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Mr. Bijay Kumar Patnaik, President, Alumni Association, delivering the 12th lecture of
the ‘MEET THE ALUMNI LECTURE SERIES’ on 27-06- 2022, jointly organised
by the Alumni Association and the Alumni Connect of Utkal University.
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EDITORIAL

Dear Friends,
Welcome to the fourth edition of Utkalayana.

Recently the Utkal University Alumni Association, in collaboration with Alumni Connect had con-
ducted a literary competition among the currently enrolled students of Vani Vihar. There were
four categories in which the students could compete: Poems and Short Stories in Odia and
English. The response was quite encouraging. We received 36 entries in Odia Poem, 20 in
Odia Short Stories, 25 in English Poems and 18 in English Short Stories. The firstand second
winners were to be given a cash award of 2000 and 1000 rupees respectively. We are happy to
publish in the present edition the two award winning entries from each category. Our heartiest
congratulations to the following students for their creditable achievement:

1. Ekta Panda 1st in Odia Short Story competition

2. Santosh Kumar Swain 2nd in Odia Short Story competition

3. Aisurya Rout 1stin Odia Poem competition

4. Shubhaashisha Panigrahy 2nd in Odia Poem competition

5. Ashutosh Lenka 1stin English Short Story competition
6. Mahitosh Gopal 2nd in English Short Story competition
7. Archee Biswal 1stin English Poem competition

8. Gracy Kujur 2nd in English Poem competition

Our thanks to all those who participated in the competition. Most of the submissions were of
quite high standard and showed the literary talent of the young generation. Our thanks to the
judges who helped in evaluating the entries to select the best among the submissions.

As the scorching summer gives way to pleasant rains, the heart leaps into liquid joy. Those who
have read the iconic Meghdoot or seen the serene video clip of O Sajnaa, Barkha Baahar Aayi
in the film Parakh, will feel in their heart the wrenching pangs of love and separation. They will
realise the purity of emotions of love, passion and melancholy. Here is to wish all of you loads of
bliss in the backdrop of lyrical rains.

Around three weeks back | had an interesting, lively dream sometime after midnight. | saw

myself in a ship sailing in a vast, blue ocean, the water rippling and dashing against the side-
board. It was awfully cold in the ship but | enjoyed it. There was a momentary break from the
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dream and | became aware of the gentle whirring of our Window AC and the blast of cold air
emanating from the old workhorse. But my dreaming self was still in the ship looking smilingly at
the ocean of the purest blue and enjoying the cold breeze. It was as if | was in two different
worlds, both seemingly real, yet with a surreal mist enveloping me. | felt mildly euphoric and
probably went back to deep sleep.

| am sure such experiences are not unique and must have happened to many of you. Next morn-
ing | thought of the incredible power our mind possesses, to create many parallel worlds for us
with immense possibilities. Haruki Murakami has explored this theme with wonderful deftness
in his mammoth novel 1Q84. The novel, in a way, celebrates the extraordinary power of devotion
in love, its overwhelming effect on one's life.

Speaking of devotion, | am sure all of us are aware that certain devotions are beyond normal
human comprehension and encompass extraordinary dimensions. Such devotions are nothing
but surrender of one's self to another being - be it a spouse, a lover, parents, children, siblings,
friends and of course God.

| came across a beautiful story on this simple, yet monumental feeling. | am happy to share the
story with all of you.

"The Empty Chair "

Once, a young girl approached a Saint and said, “My father is quite ill. He is unable to get
himself out of bed. Would you mind coming over to our house to meet him?”

“Yes, | will indeed come,” replied the Saint.

When the Saint came to the house, he saw the sick and helpless old man lying in his bed with his
head resting on two pillows. However, he also noticed an empty chair next to the bed.

“It appears that perhaps you were anticipating my arrival?” the Saint asked the old man.
“Oh, not at all. By the way, who are you?” the old man inquired.

Introducing himself, the Saint said, “Seeing the empty chair, | assumed you had an inkling | was
coming.”

The old man said, “O Saint! If you don’t mind, please close the bedroom door.”

Slightly alarmed at the request, the Saint did go ahead and shut the door.

The old man spoke, “In fact, to this day, | have not disclosed the secret behind this empty chair to
anyone; not even to my daughter. To be honest, my whole life, | never understood how worship is
actually done. Even though, | made a point of daily going to the temple, | never really understood

anything.

About four years ago, a friend of mine came to visit me. He told me that | can pray to God
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directly. He advised me, “Place an empty chair in front of you, faithfully imagine that God Himself
is sitting on the chair in front of you and talk to Him in exactly the same manner as we are now
talking to each other. He listens to our every calling.” And when | followed his advice, | liked itvery
much. Ever since then, | started talking to the Lord for two hours at a time. However, | used to be
very careful in making sure my daughter didn’t see me doing this because if she did, she would
have thought | had gone crazy.”

Upon hearing such tender feelings of the old man, tears of love and emotion began to stream
from his eyes. “You are indeed practicing the highest kind of Bhakti,” the Saint sighed. Placing
his hand on the old man’s head before leaving, the Saint said, “Keep your true devotion going.”

The Saint returned to his ashram. Five days later, the old man’s daughter came to see him, and
told him, “My father was extremely happy to see you at our house the other day, but he passed
away yesterday morning. Just as | was leaving for work the other day, he called me up, and
kissed my forehead. His face was gleaming with peacefulness; his eyes were teary. But, when
| returned home from work, my eyes met with a rather peculiar sight — He was sitting on his bed,
but his head was on the chair as though he had it on someone’s lap. The chair was empty as
always. Would you please explain why my father lay his head on the empty chair?”

Upon hearing the news of her father’s passing, the Saint began to cry bitterly and pleaded to the
Lord, “My Lord! When my time to leave the world comes, | too, want to leave in the same way as
did the old man. Please do grant me my wish with Your Grace.”

On Sunday, the 19th June, my mobile phone crashed, all the data got erased and | got a mes-
sage that the "Factory Settings" have been restored. Often in the past, troubled by the numerous
labyrinths of life, | had wished how easy it would be if we could be free from everything and go
back to the way God had brought us to the world - simple, uncluttered and unperturbed. In other
words | yearned for my "Factory Settings". But when it actually happened in my mobile, wiping
out all the past data, | went crazy, more perturbed than ever. | could not retrieve my old messages
from WhatsApp, my Contact list vanished into thin air, the Gmail refused to open. | felt lost and
although | am able to operate the phone now with about ten percent of its previous capability, |
still keep wandering in the dark lanes of life like a lost traveller looking for his moorings. | have
tried to capture the feeling in my poem "Vanishing Data" which | am presenting below.

VANISHING DATA

The one | met under

the big banyan tree

at the end of the road,

Long after the fire at home

had died down, the smoke
rising in a vicious curl

with an ominous whisper,

after the lone bird in the garden
had cried itself hoarse.
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Long after the shadows

walked away in a single line

like sorrowful pall-bearers

pointing their fingers at me,

saying here comes your doomsday,
the dogs howling in pitiful shrill,

the noise rising to a crescendo
lights going out without a warning.

The one | met told me

just two words - go away,

In a flash my life's data got erased,
my original settings were restored,
all memory gone,

everyone became a stranger.

| have been groping ever since,
to find all that shaped me

now the shadows keep disappearing

and | am left alone,
dreadfully silent
in a cacophonic world.

UTKALAYANA s

Hope you will enjoy our humble offerings in the 4th edition of Utkalayana. Please share the link of
the eMagazine with all your friends and contacts.
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With warm regards,
Mrutyunjay Sarangi

Chief Editor

And the Board of Editors,

Utkalayana.
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11.

12.

( GUIDELINES FOR UTKALAYANA ]

Utkalayana will be published as an eMagazine in the first week of each quarter, i.e; in
January, April, July and October.

It will be bi-lingual - articles in Odia and English will find a place in Utkalayana.

It will host articles from the Alumni, the faculty, current students of the University and emi-
nent writers.

While promoting and propagating talent in literary writings such as Poems and Short sto-
ries, Utkalayana will also encourage articles on contemporary socio-economic issues and
on policy initiatives particularly in the field of education. Reminiscences and anecdotal
articles on Utkal University will be welcome. Utkalayana will not publish any article directly
or indirectly promoting political agenda, or conflicts on caste, community or regligious lines.

Since it is an eMagazine which will be mostly read in hand held electronic instruments,
articles should be ideally of small size, preferably around 1000 words.

All efforts should be made by the contributors to ensure that the language of the articles
should not be offensive, or indecent in any manner.

The deadline for submission of the articles will be the 10th of the previous month in which
the magazine is going to be published. For example, for the edition to be published in the
1st week of October, the deadline will be the 10th of September.

All submissions should be accompanied by a passport size photograph and a short biodata
of the writer. The biodata should be limited to fifty words and should clearly mention the
years and the Department in which the contributor studied in the university.

All the articles should be sent to utkalayana@gmail.com Only articles sentin MS Word
documents will be accepted.

All feedback and suggestions should be sent to the Editorial Board at
utkalayana@gmail.com

Decision of the Editorial Board in selection and editing of the articles will be final.
The views and opinions expressed in the articles will be entirely and unequivocally of the

writer. Neither the Editorial Board of Utkalayana nor the office bearers of the UU Alumni
Association will be responsible for them in any manner.
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SHELTER
Dr.Radharani Nanda

Sulagna was over pressed with her household work. She was cursing the dreadful Corona pan-
demic that grabbed the whole world in its clutch leaving human race shattered and terrified. As
if everything had come to a standstill. Visit to the near and dear ones even staying close to them
was a remote possibility. Lockdown had restricted all day to day activities and whatever relax-
ation Govt had permitted people were fearful to come outside because of ongoing crisis due to
Delta variant creating havoc for its fatality. The maids, cook, gardner and all other workers meant
for household works stopped coming to work.

Because of ignorance about the ferociousness of Corona at the beginning of the pandemic,
people were less conscious and Sulagna like many others allowed entry of workers inside the
house. But now the situation was different. People were panicky in the second wave because of
its horrific scenario taking lakhs of lives. Children staying away were too much concerned for
safety of their parents and kept on alarming Sulagna not to allow any workers inside the house
and also alerting their doctor papa to abandon private practice and stop seeing patients.

Sulagna could not but do what her children suggested. But to carry out entire domestic work
alone was not an easy task for Sulagna. Her age related ailments like knee and back pain, and
vertigo etc. were constant hindrance to her normal activity. Her husband Suryakant could not be-
come a silent onlooker to her turmoil and was ready to render some help to his wife in her work.

Suryakant was a full fledged practitioner in medicine and had little access to kitchen and other
works except the responsibility of bringing home weekly groceries, veggies and other neces-
sary stuffs. As children were with their families working in metro cities away from home the
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requirement was also minimised. But he had least knowledge of cooking and other activities
related to maintainance of the house. Sulagna would not allow him to come to her help appre-
hending he may spoil the sanctity of the kitchen.

Suryakant could feel the tumult of Sulagna and without a second thought bought a dishwasher
for cleaning of utensils, a robot for cleaning and mopping of floor and a rice cooker for instant
cooking. But Sulagna had to work round the clock inspite of so many appliances. She was
becoming reactive to trivial things on slightest provocation.

Ma...Ma...Somebody was calling outside the door. Who was there, Sulagna's irritable voice
resounded. Frustrated, she threw the broom and opened the door. It was Pabitra, the man resid-
ing in the out house of another plot 2 to 3 kms away, which belonged to them.

A boy of 12 to 13 years of age with a simple half pant and white half shirt was standing by his
side. When Sulagna enquired about his presence his eyes brimmed with tears. In a mournful
voice he told "Ma, corona has devastated our family. My elder sister who was no less than my
mother and her husband, my brother in law, both died of corona one month back. Sulagna was
worried enough at his words and asked "Why did you not take them to hospital?"

Pabitra replied remorsefully, "Ma, we admitted them in a Covid hospital but nothing could be
done.They had joined the gathering on the occasion of Melana of Lord Krishna in Dola Purnima
and taken panaa (a drink made of water,banana,sugar,and many other ingredients offered as
Prasad to God) there. After a few days they were affected with severe form of corona which
didn't respond to treatment. One after the other they passed away leaving us alone. Yamaraj
took them away at a very young age when they were still to understand perfectly the meaning of
life. He took a pause and continued pointing to the boy accompanying him, "Ma, he is the only
son of my sister and he is 12 years old. At this tender age he became an orphan. | am very poor
and | have nobody with me to take care of my nephew. At this hour of crisis | remembered you.
You had asked me for a servant to work in your house. No lady from the village agreed to come
to such distant place. Please keep this boy with you. He will obey your words and will do clean-
ing, mopping, washing. If you train a bit he will be of immense help to you." Pabitra wiped his
tears with his towel.

"He will be under the custody of good people like you and | will be relaxed that my nephew will
not starve or beg for food.This unlucky boy had to face the premature death of his parents and
had to put a full stop to his study in the middle. What better option he will have than to get a
shelter in your house?"

After finishing his story Pabitra could not hold his emotion and cried like a child. Sulagna's eyes
also welled up. She was short of words to pacify Pabitra. She was not ignorant how ghastly
Corona was devouring the human life and devastating family after family. She could not imagine
what the future had stored for all of them.

Till now she was listening quietly to all that Pabitra told about this boy and his family. She threw
a glance towards the boy. His look was so innocent. The wound that time had inflicted on him
had masked the childish glow on his face. Sense of desperation and desolateness for losing his
parents was clearly revealed from his grief stricken gesture.
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Sulagna's heart was filled with sympathy and kindness for the unfortunate child. She was deeply
engrossed in thinking about the boy who was supposed to work as a servant in her house. Her
heart was not giving a nod to it. Sulagna tried to convince Pabitra she could not keep this boy as
he was too young to work as a servant. She persuaded him to take him back. But in the next
minute her conscience compelled her to think over her decision. Where will he go if she refused to
keep him? He may beg for his livelihood or Pabitra may leave him somewhere else where his life
may become miserable. Sulagna became thoughtful for a while. This is the story of many at present
where the ferocity of Corona had caught the whole world by shock. At this hard time it would have
been a great pleasure for her to get a helper. But Sulagna had no such feeling at present.

Pabitra was flustered to observe Sulagna's bafflement. He uttered in a melancholic tone, "Ma |
put immense faith on you. If you deny where shall | go? Two days back, after | returned from
village we both tested for corona and yesterday we had our reports negative. Trust me and keep
this boy as your help. | am sure you will not be disappointed and the orphan child will have a
secured shelter to earn his livelihood."

Sulagna was introspecting. The child was in school going age. Children of his age were con-
tinuing their study to build their future, side by side enjoying their life playing and merrymaking.
The life of an innocent child would be ruined if she denied shelter to him. She had everything in
affluence by grace of God.Two children have grown up and well placed. Husband is a doctor
and doing his own private practice after retirement. It would not be difficult to keep this child with
her, not as a servant but as her own child. She looked again to the boy who stood silently in front
of her. Streams of love, emotion and mercy flooded her heart awakening the mother in her.

Her face was gleaming with a discretion which she was confident enough to exercise.The
dreadfulness of Corona had no place there, not her old age constraints. She would give shelter
to this child in her house. She would bring him up like her own child. She would give shape to
his life devastated by corona, a new form. Like all other children he will start going to school
again. He will laugh and rejoice like all other boys of his age. She may not wipe out tears of all
unfortunate children like him but she would give solace to her own self if she would build up the
future of this helpless child. All her worries and listlessness were fading away. Sparkle of victory
was blooming in her eyes. She could feel as if she had defeated Corona and its menacing
power. A sense of self satisfaction was enkindling her entire being. She held the tender hand of
the boy and entered inside the house after Pabitra bowed down before her and left.

aad

i Dr.Radharani Nanda completed MBBS from SCB Medical college, Cuttack and post1
graduation in Ophthalmology from MKCG Medical College, Berhampur. She joined
in service under state govt and worked as Eye specialist in different DHQ hospitals
and SDH. She retired as Director from Health and Family Welfare Department Govt
of Odisha. During her service career she has conducted many eye camps and op-
erated cataract surgery on lakhs of blind people in remote districts as well as cos-
tal districts of Odisha. She is the life member of AIOS and SOS. She writes short
stories and poems in English and Odia. At present she works as Specialist in govt
hospitals under NUHM.
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DEAR DEPARTED
Ishwar Pati
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A close friend’s father passed away recently at a ripe old age. His will left his children flummoxed,
not due to his property but in carrying out his funeral. He had clearly willed not to conduct ‘mind-
less’ rituals on his behalf for twelve days, including a dip in a cesspool at the crack of dawn. Most
damning of all, his ashes were not to be gathered from the funeral pyre forimmersion in a holy
river!

He had been something of an avant-garde in his religious outlook. But his relatives were not
prepared to accept the diktats of this ‘pseudo-Hindu’. They contended that their bodies, had
been ‘defiled’ by the death in the family and their souls would rot in hell unless the stipulated
rituals were held to propitiate the Gods. On the other hand, the children of the deceased felt they
had to respect his last wish. Faced with a choice between the devil and the deep sea, the sons
closed ranks behind their late father’s desire, even though they invited the wrath of many, includ-
ing the priest at the cremation ground, as a consequence. What was needed to expedite the
departure of their father from this earth was not the chanting of mantras by a priest, but an
adequate supply of firewood! The ‘holy’ man, denied his legitimate wages, unleashed a terrible
curse. When their time came, he thundered, they would burn in fire and brimstone like their
infidel father!

After the ashes had settled on the funeral, my friend told me that he received an e-mail from his
nephew in the USA. The latter had been devastated by the death of his grandfather, to whom he
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had been close, more so because he could not come to India to pay his last respects. His email
contained an odd request. “Dear Uncle,” he asked, “can | bring back a bit of grandfather’s
ashes next time I'min India? | want to disburse them over the Mississippi River. It may not be as
holy as our Ganga, but it's a mighty river. I'd feel grandfather to be still by my side.”

My friend said he smiled ruefully as he looked again at the e-mail. How was his nephew to know
that his dear departed grandfather had departed from accepted tradition and left no ashes
behind? “What an irony!” he remarked. “I was thinking of following in my father’s footsteps and
debunking meaningless rites. But now I’'m not so sure. Who am | to deprive my children of their
‘hereditary rights’ to my dust and ashes?”

aad

Ishwar Pati - After completing his M.A. in Economics from Ravenshaw College,
Cuttack, standing First Class First with record marks, he moved into a careerin
the State Bank of India in 1971. For more than 37 years he served the Bank at
various places, including at London, before retiring as Dy General Manager in
2008. Although his first story appeared in Imprint in 1976, his literary contribu-
tion has mainly been to newspapers like The Times of India, The Statesman
and The New Indian Express as ‘middles’ since 2001. He says he gets a glow of
satisfaction when his articles make the readers smile or move them to tears.
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A FEELING TO BE FELT
Ashutosh Lenka
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It was the last day of the semester and students were eagerly waiting for the mid-sem break to
start. Of course it would not be anything special, exciting or new for Mayra, but she was looking
forward to these holidays so as to ease herself a bit from the daily humdrum of life. As a novice
of the college, she had soon learnt how relaxing this break could be after 65 days of hustle and
bustle.

What kept her going through her life, despite the separation from her parents, was the presence
of Mrs. Khan. Mayra’s parents had sent her to Michigan, despite her vehement efforts to mitigate
their resolve. But nothing of that helped her escape the decision of her parents. She was too
sceptical about the western society whether she would be able to befriend such antisocial people.
In her opinion, Westerners are devoid of any family bonds, hardly appreciate any interference of
parents in their lives, are usually disrespectful towards the advice of elders and no doubt, poor
companions. And the dilemma she found herself in, was nothing less than a whirlpool. But here
she was in the company of Mrs. Khan, who barely neglected her presence.

It all started two years ago. Mayra had landed at the airport and was eagerly waiting for a pre-
booked cab when she noticed a little girl crying on the side walk. The sight wrenched her heart.
She went up to the kid and the girl clung to her, crying. She realised that the girl had gotten
separated from her family and could not find them. Mayra took the girl to the airport authorities
and requested the announcer to help find her parents. Mayra turned towards the girl and said,
“Hey baby, what is your name?” The kid tenderly replied “Saara”. Mayra continued gently, “Saara
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what is the name of your parents?” In reply to this, Saara burst into tears and began crying
hysterically. Worriedly, Mayra again tried to ask about her parents and this time she succeeded.
Between tears, the girl spoke “Afifa” repeatedly. The announcer called out the name “Afifa” a
few times and asked the guardians of Saara to reach the help desk. After a few minutes, an old
lady, with frantic steps and tear-drenched eyes, came running towards them and hugged Saara
tightly. The hug clearly reflected the fear that the girl might vanish into thin air. Mayra took her to
Afifa. She appeared too old to be her mother but not old enough to be her granny. The lady was
extremely grateful towards Mayra and she could feel it in the many “Thanks” that flew towards
her. After exchanging greetings, Mayra left the airport.

And these two years had developed those invisible threads among Mayra, Saara and Afifa,
which were way beyond the comprehension of those petty minds which could easily divide the
things between borders and bricks. Saara had been a two years old toddler when her parents
met with a deadly accident. The love marriage of Saara’s parents and that too, inter communal,
had kept Saara bereft of the love of her grand parents. After the sad demise of her parents,
Saara had become an unfortunate orphan who was to be sent to a nearly orphanage. It was Afifa
a neighbor of Saara’s family who had grown affection towards Saara and upon hearing about
the death, had opted to adopt the little child.

Althrough Afifa was married at a very young age, she had been childless. And at the age of 37,
she had lost her husband in the 9/11 attacks. The grave depression she seeped in and the
solitude she had found herself surrounded by, hard taken a toll on her health and beauty, and she
started appearing many years older than her true self. She had been that ideal neighbour, whom
Mayra was sure not to find in the U.S.A. When Mayra had reached the apartment her parents
had secured on rent, she found the corridors empty and the vibrancy of life, absent. She tried her
best to adjust to her new phase of life, but it was the unexpected help from her neighbour Afifa,
that helped her find good clothes and groceries. Afifa had powered all the love of her life into
Saara and that little girl had not hesitatied to respond.

Mayra had turned out to be the caring and guiding elder, protective sister to Saara for which
every girl yearns. And her loving Afifa had been the loving, soft mother to Saara and the almost
missing companion to Mayra.

Today when Mayra returned home, she was excited to spend time among Saara’s toys and
Afifa’s culinary talents. But as much as Saara was giggling to see Mayra. Mayra’s eyes could
not miss the puffy eyes and red cheeks of Afifa. Mayra led Saara to take an afternoon nap.
When she returned to the living room, she saw Afifa curled on the sofa and shedding tears over
something. She went close and knelt down near her. Without uttering a word, she wrapped Afifa
in her arms. At that moment, she didn’t know the reason for her tears, but she could feel the pain
which made them flow. She could hardly decipher Afifa’s thoughts, but she could comprehend
the unspoken words in those tear-filled eyes.

Almost twenty minutes had passed since Afifa had been shedding her tears in Mayra’s arms. It
was the death anniversary of her husband, whom she had loved with all her heart. And although
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she had filled that gap by lovingly fitting Saara in her life, she could not let that pain of loss leave
her heart. Mayra did not speak a word the whole afternoon. Her heartbeat ringing in Afifa’s ears
was the comfort she was offering. She didin’t realise when Afifa dozed off in her arms, but one
thing became as clear as crystal that interconnectedness was not a virtue to be taught, not a
quality to be instilled, it was a feeling to be felt, a bond to be shared and a pact to be obeyed with
all the love and empathy you can, and all the joy you loved and all the love you enjoyed.

aad

Ashutosh Lenka, 2nd year student of P. G. Department of PMIR, Vani Vihar, writes
stories and poems. His writings were published in the annual magazines of
school and college. Apart from that he is an Artist and good orator. He has received
many awards for Art, Handwritting and Debate. He can be reached @ 6370889966/
8594805205 and ashutoshlenka2000@gmail.com.
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IN QUEST OF LOVE
Mahitosh Gopal

-
( R
This story secured 2nd position in the En-
glish short story competition organised by
Utkal University Alumni Association, in col-
- laboration with Alumni Connect.
. J
-

The place to which Mahima is heading is situated at an altitude of 2240 mt. above sea level
deep within the Nilgiri hills and is covered in eucalyptus, pine trees and coffee and tea plantations.
Ooty the queen of hills in south is breathtaking and scenic during June. In Odisha the hotness is
barging every door like an unwanted and uninvited guest but Mahima is so relaxed to acknowledge
that she is now moving inside dense fragmented clouds on her way to ICAR-Indian Institute of
Soil and Water Conservation placed on top of hill. Mahima with her nine friends are going to the
institute for one month’s training. At first she was reluctant to go outside Odisha, since there was
no alternative she made up her mind to pay respect to the adage “Explore the Unseen”. With a
mind full of unending thoughts and a heart full of self love veneer the anxiousness and feeling of
intense dislike towards a journey she never intended.

A sudden jarring impact by bus driver exemplifying the first law of motion: Law of Inertia transports
and teleports Mahima from her hostel to an unknowable situation in present. She has more
fondness for hostel than home. “What happened ?”, shouted one passenger. “Abison crossed
the road from nowhere”, exclaimed the bus driver.

Mahima throws her glance outside window in search of Bison in an inquisitive manner but nothing
to find in woods yonder transfers her eyes towards stunning nature which she only had seenin
movies. Two kilometers away from destination as per Google maps on a zig zag road, bus
moving like a snake, clouds admiring the face and ravishing green plantations engage her to
enjoy the journey after a tiresome two days’ train journey.
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Finally reaching the institute she breathes a sigh of relief. She is being provided a room perfect
for two with her friend Maahira. She has a round face with a curvy smile to put throughout the day,
glittering eyes to make everyone jealous and swollen cheeks to amplify the beauty. There is
completeness in everything around her which makes her uneasy to look at things inside the
room and even Maahira who is talking to her male acquaintance over the phone. She feels a
void in her heart from where pain and insecurity oozes out. She is an independent and a freedom
loving girl. Even the gorgeousness she carries for the adolescence turns out to be a burden in
adulthood now. She jumps quickly to be loved by anyone.

Cause the truth is, there is no sense of living a life without love. To make the journey and not
fall deeply in love means we have not lived a life at all. But we have to try, because if we have
not tried, we have not lived.

Mahima begins her quest for someone who can love her, care for her and understand her as she
feels she cares more to be loved. The objective to learn new things and experience the training
study in a practical approach seems vague and secondary. The primary objective of getting love
becomes an obsession for her. She ignores the fact of self love now.

“‘Hey, Maahira”.
“‘Please speak in a low voice, Mahima! What happened?”
“l want a male friend to complete me the way this room is complete with materialistic things”.

“You said it now. What you want is love which is similar to materialistic thing and matters fade.
They do not last forever. Get this out of your mind”, Maahira speaks motherly with a bit of
philosophy.

Mahima thinks of her as a hypocrite who is committed to someone but speaks the opposite. But
no philosophy can break her desire to get a suitable male to fulfil her longing wishes. So she
renounced the ted talk of Maahira. Day begins with finding someone who can make her happy.
Inside the room of 38 people from all over India having diverse language and culture, some are
like European origin white skinned, some are Indian born average guys and some are African
born dark skinned guys. Among multiple choices she chose both European and Indian to make
him fall for her beauty.

Mahima is the prettiest girl from her girls gang. She is a photoholic and maintains her body like
she has to make an appearance in south movies. She scans the room keenly and watches each
guy until they look back but she feels nothing. Mahima believes love happens in 7 seconds and
she undergoes a feeling of rejection and disappointment. She is determined to reach the goal
by hook or crook. She begins to utilise her brain to pacify her heart. Out of her past something
reaches to her conscience level and she thinks of a plan to execute it.
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4 Years Back (2018)

There is this erroneous notion that a different time period is better than one is living in. Itis aflaw
in the romantic imagination of those people who find it difficult to cope with the present. Time
and tide were on the side of Mahima. Whatever she will be thinking in 2022 was in her palmin
2018 but she managed to let go of that precious thing due to peer pressure and board exams.
The School prefect and dear to all, handsome boy Mahendra proposed to her among all
classmates. That moment was engraved as an ordinary thing for her which transformed into a
lucky chance she lostin 2018. Not only rejection she in front of the whole class mortified him for
thatincident.

Coming back to the present she searches for Mahendra the man with a great physique and a
little taller than her. Mahima is so nervous to dial up the number which she got from whatsapp
group. So Maahira takes the lead and calls Mahendra. Every single ring makes Mahima’s heart
has premature ventricular contractions. After sixth ring he picks up the phone and says, “Hello” ?
Maabhira in a quick response shifts the phone near to Mahima’s ear. But Mahima is unable to
speak a word so Maahira yells, “Hello Mahendra” in proximity to her friend’s ear to make him
aware of the reply to his hello. Maahira is now pushing and making body movements out of her
character and talks in mute to Mahima what to tell.

‘lam Mahima. How are you Mahendra ?” says in a funky voice. Mahendra is out of his senses
now and his heart begins to pound louder with each passing seconds and answers softly, “Frobly
Mobly, what about you ? Long time no see.”

“Fine, | want to tell you something which | have been thinking about for some time now.”
“Yeah why not! Please tell Mahima.” Mahendra is still trying to guess what’s going on ?

Listening to that mellifluous voice of Mahendra gets butterflies in her stomach. The same tone
she was being called during the proposal skips her heart a beat at present. “l am so sorry for
yelling at you so harshly and humiliating you back in the past. | am so ashamed of that dreadful
incident. | did not understand you at that time but it makes sense now, | can’t undo what | did but
command me to do anything to justify my apology. And to the response of your proposal, | say
YESSSSSS,” Mahima says without a pause.

In a few seconds of both their life a moment has been created to cherish forever. Mahima'’s reply
adds complexity into his buffering thought process and he is awestruck by getting an answer in
his favour after 4 years. “It's completely okay, Mahima. The best thing is that you pour out your
long repressed feelings. By the way, | couldn’t understand the meaning of YESSSSSS ?,
Mahendra asks again to make sure of what she said.

‘I LOVE YOU TOO Mahendra. | don’'t know after a long gap of 4 years, what and how is going on
with your private life ? | don’t know how you cope up alone after that event ? | don’t know whether
you accept me or not ? | don’t know what you think of me now ? | know nothing but | want to know
desperately about your feelings towards me. Whether it's gone or still there ?”
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“‘When it's real, it doesn’t fade away. It hovers within and around you no matter how many people
a person meets, true feelings wouldn’t change. Areal lover can’t be stolen my beloved, Mahima.
| kept waiting for this day my whole life and you not only apologised rather proposed which
makes this day the best day of my life”, confesses Mahendra with happiness.

The evening turns to night without dinner and night turns to morning without sleep. They talked
about everything from where the story never began to a new beginning at present. Four years
were condensed into that whole night. Life is so simple when we say things in a cleansingly clear
manner. It becomes more colourful when people love back with the same intensity. Thus Mahima
marked an end to her quest for a lover. The next day is not an ordinary day. It becomes a rainbow
of every feelings that can’t be seen but can be feltin the heart. Life becomes complete when
love takes hold of it.

aad

For Mahitosh Gopal, 1st year student of P. G. Department of History, Vani Vihar,
the inspiration for writing comes from everyday events and the words we seek
to understand. From JNV Sarang, Dhenkanal to Vani Vihar, via BJB Autonomous
College Bhubaneswar, he evolved himself being from good to better in his
writing forte. He writes poems more than stories and his writings were published
in annual magazines of school and college. Apart from that his poems have
been chosen in digital magazine "Infinity Youth", various Instagram handles
and topped in Poetry Contest 2020. This award winning story ‘ In quest of love”
is his maiden story. He can be reached @ 9668467587 and
mahitoshgopal@gmail.com.
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MAHANADI

Chittaranjan Misra

The river never wanted to be walled.

She used to flow past Hirakud

Singing the glory of the diamond mounds.
She never wanted to be sluiced
Channelled through turbines

Churned.

She never wanted to be checked and choked
On her way to the sea.

She never wanted to drown

The gods of villages

Whose temple crests pop up

When waters of the reservoir recede.

She never wanted to turn a hilltop into an island
Drive away men leaving their cattle there.

The cattle have turned wild now

Like the anger of the displaced.

She never wanted to

Enter into the hunger of furnace.

Did she ever want to

Turn her fishes into crocodiles

Rinse her wrath

On dry hot bed of sands

Along her banks

Emptied of water before reaching the ocean?

aad

Dr. Chittaranjan Misra is a bilingual writer and has published books including
poetry, criticism and translation. His books include Harold Pinter: The Dramatist.
He has translated four plays of Pinter, Albert Camus’s The Outsider into Odia,
authored six anthologies of poems in Odia and One in English. Dr Misra has
published his poems and papers in European Connections, NOCL (USA), Indian
Literature, Kavya Bharati, Indian Journal of English Studies, Atlantic Literary
Review, Rock Pebbles, Indian Age, Muse India and other journals in Odisha. Dr.
Misra has been felicitated by several literary Institutions in Odisha.
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PILLOW-TALKS
Abanidra Udgata

she asked are you sure

that all the doors are shut ?

| was a silent face in darkness.

a quiet ache hangs in the air,

the ceiling descends a few steps below.

Doors are shut tight like eyes

looking inwards away from light and
listening to faint ripples trying to clasp
the sandy limbs of the shore, to hear
the whispers of the night all around .
Night stretched its limbs all over
every little pore of our breaths.

Our pillow-talks are drowned by
the burning smells of wood covered

with moss and grime, unwanted creepers.

she mumbles before drifting in to sleep
something about distances between
two perfect strangers on a rail platform .

aad

Shri Abanindra Udgata ( b. 1956) belongs to 1976-78 batch of Political Science
Department. He retired as a Principal Chief General Manager of the Reserve Bank
of India. in December 2016. Though he had a lifelong passion for literature, post-
retirement he has concentrated on writing poetry. He has been awarded Special
Commendation Prizes twice in 2017 and 2019 by the Poetry Society of India in All
India Poetry Competitions and the prize winning poems have been anthologised.
At present he is engaged in translating some satirical Odia poems into English.
He can be contacted at his email address abaniudgata@gmail.com
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A FLASH BACK
Col ( Dr) Rekha Mohanty

The grand house amidst the lush green
swinging paddy fields

and coconut trees around,

The mango groves smiling

in spring with yellow hues all over
fascinated a lot

as and when found.....1

The slender bright
orange yellow rays

of rising and setting sun
piercing through

thick hanging roots

and branches

of old baniyan tree,

The sweet fragrance

of blooming fresh white flowers dash and mingles in

the night air to
a mighty glory......2

The ringing of bells
at neck of homebound cattles

and the charming sound of the temple gong reverberate at dusk

Then the dim light simmer

at all house front doors
glorifying the evening

with the sacred earthen lamps,
The serenity and sanctity
spreads all over

and the day

folds toa wrap........ 3

I long to be there standing

in same house and court yard
thatis now abandoned

and empty

which was once upon a time
very alive with activities

of many kinds

Oh God!

Let me be there

to feel the past

atleast once in my lifetime
by any chance,
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For | remember being tendered
as a little baby and

loved everything there

in that little remote village

where only bullock carts could go
Now the vivid picture

coming as a flashback

and lagain long

to drenchin rain

play jump and dance......... 4

| dream often sleeping in laps of my granny and walking
around as a toddler

holding old hands,

And | want to feel

the charm of everything once again as | remember
since then and believe

today also it stands........... 5

aad

Rekha Mohanty is an alumni of SCB Medical College.She worked in Himachal
Pradesh State Govt as a medical Officer and in unit of Para military Assam Rifles
before joining Army Medical Corps. She worked in various Peace locations all
over India and Field formations in High Altitudes.She was awarded service medal
for her participation in Op Vijay in Kargil.She is post graduate in Hospital Man-
agement and has done commendable job in inventory management of busy 1030
bedded Army Base Hospital ,Delhi Cantonment for six years and offered Sena
Medal and selected for UN Mission in Africa.After the service in uniform she
worked in Ex Service Men Polyclinic in Delhi NCR till 2021.She writes short sto-
ries and poems both in English and Odia as a hobby and mostly on nature.Being
a frequent traveler,she writes on places.She helps in educating on health mat-
ters in a NGO that works for women upliftment.As an animal lover she is involved
in rehabilitation of injured stray dogs. She lives mostly outside the state and
visits Bhubaneswar very often after retirement.She likes to read non political
articles of interest.She does honorary service for poor patients.
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A DEAD EYE’S WAR DIARY
Prabhanjan K. Mishra

L —

I had seen the war of words
among TV panellists;

bitter words hurled at each other
by my parents. Then this real war —
violent and vitriolic,

the powder billowing

brown and pungent;

smelling of death and blood,

as if, dozens of swamps

breathing foul effluvia;

bullets whizzing, grenades bursting,
bodies disintegrating;

brave hearts donning brave faces,
noses crinkling with icy hatred,
bayonet raised to stab

before getting stabbed;

...their insides turning to pulp with fear
facing the enemy bullets,

bodies collapsing,

crumpled beanbags to the ground.

No joke, buddy!

A dance of the macabre:

spilled brain, ripped-open rib-cages
baring red pulsating hibiscus.

Further, what |, the left eye saw

after the head, that had housed me,
got shot through my twin, the other eye,
the soldier owning me, falling dead

with no time to close me shut.
| remained open, surprise writ large,
‘| can’t believe this’. | saw the wair;
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|, the dead man’s eye —

two confronting soldiers,

enemies by uniform, but cousins

by look, if one ignored ‘47 Partition,
each deep in thought, thinking -
“Do | know you buddy?

Have we met before?

You look like a brother,

notan enemy at all!”

“But my minders have warned,

if | don’t shoot you,

you would shoot me;

though that sounds absolute crap!”

Before each finished thinking

his reasoned, fair-play thoughts,
the coward of the two blinked,
shooting and killing the brave one.

The coward would carry home

a gallantry-medal, also his guilt

of killing a brother like a coward,

a lifetime cross weighing him down.

The brave soldier might die
on the desolate war front,
unsung and unheard; perhaps
declared, ‘lost, not found’.

And |, the dead eye before you,

like Sanjay before Dhritarashtra,

see things what you would never see,
and report to you -

Soldiers don'’t fight wars, they only

act as proxies for their power-hungry leaders.
Peoples across borders don’t hate

one another, rather love the neighbours.

*k%k

(For Poet Haraprasad Das)
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Prabhanjan K. Mishra, an alumnus of 1970-72 batch of Physics Department, Utkal
University, is a poet/ story writer/translator/literary critic, living in Mumbai, India.
The publishers - Rupa & Co. and Allied Publishers Pvt Ltd have published his
three books of poems - VIGIL (1993), LIPS OF A CANYON (2000), and LITMUS
(2005). His poems have been widely anthologized in fourteen different volumes
of anthology by publishers, such as — Rupa & Co, Virgo Publication, Penguin
Books, Adhayan Publishers and Distributors, Panchabati Publications,
Authorspress, Poetrywala, Prakriti Foundation, Hidden Book Press, Penguin
Ananda, Sahitya Akademi etc. over the period spanning over 1993 to 2020. Awards
won - Vineet Gupta Memorial Poetry Award, JIWE Poetry Prize. Former president
of Poetry Circle (Mumbai), former editor of this poet-association’s poetry journal
POIESIS. He edited a book of short stories by the iconic Odia writer in English
translation —- FROM THE MASTER’s LOOM, VINTAGE STORIES OF FAKIRMOHAN
SENAPATI. He is widely published in literary magazines; lately in Kavya Bharati,
Literary Vibes, Our Poetry Archives (OPA) and Spillwords.
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Dilip Mohapatra completed his
M.Sc. in Physics from Ravenshaw
College, Cuttack, in 1971. A deco-
rated Navy Veteran from Pune, In-
dia, he is a well acclaimed poet and
author in contemporary English.
His poems regularly appear in
many literary journals and antholo-
gies worldwide. He has six poetry
collections, two non-fictions and a
short story collection to his credit.
He is a regular contributor to Liter-
ary Vibes. He has been awarded the
prestigious Naji Naaman Literary
Awards for 2020 for complete work.
The society has also granted him
the honorary title of '‘Member of
Maison Naaman pour la Culture’.
His website may be accessed at
dilipmohapatra.com.

CONTINUUM
Dilip Mohapatra

Every dusk the curtain drops
And the crimson dissolves

Into the blackness that spreads
Over the azure expanse

With weak occasional dazzles
Of the sprinkling of sparklers
And from somewhere beyond the
Distant horizon the dogs' wails
Waftin through your windows
That you shutin haste

Hoping to insulate yourself.

Every evening the contagious shadows
Lose their individuality

Having merged with the infinity

And no longer taunt you

About your stolid opacity.

You don't blow soap bubbles
Under the street light

Neither do you colour

Your dreams with brush strokes
Of the cosmic chaos.

Every little death you die every day
Comes alive in the dark

To engulfyou

To spread over you like a quilt
Getting thicker every passing day
Till it smothers you

And takes your last breath away.

You don't see the fading dawn
Ever again

And lose your identity in the
No man's land.

aad
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AN ODE TO THE MOON

Archee Biswal

Tonight's one of those nights

When the moon refuses to accompany me
To the land of dreams,

Instead dragging me into

The forbidden land of imaginations
Making me drown in the memories

Even though | am trying so hard

(Trust me)

To swim towards the safe shore.

Do you hear me, dear moon?

| cannot afford to wander into
that once familiar

but now unknown land anymore.
At least not tonight.

| get that we are both lonely,

But I'm afraid tonight

I'll have to leave your hand

And save my sanity

For | do not wantto lose it again.

This poem secured 1st position in the
English poetry competition organised by
Utkal University Alumni Association, in
collaboration with Alumni Connect.

But who knows,

We'll meet tomorrow-

And I'll tell you everything
You'll whisper your secrets

- J
And maybe we can act like old friends again,
Keeping each other company in the
Dark, cold winter nights-
We’'ll act completely insane.
[ [
~

Archee Biswal, is a 1st year student of P. G. Department of Analytical and Applied
Economics, Vani Vihar. It has been her dream to be a writer ever since she was 9
years old, and she wrote her first poem in the same year. Her poems and short
stories have been published in various magazines such as Chandamama and Kloud
9. She also likes dancing, painting, and playing instruments such as the keyboard
and guitar. She can speak 6 languages including German and Spanish which she
learnt when was staying in Germany. She loves travelling and wish to travel the
world and collect experiences that can help her achieve the dream of becoming an
accomplished writer one day. She can be reached @ 8114392065 and
archee.biswal@gmail.com.

J
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WAILING WOMAN
Gracy Kujur

A woman was crying.

Her screams echoed through the night
Her pleading howls along with the dogs
Could be heard in the distant.

Not the kind to fade with time
Constantly lingering in the back ground
Until suddenly torise again

Before falling back to the baseline
Words were seeping

In between mumbling sobs

It remained undeciphered

What she wanted to articulate.

But | knew she will haunt me

For many nights to come

For not following her harrowing trail
To soothe her agonizing mourns
For being awake and yet

Laying still in my bed

Waiting for it to end.

Soon she will find me
And rip my silent throat
Forleaving unanswered
Her wailing calls.

aad

This poem secured 2nd position in the
English poetry competition organised by
Utkal University Alumni Association, in
collaboration with Alumni Connect.

and gracykujur90@gmail.com.

Miss Gracy Kuijur, is a 1st year student of P. G. Department of English, Vani
Vihar. Writing poetry is her new area of interest for the last couple of years outside
of reading.This poem is one of her works. She can be reached @ 9348047927
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UNHEALTHY FEMINISM
Punyasweta Mohanty

‘I am not free while any woman’s unfree, even when her shackles are very different from my
own.” —Andre Lorde.

When my maternal grandfather died, my mother’s family didn’t print her name on the card that
invites people to the eleventh day. Mother was very upset when she found out. When she said it
out loud at dinner that night, my father told her that it was probably because in our tradition it isn’t
customary to write down the daughter’s name on the card. Of course, | was annoyed. | argued
that if it isn’t our tradition then we should make it our tradition. Does it make her any less of a
child just because she is a woman? Because she is a woman she no longer has a say in her
father’s family? Doesn’t she have the same rights on her father as her brothers?

Of course, | got too emotional. But because | threw a fit she called up her brother and said she
was pretty upset at what had happened. He apologised. Turns out it was simply a mistake. It
wasn’t as if they intentionally left out her name but that it simply slipped somehow in all the hurry
and the card was already being reprinted. It turns out, when he showed it my father, my dad
thought and the key word here is thought, that it was part of our culture so he didn’t even protest
for my mother’s sake for the sake of peace in the family. This infuriated me.

| tried to make my family understand that | wasn’t mad at what happened, | was mad because my
dad could think that because it was part of our culture this was okay. It was his thinking style and
not the fact that he didn’t even bother to say anything, afraid of the consequences. | was asked
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to calm down by my family. They told me that it was not the right time. After all my grandfather had
just died and we all just wanted things to go smoothly. But | couldn’t stop. | told them that if | didn’t
raise a voice, things wouldn’t be solved. That people shouldn’t just fight for what they believe in
only when it's convenient. The minute things get a bit uncomfortable | can’t simply turn my belief
system around and pretend it's no big deal.

| couldn’t sleep that night. | tried to explain my point but nobody understood. For days I felt heavy
as if someone has kicked all the energy out of me. | felt exhausted. In my session that week, | told
my therapist about this. She listened calmly and then putting a glass in front of me said, ‘drink’.
| did. She continued, ‘Now, imagine the glass overflowing with water. Would you have been able
to drinkit?’ | said, no. she said, ‘Exactly. Only when the water is contained inside the container
and not overflowing can one expect to drink it. But once the water starts spilling everywhere, one
can’t. This is what happened with you.” My emotions overflowed. They spilled everywhere and
hence no one gotit. Had | contained myself and calmly explained it to others, maybe they would’'ve
gotten it. | always wondered why is it that people think that I’'m aggressive, too emotional when it
came to feminism. | always wondered, why isn’t everyone? Men and women are born equal. And
yet to this day women must fight for their rights, isn’t that sad? Why doesn'’t it bother the masses?

When | write ‘unhealthy feminism’, | don’t mean that feminismis unhealthy. It isn’t. what | mean to
say is that feminism gets to the one who believes in itin ways that aren’t always healthy. Just like
it happened with me. The rest of the family moved on, went about their daily chores but | got
stuck. | still haven’t got over it. The termitself has become scandalous over the years. People
think its synonymous with man-hating. No itisn'’t. It is about equality. And one cannot imagine an
equal world with one gender superior to all others. The negative impression people have about
feminists probably stems from the termitself. Had it been, let’s say, Equalism, maybe people
would’ve been more open about it. But this aside, having to prove a point at every single stage
of life really takes a toll on the feminist. Or should | say, Equalist?

The biggest problem is that people more often do not even realise that something is sexist. The
discrimination, the prejudice is such an inherent part of our daily lives that it becomes too subtle
to notice. And when the feminist points it out, they are said to be over reacting.

Let me give you an example. When my brother was getting married, | was in charge of all the
arrangements. When me and my uncle went to a really magnificent, really famous place to book
it for the reception day, the guy, may be the manager or the director kept on talking to my uncle.
Even though my uncle kept on repeating that | was in charge, the guy did not even look at me. He
refused to acknowledge my presence in the room. It was as if | were invisible. In the end my
uncle played the role of a mediator. He talked to uncle and | replied to my uncle. | had never felt
so little in my life. When | said this out loud | was accused of drawing conclusions to fast, of
making issues out of nothing. Little do they know about wanting to matter, wanting to be listened,
but being unable to.

Another reaction that | have come across while talking about feminism are question about why
am | not talking about global warming, for instance. Why am | not talking about poverty? | get that
these are urgentissues as well and issues | also feel strongly about. But reacting in such a way
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to arguments about feminism is simply taking things out of context. While talking about feminism
| am going to be talking about feminism and not about educational policies. These incidents
aren’tisolated incidents happening only to me. It happens to everyone, everywhere in the world.
And just this knowledge further infuriates me.

Before | knew what the term ‘feminism’ was, | still believed all of us were born equal. But the
more one becomes aware the more one starts to notice the blurred lines between equality ad
inequality. And truth be told itis confusing. When do we fight for our rights and when do we not?
One cannot expect to win all battles after all. When do we make it an issue and when do we let
itgo? Should | try to be a good girl or should I fight for what’s right? This confusion gets to me.
And not just me but to pretty much all the feminists out there. Because of the way things are
there, is a clash between wanting to be liked and wanting to stand up for your rights.

This confusion leads to anger. The more we listen to such incidents, the angrier we get. We get
too emotional. The water can no longer be contained in the glass. Even knowing about some
injustice that happened more than thirty years ago to my mother when she wasn’t given highest
mark in practical exam even though she deserved it and did get the highest in theory paper just
because she was a woman, makes me angry, still. Because women have to do everything twice
as good as men to be thought half as good as pointed out by Charlotte Whitton, affects me.

All these little, big incidents throughout history accumulate and | lash out. When one lashes out
over seemingly unimportant events, itisn’t just the anger of that particular event. It is all those
repressed emotions of a hundred thousand years of oppression lying dormant in the collective
unconscious. WWhen a volcano erupts, its magma destroys everything. Similarly lashing out doesn’t
really help the cause of feminism. It is exactly what makes it unhealthy.

| am young and a novice in the field of feminism. My actions haven’t yet influenced the nation, let
alone the world. But | believe that one doesn’t have to do great, big things to make important
changes. For, like Maya Angelou said, each time a woman stands up for herself, without knowing
it possibly, without claiming it, she stands up for all women.

aad

Punyasweta Mohanty is a 1st Year student of PG Department of Psychology, Vani
Vihar. She may be contacted@ 7328811100.
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Mr. Prashanta Nanda,MP, delivering the 11th lecture of the ‘MEET THE ALUMNI

LECTURE SERIES’ on 21-05- 2022, jointly organised by the Alumni Association
and the Alumni Connect of Utkal University.
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