, her head dropped, the
man's lip began to quiver. Then he leaned a little closer and asked, "How much did you
say?" The ticket lady again stated the price.

The man didn't have enough money. How was he supposed to turn and tell his eight kids
that he didn't have enough money to take them to the circus? Seeing what was going on, my
dad reached into his pocket, pulled out a $20 bill, and then dropped it on the ground. (We
were not wealthy in any sense of the word!) My father bent down, picked up the $20 bill,
tapped the man on the shoulder and said, "Excuse me, sir, this fell out of your pocket."

The man understood what was going on. He wasn't begging for a handout but certainly
appreciated the help in a desperate, heartbreaking and embarrassing situation. He looked
straight into my dad's eyes, took my dad's hand in both of his, squeezed tightly onto the $20
bill, and with his lip quivering and a tear streaming down his cheek, he replied; "Thank you,
thank you, sir. This really means a lot to me and my family."

My father and | went back to our car and drove home. The $20 that my dad gave away is
what we were going to buy our own tickets with. Although we didn't get to see the circus that
night, we both felt a joy inside us that was far greater than seeing the circus could ever
provide.

That day | learnt the value to Give. The Giver is bigger than the Receiver.
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If you want to be large, larger than life, learn to Give. Love has nothing to do with what you are
expecting to get - only with what you are expecting to give - which is everything.

The importance of giving, blessing others can never be over emphasized because there's
always joy in giving.

Learn to make someone happy by acts of giving.”
~ Katharine Hepburn

Friends, we are sure you must be having many such inspiring stories to share, including your
own pieces of writing. Please send them to us for including in Utkalayana. We hope you will
enjoy the articles in the current edition. Please send your feedback and your articles to
utkalayana@gmail.com

Looking forward to meeting you all again in April, 2022 with the next edition of Utkalayana.

With warm regards,
Editorial Board
Utkalayana
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GUIDELINES FOR UTKALAYANA

1.

10.

11.

12.

Utkalayana will be published as an eMagazine in the first week of each quarter, i.e; in
January, April, July and October.

It will be bi-lingual - articles in Odia and English will find a place in Utkalayana.

It will host articles from the Alumni, the faculty, current students of the University and
eminent writers.

While promoting and propagating talent in literary writings such as Poems and Short
stories, Utkalayana will also encourage articles on contemporary socio-economic is-
sues and on policy initiatives particularly in the field of education. Reminiscences and
anecdotal articles on Utkal University will be welcome. Utkalayana will not publish any
article directly or indirectly promoting political agenda, or conflicts on caste, community
or regligious lines.

Since it is an eMagazine which will be mostly read in hand held electronic instruments,
articles should be ideally of small size, preferably around 1000 words.

All efforts should be made by the contributors to ensure that the language of the articles
should not be offensive, or indecent in any manner.

The deadline for submission of the articles will be the 10th of the previous month in
which the magazine is going to be published. For example, for the edition to be pub-
lished in the 1st week of January, the deadline will be the 10th of December.

All submissions should be accompanied by a passport size photograph and a short
biodata of the writer. The biodata should be limited to fifty words and should clearly
mention the years and the Department in which the contributor studied in the university.

All the articles should be sent to utkalayana@gmail.com Only articles sent in MS Word
documents will be accepted.

All feedback and suggestions should be sent to the Editorial Board at
utkalayana@gmail.com

Decision of the Editorial Board in selection and editing of the articles will be final.
The views and opinions expressed in the articles will be entirely and unequivocally of

the writer. Neither the Editorial Board of Utkalayana nor the office bearers of the UU
Alumni Association will be responsible for them in any manner.
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Unseasonal Pineapple
Bijay Prasad Mahapatra*

Bijay Prasad Mahapatra

The neighbours, the relations, and even
Mithi's parents, brothers and sisters all
seemed to have come to the same conclu-
sion: Mithi would pull through only if her old
grandmother died. As days passed with no
perceptible deterioration in the old lady's con-
dition, their desperation mounted.

Although nothing was said within earshot of
the old lady, she had begun to sense it all.
The children had taken to repeating to her
every morning: "Granny, pray to God to put
an early end to your suffering!" A couple of
days ago the second grand-daughter had
stopped in the middle of her history lessons
and told her: "Granny, do you know what they
did to old people in the olden days? They
were shoved into big earthen jars and buried
alive in the fields." The old lady was shocked:
"Really!" The grand-daughter had blithely
prattled on: "Yes. Many jars containing their

K K Mohapatra

remains have been excavated..." The
grandmother's lips had twisted into a bitter
smile: "That was a wonderful thing to do — to
bury the old alive! What else could be done
to them if they refused to croak? As a matter
of fact, my dear, no human being should be
allowed to live to a ripe old age.”

After dinner one night her son and daughter-
in-law came and sat with her for awhile. "Let
me give you a massage," said the daughter-
in-law, handing her a tiny paan with just a
pinch of tobacco and finely sliced areca nut.
Before the old lady could say no, the daugh-
ter-in-law had pulled her shrivelled legs onto
her lap and begun pressing them gently.

"Are you sleepy, Ma?" her son asked. "Did
you like the pineapple this afternoon? It's not
the season for pineapples, you know. It must
have been a little sour, wasn’t it? Remember
you said you craved pineapples?"

* Translated by K K Mohapatra, Leelawati Mohapatra and Sudhansu Mohanty
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"Did I?" The old lady sighed. "Are you sure |
said | craved pineapples?”

"See, you've plumb forgotten.”

"Oh, have I? Maybe, maybe. There are so
many things one forgets at my age." She
paused. "Yes, maybe | did say | wanted to
eat a slice of pineapple. Now that wish has
been fulfilled | hope to quickly pass away."

"Ma!" The daughter-in-law protested. "How
can you say such inauspicious words!"

"Daughter-in-law," the old lady said. "The life
of the old is like a drop of water poised on a
yam leaf. Until the last wish is fulfilled, it will
not fall off. Have I told you what happened to
my grandfather-in-law?"

The son and daughter-in-law remained silent.

"He was paralysed and bedridden for a long
time. His whole body mushroomed with bed-
sores. The blood that sometimes came out
of his nose and mouth was almost black. He
failed to recognize anyone, neither their face
nor their voice. Every second hour he drifted
into unconsciousness. But he would not die.
Often he lay so deathly still that the visitors
took him for dead. We'd rush to his bedside
and hold a mirror to his nose, and the mirror
would take nothing short of an hour to fog
over a bit. "Thank God," we'd cry out in mock
relief. "The poor dear is alive, praise God!
One day he puckered his lips as if he wished
to say something, and an experienced rela-
tion commanded us: "Find out his last wish.
As long as it remains unfulfilled, he won't
breathe his last.' His eldest son pressed his
ear to the old man's mouth and asked, Fa-
ther, what's your last wish? Is there anything
you want?' The old man's lips trembled. His
son pricked up his ear. "Can't make out a
thing," he said, shaking his head. "Perhaps
he's asking for a blackberry.' The entire area
was combed for the fruit, but it was the month
of Pausa and not a blackberry was to be
found anywhere. Meanwhile the old man re-
fused to die. Pausa passed, Magh passed
and then Phalgun — three full months. In the

month of Jaistha blackberries ripened, and
the day the old man's eldest son brought
home some ripe blackberries and put one into
his father's mouth, the old man passed away.
He didn't even wait to swallow the fruit."

The old lady fell silent. She was fast asleep.
The daughter-in-law removed her feet from
her lap and the son drew the sheet up to her
neck. Then they tiptoed out of the room, like
two dispirited cockroaches.

Mithi lay in the next room shrivelled up like a
sick kitten. She was eighteen, but who would
believe that. She was just a bag of bones.
Her mother often sobbed into the end of her
sari: "What sin did | commit in my last life?
Whose household did I destroy, whose food
did | poison? Why is my grown-up daughter
who should be in the full bloom of youth,
reduced to skin and bones?"

That was how it was — young Mithi in one
room, her old grandmother in another, both
dreadfully sick. The old lady's son wondered
how long his mother would survive, whether
she'd quickly pass away, now that she had
had a slice of pineapple. Maybe it was time
for the proverbial drop of water to fall off the
yam leaf.

The daughter-in-law tiptoed into the room and
stealthily held a mirror to the old lady's nos-
trils. The mirror misted up.

One more day had passed. Would Mithi pull
through another day? With both her kidneys
failing, her days were numbered; each pass-
ing day only made it worse. A transplant was
possible, though as a last resort, and the
chances of survival depended on the patient's
luck.

"How much will it cost?" they had asked the
doctor.

"Money is not important,” the doctor had re-
plied. "First get hold of a kidney. If someone's
willing to donate one, we could carry out the
operation right away. If Mithi is lucky, her sys-
tem may not reject the transplant.”
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But a kidney was not like hair or nails for which
there would be eager donors. Hair and nails
grow back in again, but not a kidney. Mithi's
father, mother, sisters and brother had all
backed away.

"If no one's willing to donate a kidney," the
doctor had said in the end,"take Mithi home.
Leave her to her fate. Meanwhile keep a look-
out and let us know when an old person dies
or someone meets with a fatal accident. It'll
be worth trying a kidney transplant. It'll be an
experiment, of course. If Mithi's luck holds..."
Teary-eyed, the parents had brought Mithi
home.

Back home, they went into the old woman's
room, silent, grim, and dark with despair.

"How's Mithi?" the old lady enquired. "What
do the doctors say?"

"Her kidneys have failed,” the daughter-in-
law said. "If someone is willing to donate a
kidney, the doctors might try a transplant. |
offered to give her one of mine, but your son
put his foot down. The children are too young
and need a mother to look after them, he said.
Then he offered one of his and | said no. He's
the only bread-earner in the family. That left
the children. How could we have the heart to
ask one of them for a kidney? They've their
entire lives ahead of them."

They sat in silence for a while.

"Why don't you take one of mine?" the old
lady asked.

The daughter-in-law sniffled. "Ma, you're so
ill yourself. You wouldn't survive a kidney re-
moval. Besides we’re not so shameless that
we'd broach the idea with the doctor. But they
said they can remove a kidney from some-
body who passes away, within two hours of
death. There's no certainty the transplant
would work, but it'd be worth a try."

They sat in silence again.

"Don't worry, daughter-in-law," the old lady
said. "I'm a dry leaf liable to fall off at any

moment. Alive today, gone tomorrow. May my
years be added to Mithi's!"

They looked at her — the dry leaf on whom
Mithi's life depended. Should it fall soon, Mithi
would get well. But who can tell how long it
takes a dry leaf to fall? Would Mithi survive
until then? They saw the gaunt old lady as
their only hope. Everything was in her hands.
If she earnestly desired she could pass away
that very moment, and Mithi would be up the
next, hale and hearty, very much the eldest
daughter of the family whose every footstep
had once put the blooming lotus to shame.

The night passed and the next morning the
old lady awoke and looked around. The young
grandchildren had surrounded her.

"Granny, pray. Pray to God that He may take
you soon."

She looked at them with a twinge of guilt. Why
hadn't she passed away during the night?
Why did she have to wake up alive this morn-
ing? She had had her slice of pineapple, she
had had everything she craved. Why wasn’t
she dead? Maybe tomorrow the children
would ask her the reason. What answer
would she give them?

Her son came in and stood by her bedside,
his face drawn.

"These god-forsaken oldsters!" the old lady
said, hoping that everyone around heard her.
"Their life is like a water drop on a yam leaf.
Until their wishes are fulfilled they'll stick
around. Didn't you see what happened to my
grandfather-in-law?..."

They left her alone.

In the evening the son came home with an-
other unseasonal pineapple. "Ma, remember
you said you wanted a slice of pineapple?"

The old lady's eyes filled with tears. "That's
right," she said, picking up a slice. The daugh-
ter-in-law had seasoned it with salt and chilli
powder. Her grandfather-in-law had waited
until he had a blackberry. Maybe she was
waiting for this second helping of pineapple,
and now that she had it she had no right to
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tarry longer. She should pass on right away.

Next morning she awoke with the children
crowding around her and was filled with re-
morse. "l want to see Mithi," she said with
tears in her eyes. "l want to see how she's
doing.”

"There's nothing to see, Ma," the son said.
"Mithi's no longer the girl you once knew."

But the old lady insisted, and in the end her
son picked her up from the bed and carried
her to Mithi's room.

Mithi opened her eyes and looked at her
grandmother. They smiled at each other.

"Now you may take me back," the old lady
said. "l wanted to see her just once. Now I'm
satisfied. Put me back in my bed."

At ten o'clock, when her son was ready to go
to his office, the old woman called her daugh-
ter-in-law. "Has Nilambar already left for the
office? Tell him to get me some palm fruit
kernel if he can."

The son and daughter-in-law looked at each
other. Nilambar's eyes became moist.

"Where'll | get palm fruit kernel now? It's out
of season.”

But as he stepped out of his house, he was
determined that no matter what, he would get
the palm fruit kernel somewhere.

He turned up at home unexpectedly at noon.

His wife opened the door. "What's the mat-
ter? Why've you come back at this odd hour?"

Then she noticed the palmleaf packet in his
hand.

"Got it?"

Nilambar nodded. "I had to ask our peon Dina
to cycle down to his village and get me some.
This isn't the season for it, you know."

Together they hurried to the old lady's room.

"Ma," the daughter-in-law said. "Wake up and
see. You wanted palm kernel, didn't you? Your
son has got you some. Eat them up before
they harden.”

The old lady did not respond. The water on
the yam leaf had dropped off at last.

* k kkkk k%

(First published in The HarperCollins Book
of Oriya Short Stories, HarperCollins India,
New Delhi, 1998)
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Milestone
Anjali Mohapatra

‘Ooh, God! Lucky to escape from that
wretched, junky lady! Begging is much bet-
ter than that graveyard - the orphanage!’ |
whimpered, hunching over my knees. | tried
to catch my breath. For the first time, | was
terrified at my daredevil act. ‘If | had been
caught by that witch, | would have been
beaten to death for sure! | shivered thinking
back to my attempt. My little torn-out plastic
bag was still dangling on my shoulder. | was
not certain how many clothes | packed up in
a hurry. Stretching back, | squinted at the sun.
Must be past 6:45 P.M., | guessed. By this
time | was completely drained out, my voice
numbed and my stomach was crunching like
dry leaves! | drifted my eyes all around.

Suddenly | captured a funny sight - a boy
pressed his face like a flattened balloon on
the glass window of a restaurant. | could see
only the backside of that little boy. He was try-
ing to peep through the tinted glass, covering
both sides of his head with his little palms. |

became curious. My guts said he was in no
better condition than me. His pant hung be-
low his knee, seemed oversized, and besides
that, it had so many holes with exposed nylon
threads. His curly hair looked like a heap of
woolen balls glued together, not combed for
days. | stood beside him but he was so en-
grossed, he didn't feel my presence.

‘Hey, you! What's up?’ | tapped his shoulder
gently.

He turned around frowning at me. ‘What?’ and
continued to peep through the window, ‘um,
oh! Nothing..I- I- just looking..um, the restau-
rant,” he babbled, shrugging his shoulders. He
tried to run away but | gripped his hand tightly.
‘Hey, hey, look! Not doing any harm to you,
am I? Wait a minute. I'll be your friend. Don't
run away. Listen to me, please!

| didn't know, somehow he quietened and
stood there waiting for my next question. |
sniffed a bad smell from his dress.
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| stared at his childish face. A layer of dust
brushed up on one side of his shirt. The
middle button was lost, others were tugged
unevenly. The collar was too loose for his
neck and the sleeve drooped two inches be-
low his shoulder. Must be a rejected shirt of
someone. He felt uneasy with my look.
‘What's your name?’ | asked him in a friendly
voice. He never expected such a soft ques-
tion from an outsider.

‘Punu - Punit, why?’ he asked with apprehen-
sion. ‘Oh! Nothing. Just like that.” | paused
for a second, then asked, ‘Hungry? Anybody
with you?' ‘No, no. I'm all alone, why?’

‘Ok, ok, relax Punit! Come with me. Let’s sit
on that porch,” | pointed towards a nearby
supermarket. ‘Don't worry, I’'m alone like you-
an orphan. No house, no relatives, nothing.
Come on.’

‘Oh! Street beggar - like me? Where from?’,
‘Come, come with me, then I'll tell you my story.’

Punit hesitated, gave a sharp look at me, then
said the watchman uncle won't allow us to sit
over there. ‘Hmm..I'll manage,’ | spoke to him
confidently. | desperately needed his com-
pany. | had never seen the outside world from
the confines of the orphanage. He was my
first friend after | ran away from it - my so-
called home. | was scared but hid it within.

Both of us headed to a nearby supermarket’s
porch and sat there in a corner. A few min-
utes later, the guard rushed towards us and
said in a harsh voice, ‘Hey! Get up - go. Don't
sit here. Go - go, sit somewhere else.’

Punit was well accustomed to that area.
People knew him as a street beggar and the
supermarket guard knew him very well. Join-
ing hands Punit pleaded, ‘Guard uncle,
please. Few minutes, please! My new friend!’

‘Ok, ok. Few minutes only, got it?’

As the guard walked away, | smiled at Punit.
‘Um... yes Punu, where was |I? Oh, yes! About
me. They call me Akash. Fourteen years old,

the warden told me. | don't know who named
me. | told you | have no one, just like you, all
alone. The warden told me | was dropped in
front of the doorstep when | was barely a few
months old. | have no clue why | was aban-
doned by my parents.’

Punit’s eyes swelled with excitement and very
attentively he listened to me. After my intro-
duction, he chuckled. Clapping his hands
loudly, said, ‘Oh, big brother, like me - a beg-
gar? Hi-five,” he raised his tiny hand, and |
joined happily. | ignored what he thought
about me. | asked him,

‘Hello, brother! Hungry, aren't you?’
‘Yeah! Wait, let me think.’

| draped my hand around his shoulder and
pulled him towards me, clutched him closer.
Without any complaint, he leaned against me
as if he got a warm feeling. Suddenly | no-
ticed, his eyes had got glued to the children
walking with their parents in that jam-packed
market. His eyes revealed his longing to be
in their shoes. | understood his feelings. Ruf-
fling his curly hair, | shook him, ‘Hey! Are you
lost?’

‘No, no. I'm fine!" he released a deep sigh.

‘I know, Punu. Forget it, brother. Either way,
we are the same - makes no difference - a
street boy and an orphan! No one for us- no
parents, no relatives, nothing. Trust me, we’'ll
find our better time, no worry.’

‘Yeah, big brother! | know we’ll prosper when
pigs fly!" releasing a deep sigh Punit said
scornfully.

‘Anyway, stay here. I'll go and buy some
bread from that tea stall and be back soon,
alright? For now, we will eat some bread, and
see later.’

‘Have money?!’

‘Yeah! A few. Maybe hundred rupees and
some change - coins,’ | smiled.

‘Stolen?'
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‘No, Punu. It's my hard earned money. | hate
stealing.’

‘Ok. B- but, let's save the money, let's have a
light dinner, right?'.

‘You want something else?’

‘No. Bread is enough! Oh, yes! You are new
to this place, brother. Let me buy it.” He asked
me to give the money and went to the tea
stall. While he was coming with the buns and
some hot watery milk, suddenly a stray dog
pounced on him. He was terrified, rushed
towards me looking back. Before he realized
anything, a moving auto-rickshaw dashed on
him. The bun flew high in the air and watery
milk splashed on the road. His face banged
on the rough, cracked road. He got a swell-
ing on his forehead.

| had kept an eye when he went to buy the
food but | had never thought of such a sud-
den accident! | rushed to the spot. In the
meanwhile, a few people gathered there
shouting at both of them. Pushing the crowd
away, | picked him up from the ground. Drap-
ing his hand around my neck, he limped and
we walked down to the supermarket porch. |
shivered out of fear blaming myself for his
misfortune. The milk was gone, | somehow
picked up the buns.

‘No, not there. Let's move somewhere else.
Guard uncle will shout at us.’

Hunting for a safe place he could notice an
empty trolley of a vendor on the roadside op-
posite the tea stall. He pointed his finger and
asked me to settle there for the night. By that
time it was past 9 p.m.. Most of the shops
were closed. The road was almost silent. Both
of us were dying of hunger. | helped him to
sit over there, | sat near him.

‘Are you sure the trolley owner will not shout?!
Where do you rest every night?’ | asked him
while opening the polythene cover of the
buns.

‘Me?! Oh! | sleep under that tea stall every
night. That's my home,’ a wry smile flickered
on his lips.

He smiled, though struggling with a little pain
in his scratched head and with body ache.
He plunged his hand into his pant pocket.
Taking out two small tomato ketchup pack-
ets he said, ‘Spread these ketchup on the
bun, this will be our dinner tonight.’

‘Where did you get it?’

‘Um..ketchup? That's from the hotel garbage
bin. When the waiter throws the leftover food,
| collect them and keep, simple,” he grinned
at me triumphantly.

‘Well, now let's have our dinner.’ Before he
used his hand | fed him. A broad smile flashed
on his face. On the street light, | could see
the tears of happiness trickling down from his
eyes! Even | felt great!

While feeding, | asked him to consult a doc-
tor in the hospital.

He burst into laughter, ‘Huh! Doctor? Which
doctor will look at me? Don't worry, I'm a street
boy, brother. Born and brought up in this
roadside dust! Nothing will happen to me.’

| was stunned and appreciated his courage.
Cuddling him fondly | allowed him to rest his
head on my chest and relaxed myself stretch-
ing my legs. He slept a sound sleep, but |
was deeply immersed in my thought -

'Is our togetherness going to be a milestone
in our future prosperity?'
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It's not a straight one
But a zigzag way

To reach there

No matter who you are
You may face hurdles
To have a glimpse

Of the village

Now turned famous
Thanks to the media

Gone crazy for a few days.

Reaching there

You may encounter
Hushed up silence
Frightened eyes
Plagued by insomnia
And apprehensions.

The hapless girl

Got gang raped
Crushed and maimed
By the beasts

A Road to Hathras

Pradeep Biswal

Nobody came

To her rescue

The God in deep slumber
The rulers in defensive
Her cries and tears

Could move no one

She closed her eyes

In silent protest .

They placed her
On the funeral pyre
In dead of the night
No one could see
And as if nothing
Had happened.

Silence is so lethal
Tears are so toxic
The golden Lanka
Is a flicker away

A Sita is reborn
Just wait and see.

pbiswal804@gmail.com

Pradeep Biswal (1960) is an alumnus of PG Department of History, Utkal University
belonging to 1979-81 batch. He joined Odisha Finance Service, got promoted to IAS
and retired as Special Secretary, Finance Department in 2019. Presently, he is holding the
post of Member, Odisha Real Estate Regulatory Authority. Being a poet of repute, he has
six poetry collections in Odia and two in English. Two anthologies in Hindi have been pub-

lished with his poems translated into Hindi.
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The Mermaid Story

Snehaprava Das

She watched her human face in the liquid mirror below
Reclining on the coral reef, hanging down her tail,
That splashed water with its gentle swings while

The sunlight glinted off its crystal blue scales;

She sat recalling the day, on which like all others
She swam by side of that coral reef,

And had seen a woman of stunning beauty

In a massive, majestically rolling ship;

That was another time, she had a different life then
Those days she was a beautiful red-gold fish,
Blessed days were they, with her kins and her friends
She scanned the ocean, reveling in its blue-bliss;

It was happy till the day it saw the woman in the ship
She was leaning off the ship’s glittering rail,

Amazed it watched, and then it saw the tears, as
Streaming down her cheeks into the ocean they fell;

The liquid trickling down from her eyes into the water
Sparkled like silver bubbles on the turquoise surface,
Fascinated at the sight, fluttering its golden fins
Guardedly the goldfish glided to the place;

It swallowed a bubble, then another, and loved its taste
That was a savoury blend of salty and sweet,

Driven by an irresistible desire, that did not let it stop
Bubble after bubble, licked away the whole of it;

1170 Il



UTKALAYANA

It swam back to the reef feeling unusually light

Its body in the grip of a lassitude that was strange,

It slept for long hours and woke up with a start to find
That not only the body but its life too had changed;

It was transformed to some kind of an absurd creature

It had become half woman and half fish,

The baffled goldfish could not decide if it would be happy
Or regret this never-dreamt-of metamorphosis;

The community of goldfish now made her an outcaste
Forsaken by her own kins she lived alone by the coral reef,
Then one day as it lazed under the sun there

She saw it coming along, another bright-hued ship;

She swam closer and there was a figure leaning off the rail
It was a man this time she could clearly see him,

At that instant the sailor too caught sight of her

He smiled boyishly and his handsome face beamed,;

She was drenched in one after another waves of rapture
And she knew now this was what they called love,

The air around the reef thickened with an exotic scent

A current of ecstasy rushed through her nerves;

The vessel rolled past her, she sat watching it

Hoping vaguely if one day it would return,

Her unshed tears in burning sighs swirled about her

As she waited through her empty nights for another sun to born;

Months after, the ship finally returned, there he stood
By the rail waiting to catch a glimpse of her,

Her heart leaped and as her eyes were locked in his
The sun, the sky, the ocean—everything became a blur;

The ship had to leave, so it did, and her grieving gaze
Followed it till it became a speck in the horizon,

She was left alone with her abandoned dreams
Locked in a tesseract of ‘time-forever -gone’;

Her haunting beauty was Evil, she knew she was a curse
The ominous Song of Siren, thus goes the ocean-lore,
Still, her heart at her throat, she had refused to believe
That the sailor’s vessel had failed to find a shore;
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More months passed in utter agony, and lo!

A miracle happened, the vessel returned one day,

The same ship it was and the same sailor stood by the rail
As towards the reef the vessel made its way;

Her eyes twinkling, she waited for it to move closer
Then she saw another figure locked in the sailor’s arms,
She peered closely, her dreams pulverizing inside her
As she realized it was a woman of exquisite charm;

The molten pangs within her reached up to her big eyes

And dropped in sparkling bubbles on the blue-green water-floor,
As she watched them dissolve, she could feel herself changing
And marveled to see she had become a goldfish once more;

Merrily she swam with her friends and kins splashing water
With graceful strokes from her gleaming red-gold talil,

No longer craving to see the vessel approaching the reef
Or a familiar figure standing by its shining rail;

It had learned that the ‘tears’ and woman define each other
‘Tears’ are a woman’s destiny no matter if she is real

Or a mermaid,

They are her treasure—it is for her to decide

if to store them inside as liquid lines of fire

Or to have them shed instead.

aad
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\ J

172 1l



UTKALAYANA

A Message For Bittu
Abanindra Udgata

Bittu, when you come home from school,
leave the bag and bottle on the table

by the side of the front door because

the rest of the house will be in darkness

and no familiar steps will be up and around.
Look out of the open window at the sky,
unkempt garden, drooping flowers and
imagine the rustle of the absent breeze.

See how the sky is so wide yet vacant, hollow.

Grandma and you went to the sea-shore.

It was the last time both saw sea and sky mingle.

The skyscrapers of clouds arching over the blues
reminded you of the unfurled white locks of grandma.
Her locks gathered the foam, heat and smell of waves
of years and years and held up to you to inhale.

While returning, it rained so hard the parasol gave up.
You clasped her in playful acceptance of the continuity.
She wrapped her aanchal on your head that she carried
with her over the years, stained with the merciless footfalls.
She saw a bit of her sky in your fun-filled eyes.

Bittu, sea-shore is the place where perhaps god speaks
but sand, water and flesh are reality that never changes.
When you go to school, shut the door gently behind.

Let the light filter in, sit on the carpet and wait.

Shri Abanindra Udgata belongs to 1976-78 batch of Political Science Department.
He retired from RBIl as a CGM in 2016 and is settled in Bhubaneswar. Writes poems
in both English and Oriya and won prizes in All India Poetry Competitions held by
Poetry Society of India in 2017 and 2019.

731




UTKALAYANA

The Birth of Modern Education in India

Debasish Dasgupta

Empires are like individuals. They are born,
grow to the apex of their powers, and crumble,
like a person awaiting death to knock on their
door.

They contain stories about both human
progress and the dark side of humanity. The
British Empire, the world’s largest empire,
tells a story of tremendous achievements and
heinous crimes.

We know the Romans for their roads, Egyp-
tians for their monuments, and the British for
their railways. But the Empire’s dark under-
belly included the barbaric massacre at
Jallianwallah Bagh and exploitation of its colo-
nies’ resources. Leading economies such as
India collapsed during British rule. But India
made rapid progress in education, sciences,
and restoration of its lost Ancient heritage.
India moved out of the Persianate Age of the
Moghuls and began a new chapter of the
modern era with the age of education. With

Prateek Dasgupta

British rule, concepts such as liberty, free
thought, individual rights, and the rise of na-
tionalism took shape. Such ideas shaped the
thought processes of several generations and
laid the groundwork for a future independent
Indian nation-state.

But you may wonder how did India transition
from the Persian era to the Age of Western
education? We can trace the roots of this
change to a gentleman called Charles Grant.

In 1776, Grant arrived in India and wrote an
essay on the country. In his seminal work,
published in 1797, he advocated for English
to replace Persian as the official language.
He championed the cause of Western sci-
ence and literature as cures for the social ills
he saw in India.However, his vision required
official backing. Any form of support would
spark debate and clashes of ideas. This trig-
gered the Anglicist-Orientalist debate.
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Roots of modern education:
Dawn of a new era.

The Charter Act of 1813 was a watershed
moment in the birth of modern education in
India. For the first time, the British set aside
a sum of one lakh rupees for educational
purposes. But the question now was what
kind of education should be funded. The
Orientalist school of thought held that pro-
moting Sanskrit and Persian education would
benefit both Indians and the British. The
Anglicists desired to introduce Western ideas
as Western literature and modern science.

This clash of opposing ideas became known
as the Anglicist-Orientalist controversy, and
the education debate raged on for another
two decades. Amid this controversy and edu-
cational debate, a Scottish watchmaker
named David Hare helped establish the
Hindu College in Calcutta in 1817. The goal
of the college was to educate the sons of re-
spectable Hindu society members. The edu-
cational goals were to spread English, Indian
languages, European and Asian literature,
and sciences.

Later Hindu College was renamed as the
Presidency College, and it remains one of
the country’s premier educational institutions.
Starting the Hindu College was an important
step in the direction of modern education.

As early as 1823, Rammohun Roy opposed
the East India Company’s proposal for es-
tablishing a Sanskrit College in Calcutta. Ac-
cording to Roy, “it (the college) would impart
such knowledge as is already current in In-
dia.” Thus, we can see there was a strong
lobby of Indians who favored Western edu-
cation.

The Anglicist-Orientalist controversy was fi-
nally laid to rest with the arrival of Lord
Bentinck in India.

Seeds of Reform:

“ General Education is my panacea for the
regeneration of India”- Lord William Bentinck

Lord Bentinck became Governor-General of
India in 1828. Like Grant, he wanted to re-
place Persian with English as the official
language..Bentinck took several steps to ex-
pand the reach of the English language after
his arrival in India. He was convinced that
English was the “key to all improvements.
"Bentinck enlisted the help of English-edu-
cated Indians to run the judiciary and revenue
administration. He introduced English at the
Benaras Sanskrit College.

By 1830, English was taught in all of
Calcutta’s, Delhi’'s, and Benaras’ important
educational institutions.Bentinck helped to set
up a Medical College in Calcutta to teach
modern surgery and medicine.

Thomas Babbington Macaulay joined
Bentinck’s Supreme Council as a law mem-
ber in June 1834. He built on Bentinck’s foun-
dation to further his educational reforms. The
result was Macaulay’s monumental work the
Minute of Education 1835. His Minute of Edu-
cation was a turning point in India’s history.

Macaulay’s intellectual expertise helped
Bentinck to move forward with his policies.
Lord Bentinck wasted no time in approving
Macaulay’s draft, putting his career at risk with
the radical reforms. Prior to Bentinck, no
Governor General of India had made any
policy decisions without first consulting the
East India Company’s Court of Directors,
which was based in London.

What compelled Bentinck to implement
radical educational reforms in India?

The Conservative Party had triumphed in the
elections. He had doubts about their support
for his policy decisions. Because India’s edu-
cation was a matter close to his heart,
Bentinck did not waste any time in approving
the new policies. Even today, they are a cor-
nerstone of India’s educational policy. But
Bentinck paid the price for his bold decisions.
Upon returning to England, his political ca-
reer faded into oblivion.
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It was a sad ending for a visionary leader,
who had taken other bold decisions such as
ending the practise of Sati and suppressing
the Thuggee cult, which had terrorized North-
ern India. Bentinck became irrelevant towards
the end of his career, but his courageous acts
changed India’s future for the better.

But how did his star policy-maker
Macaulay fare?

Macaulay: Hero or Villain?

In the history of education in India, Macaulay
is a controversial figure. His critics claim he
destroyed traditional Indian education and
produced a class of clerks who were loyal to
the British. Prior to Lord Bentinck, the British
were opposed to interfering with Indian edu-
cation because it would jeopardize their prof-
its. They were careful to avoid the mistakes
of the preceding Mughal Empire, and they
wanted to promote the natives’ education and
cultural systems, which would make them
appear more favorable.

Macaulay, like Bentinck, thought Indian edu-
cation was out of date. He was sincere in his
desire to reform India’s education system.
But, unlike Bentick, he despised the Indian
people. The following is Macaulay’s most
contentious statement, which created a nega-
tive impression of him in India:

“We must, at present, do our best”, he stated

— “to form a class who may be interpreters
between us and the millions whom we gov-
ern, a class of persons Indian in blood and
colour but English in taste, in opinions, in
morals and intellect. To that class we may
leave it to refine the vernacular dialects of
the country, to enrich their dialects with terms
of Science borrowed from the western no-
menclature and render them by degrees , fit
vehicles for conveying knowledge to the
greater mass of the population.”

Many educationists have attempted to show
that Macaulay’s true intention was to estab-
lish a British regime in India supported by

“compliant Indians” by quoting the first part
of the above statement and hiding the sec-
ond.

The compliant Indians were the class of
clerks.

There was a significant difference between
today’s perception of clerks and that of the
nineteenth century. Clerks were crucial in
documentation and communication with lo-
cal merchants.

We can argue Macaulay designed his policy
to help Indians establish a lucrative career
option that did not previously exist. Prior to
Macaulay, all the clerks were British who had
been educated in Indian languages. They
benefited from this, but the Indians did not.
The newly educated Indian clerks had a
higher standard of living and wages than the
average citizen of the British Empire. This
class of clerks would later give birth to an
upcoming gentrified middle-class in Indian
society.

The “Compliant Indians” to whom Macaulay
was referring were known as the Bhadralok
class. The Bhadralok class was made up of
brokers, agents, revenue collectors, contrac-
tors, lawyers, and managers. They were
dubbed the “new middle class”, and played
a significant role in the formation of Modern
India. Some even joined the ranks of the ICS,
an exam that, as Queen Victoria had de-
clared, was open to all regardless of caste,
creed, or color. The first Indian to join the ICS
was Satyendra Nath Tagore. Others quickly
followed suit.

Another charge leveled against Macaulay by
Nationalist Historians is that he was a “Sol-
dier of Christ,” intending to proselytize India.
That couldn’t be further from the truth.
Macaulay was a liberal who despised the
Missionaries and their activities both in India
and in England. Evangelism accusations lev-
eled against Macaulay are bizarre and based
on false propaganda.
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Macaulay was neither a hero nor a villain,
but his policies benefited many Indians and
remain the foundation of modern Indian edu-
cation. But the reforms initiated by Macaulay
weren'’t criticized by a section of the Indian
society alone. His detractors also included
the British who blamed him for the revolt of
1857.

English education as the foundation of
modern India.

In 1858, a year after the revolt of 1857, Lord
Ellenborough, President of the Board of Con-
trol, blamed the revolt on Macaulay’s educa-
tional policy. He demanded a repeal of
Macaulay’s reforms. Hamilton, the then Sec-
retary of State for India, believed that west-
ern education “was raising several discon-
tented and disloyal subjects, and educated
Indians pose a real danger to our own rule in
India.”

Although Lord Ellenborough and Hamilton’s
observations were incorrect, they turned out
to be true in the future. Western education
had created a generation of qualified barris-
ters, aspiring politicians, brilliant writers, and
unemployed youth. They all played significant
roles in the rise of Nationalist sentiments in
the late nineteenth and early twentieth cen-
turies.

Mass education across caste and religious
lines, education for women, and grants to
private schools were the distinguishing fea-
tures of Western education. These radical
ideas survived the Revolt of 1857 and grew
in strength.

Dalhousie and the Wood’s Dispatch of
1854.

Further advancements in Indian education
took place with the 1854 Wood'’s dispatch,
which many educationists refer to as the
Magna Carta of English education in India.
Woods dispatch had a comprehensive edu-
cational policy plan that spanned from the
primary school to the university. The dispatch
made five major recommendations :

1. There will be an Education Department
in each province of British India.

2. Three universities will be established in
Calcutta, Madras, and Bombay. They will
be modeled after the University of Lon-
don.

3. Every district will have one Government
School.

4. Grants will be made available to private
schools.

5. Vernacular education will be encour-
aged.

Prior to Wood's dispatch, Lord Dalhousie,
India’s then-Governor General (1848-1856),
had planned to establish three Civil Engineer-
ing Colleges in the Presidency of Calcutta,
Madras, and Bombay. He had helped to fund
the Bethune School for Girls in India, which
promoted women’s education. Madrasas
were reformed. During Dalhousie’s tenure,
the Hindu College was renamed as the Presi-
dency College and was open to all, regard-
less of class, creed, or caste. He promoted
vernacular education and provided aid to pri-
vate Indian schools.

Thus, during Dalhousie’s reign, the ground-
work for establishing a system of education
in India was laid. Wood'’s Dispatch of 1854
was the culmination of Dalhousie’s ideas and
work. Though Wood was given credit for Lord
Dalhousie’s ideas, it was the latter who put
them into action and formed an educational
system that is still in use.

India’s elite schools, universities, civil service,
press, and army all owe their existence to
Western education. They were based on Brit-
ish models. According to historian Niall
Ferguson, the nation states of India, Paki-
stan, and Bangladesh continue to have “dis-
cernibly British models.”

Historian Roderick Matthews in his work
“Peace Poverty and Betrayal” rightly con-
cludes India’s main ideals, such as the rule
of law, religious liberty, legal equality, free-

771



UTKALAYANA

dom of expression, and minority protection, 2. Ferguson, Niall (2003) Empire: How Brit-

were identical to those of the British Raj it ain Shaped the Modern World. Penguin
replaced. Except one: mass democracy. Random House.

And, in the cruelest irony, it was the struggle ~ 3-  Ghosh, Suresh Chandra (2013) The His-
for democracy that ultimately led to its parti- tory of Education in Modern India 1757-
tion. 2012, Orient Black Swan.

4. Matthews, Roderick (2021) Peace, Pov-
erty and Betrayal: A New History of Brit-
ish India. Hurst Publishers.
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MEET THE ALUMNI LECTURE SERIES ]

Dr. Satyajit Mohanty (IPS, Retd.), Chairman, Odisha Public Service Commission (OPSC), delivering the
7th lecture of the ‘“MEET THE ALUMNI LECTURE SERIES’ on 30-11- 2021, jointly organised by the
Alumni Association and the Alumni Connect of Utkal University.
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Padma Shri Aruna Mohanty, noted Odissi dancer, choreographer and guru., delivering the 8th lecture of
the ‘MEET THE ALUMNI LECTURE SERIES’ on 22-12- 2021, jointly organised by the Alumni
Association and the Alumni Connect of Utkal University.
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