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BUILDING A
POWERFUL ODISHA

OHPC, a gold-rated state PSU of Odisha, has been enabling
a future of sustainability by operating, maintaining and modernizing hydroelectric
power and other non-conventional energy sources by supplying 25%-40%
power demand of its people, single-handedly.

OUR PROJECTS AT A GLANCE
TOTAL INSTALLED CAPACITY: 2099.80 MW
BURLA-287.80 MW | CHIPLIMA-72 MW | BALIMELA-510 MW | RENGALI-250 MW

UPPER KOLAB-320 MW | UPPER INDRAVATI-600 MW
MACHKUND-60 MW (ODISHA SHARE)
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RAJ BHAVAN

Dr. Hari Babu Kambhampati
Governor, Odisha

| am pleased to know that the Alumni Association-Utkal University is
celebrating its 5th Raising Day on August 21, 2025 to mark five years of its
remarkable progress, dedication and excellence in shaping the intellectual
and cultural landscape of Odisha and beyond. A special edition of
“UTKALAYANA” is also being brought out to commemorate the event.

| extend my deepest appreciation to the faculty, staff, students and alumni
for their unwavering dedication to the mission and vision of Utkal University
in nurturing young minds, promoting research and upholding the rich
cultural heritage of Odisha. The association’s tireless efforts in cultivating a
vibrant academic community, rooted in values of inclusivity and excellence,
have left an indelible mark on countless lives.

| wish Alumni Association-Utkal University continued success, growth and
prominence in the years ahead, as it continues to illuminate the path of
knowledge and progress for the future generations.

| wish the celebration and publication all success.

e

(Hari Babu Kambhampati)

Phone : 91-674-2536111/2536222, Fax : 91-674-2536582, E-mail : govodisha@nic.in, Website : www.rajbhavanodisha.gov.in
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SURYABANSHI SURAJ
MINISTER OF STATE (IND.)
Higher Education, Sports & Youth Services
Odia Language, Literature & Culture, Odisha

| am glad to know that the Alumni Association of Utkal University is celebrating its 5th
Raising Day on 21st August and is bringing out a special edition of its annual souvenir
"Utkalayana."

Utkal University, one of the premier institutions of Odisha, has been a centre of
knowledge, research and cultural enrichment for decades. Its alumni have
distinguished themselves in diverse spheres of life and continue to bring laurels to the
alma mater. The Alumni Association has been playing a significant role in
strengthening the bond between the University and its former students, thereby
creating a vibrant network of learning and collaboration.

The publication of "Utkalayana" reflects the collective spirit, ideas and aspirations of
the alumni community. | am confident that this special edition will not only highlight the
achievements of the Association but also inspire the present and future generations of
students to carry forward the rich legacy of Utkal University.

On this joyous occasion, | extend my warm greetings and best wishes to all members
of the Alumni Association. The Association's continued growth will further enrich the
legacy and excellence of Utkal University.

gfigal 2
(Suryabanshi Suraj)

Address. : Res. Office: QR No-6R-2, Unit-VI, Bhubaneswar-751001
Office: Room No.MB-I-006 & 007, Lok Seva Bhawan, Bhubaneswar, Odisha-751001
e-Mail id.: suryabanshi.suraj@gov.in
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| am pleased to convey my best wishes to the Alumni Association of Utkal
University on its 5th Annual Day, to be held on 21st August 2025. It is equally
heartening that the souvenir Utkalayana is being released to mark this special
event.

As the first university of Odisha, Utkal University holds a place of distinction in the
state's academic and cultural life. What makes this legacy truly meaningful is not
only the institution itself, but the people who have walked through its corridors. The
alumni are the living strength of Utkal University. They carry its values wherever
they go, and through their achievements they keep the name of the alma mater
alive.

| am grateful to the Alumni Association for keeping this bond strong and for
standing by the University in its growth. The publication of Utkalayana is a befitting
step in this direction. It brings together memories, reflections, and aspirations, and
it will surely inspire present students to take pride in their university.

| wish the 5th Annual Day celebrations and the publication of Utkalayana all
success.

]

(Jagneshwar Dandapat)
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4th ANNUAL DAY FUNCTION OF ALUMNI ASSOCIATION

PLASTIC FREE CAMPUS DRIVE

| ALUMNI ASSOCIATION - UTKAL UNIVERSITY
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| Gl alumniassociation.utkal @gmail.com | Website:www.utkalalumni.in

e the Alumni Association Office with Office bearers
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ACTIVITIES OF ALUMNI ASSOCIATION

Alumni Association - Utkal University jointly with Utkal University Authorities organised a felicitation
programme for Dr. Mrutyunjay Mohapatra, the Cyclone Man of India on 17-06-2025. Dr Mohapatra, a
proud Alumunus of Utkal University, is currently serving as the Director General of Meteorology at the
Meteorological Department, Govt. of India and the Third Vice-President of World Meteorological
Organization (WMO).

_

The group photograph of participants of Song Competition with judges, musicians & some of the Office
bearers of Alumni Association.




ACTIVITIES OF ALUMNI ASSOCIATION

Alumni Association — Utkal University jointly with Alumni Connect organised a Talk by Prof. Dr. Bedangdas
Mohanty, Senior Professor at NISER On "Science: Relevance to the Society and the Journey” under “Meet
the AlumniProgramme” on 31.01.2025 at P.G Council Hall, Utkal University, Vani Vihar.

Alumni Association —Utkal University jointly with Alumni Connect organise a Talk by Padma Shri Kumkum
Mohanty, an Internationally Acclaimed Odishi Dancer and Guru On her “life's Journey” Under “Meet the
Alumni Programme” on 25.02.2025 at P.G Council Hall, Utkal University, VaniVihar.
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Our expertise in power transmission is directed towards one goal, the happiness and
comfort of the people of Orissa.

Our Objectives :
* Expansion of transmission network.
¢ Up-gradation of Grid sub-station & Transmission lines.

¢ Evacuation of power from up-coming generation plants.

Taking power to the people is the motto at OPTCL

PPS

Lileline of Odisha

Odisha Power Transmission Corporation Ltd.
Janpath, Bhubaneswar - 751 022, Odisha, www.optcl.co.in
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‘ GUIDELINES FOR UTKALAYANA A

1. Utkalayana is published on the occasion of Annual Function of Alumni
Association, Utkal University as its Annual Magazine.

2. ltis bi-lingual - articles in Odia and English find a place in Utkalayana.

3. It hosts articles from the Alumni, the faculty, current students of the
University and eminent writers.

4. While promoting and propagating talent in literary writings such as
Poems and Short stories, Utkalayana also encourages articles on
contemporary socio-economic issues and on policy initiatives
particularly in the field of education. Reminiscences and anecdotal
articles on Utkal University are welcome. Utkalayana will not publish
any article directly or indirectly promoting political agenda, or conflicts
on caste, community or regligious lines.

5. All efforts should be made by the contributors to ensure that the
language of the articles should not be offensive, or indecent in any
manner.

6. All submissions should be accompanied by a passport size photograph
and a short biodata of the writer. The biodata should be limited to 100
words and should clearly mention the years and the Department in
which the contributor studied in the university.

7. Decision of the Editorial Board in selection and editing of the articles
is final.

8. The views and opinions expressed in the articles are entirely and
unequivocally of the writer. Neither the Editorial Board of Utkalayana
nor the office bearers of the UU Alumni Association are responsible
for them in any manner.
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The next stop was Haridaspur station, may be
fifteen minutes away. Sitanshu stood near the
door of the train compartment and looked out.
Afternoon was waning, the silent shadow of
the evening was creeping slowly over the small
hills. Rains had been copious this year; it was
green everywhere. Late October flowers dotted
the hillside, a riot of colours lent a celestial
beauty to it.

A familiar, intoxicating smell overpowered his
senses. Ah, Ketaki flowers! Yes, there was a
row of Ketaki bushes here, he remembered
from forty three years back! Looked like Ketaki
bushes still made the passersby forget
themselves for a few moments, even now.

The last time Sitanshu had got down at
Haridaspur station was forty three years back,
to attend the wedding of Kamalini, his friend
Narottam's sister. He had walked down the half
a mile distance to their house. There were
relatives everywhere. Narottam, his room mate
in the hostel, was very happy to see him.
Kamalini came half an hour later, her hand
decorated with Mehndi, head covered with a
veil, eyes, her beautiful eyes, glowing with an
unspoken joy. She touched his feet and smiled
coyly. He wanted to tell her, "See, | came,
because | had promised to you, remember?"
But he just stood there, transfixed at her
beautiful, blushing face and she quietly slipped
away.

XXXXX

This was the second time he was seeing
Kamalini. He had come there a year back with
Narottam when they had a two days' vacation
in college. Narottam's parents were happy to
see their son's room mate and his mother made
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all kinds of delicacies to feed them, particularly
daalma and fried potatoes, Sitanshu's favorite
dishes.

On the evening Sitanshu arrived, he sensed
Kamalini's presence but did not see her. He
knew the daughter of the house was helping
the mother in the kitchen, but when she was
asked to come and serve the two friends, she
refused. Narottam's mother smiled and said,
"Look at her, she is too shy, God knows how
this girl would manage in her in-laws' home!"
Narottam whispered to Sitanshu, "My sister,
Kamalini, her wedding is already fixed."

Sitanshu was shocked. Wedding! How old was
Kamalini, when Narottam was just about
eighteen! Narottam explained to him, Kamalini
was one and half years younger to him. She
had finished high school last year and had
started going to college at Haridaspur, but a
few months back some ruffians harassed her
on the way back from college. She was scared
and started running, the rascals were chasing
her, when a young lecturer drove by in a
motorbike and confronted them. They were not
locals, must have got down from the train at
Haridaspur looking for mischief. They thrashed
the young lecturer, but that gave enough time
to Kamalini to escape.

Her parents refused to send her to college
again. The young lecturer visited a few times
to persuade them to send her to college, but
they did not relent. But a few visits were enough
to convince the young man that he could not
live without the young, demure girl who used
to come and pay her respects to 'Sir' and hurry
inside. It's a different matter that she used to
peep from behind the curtains to enjoy the
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nervousness and restlessness of the young,
handsome and heroic man who had taken quite
a few blows from the ruffians for her sake!

No one was surprised when the young lecturer's
parents came one day with a 'proposal’ for
marriage of their son with Kamalini and it was
accepted with glee by her parents.

On the second morning the two friends had
gone for a walk and on return were sitting in
the outer room sipping tea, when Sitanshu
sensed a presence just beyond the curtains.
Some one was standing there, a young girl,
whose fair, dainty feet adorned by two anklets
stared at him. He knew it was Kamalini,
listening to them. He got up and quickly moved
the curtain aside. Before him was the cutest,
loveliest sixteen year old girl he had ever seen,
in real life or in dreams. Narottam shouted at
her, "Hey, monkey, touch my friend's feet and
take his blessings!" Kamalini giggled, stuck her
tongue out and made a face at her brother.
Then she folded her hands, threw a namaskar
in the air towards Sitanshu, and ran away, shy
and demure, never to appear again till their
stay was over the next morning.

In the evening Sitanshu had a glimpse of her,
cladin ayellow saree, pallu on her head, kneeling
before the Tulsi plant in the courtyard and singing
"Aahey dayamaya biswa bihari..." a bhajan which
Is usually rendered in the evenings while lighting
the evening lamp at the Tulsi plant. In the dim
light coming from the rooms, the kneeling figure
of the delicate girl mesmerised him, taking him
to a land of lilting songs, soft lights and glowing
maidens surrendering themselves at the feet of
smiling Gods.

For many evenings after that he would just
close his eyes and the prayer would come
wafting through the air filling him with a
fragrance of sandal wood dhoop sticks and
flickering shadows of a singing Kamalini
against a gently swaying Tulsi plant.

The next morning, when they took leave from
Narottam's parents, touching their feet,

Sitanshu's eyes were searching for Kamalini.
He knew she was somewhere close by; but
was too shy to come out. He only heard a voice
asking from behind a curtain, "When will you
come again?" Sitanshu was waiting for
Narottam to answer, his friend nudged him and
whispered, "She is asking you. | have already
taken leave of her." Sitanshu replied in a
trembling voice, "l will come to your wedding,
to bless you." There was a soft giggle in reply.

And Sitanshu did come, to bless this pure,
simple girl with oceans of love and tenderness
from his young heart. That was the last time
he had come to Haridaspur. Every time he went
by train this way he would remember her. After
finishing his two years of College, he had gone
away to Regional Engineering College,
Durgapur to get a degree in Mechanical
Engineering and had got a job at the Ordnance
Factory near Ambajhari, Nagpur.

Sitanshu had lost touch with Narottam couple
of years after joining the Engineering college.
For his wedding, he had simply sent a card to
"Narottam Biswal, Haridaspur, Cuttack" and his
friend had come. That's when he was shocked
to know about the sad fate of Kamalini who had
lost her husband to an attack of Meningitis, two
years after marriage. She found it difficult to live
at her in-laws' place due to constant torture and
harassment. Childless, she returned to her
parents. No amount of persuasion made her
agree to marry again and with Narottam's
consent his father had given half their landed
property to her. She was trying to geta job as a
teacher in the local primary school. That was
the last Sitanshu had heard anything about
Kamalini. But on many occasions whenever he
heard an evening prayer anywhere, the kneeling
figure of a shy Kamalini came to him, a glimpse
from the past, like a lovely flower swaying gently
to a cool breeze.

He and his wife Abantika spent thirty five years
at Ambajhari, a life of apparent bliss, but torn
apart by a torturous loneliness. Despite all
medical assistance, they could never have a



child and a sense of acute melancholy
tormented them throughout their life. After
retirement he came to settle at Bhubaneswar.
And within a year he lost Abantinka to a
massive stroke, her heart torn to shreds
through constant grief over childlessness.

Sitanshu knew, the world is divided into two
types of people - those who can look after
themselves and those who 'can't even make a
cup of tea'. He belonged to the second
category and his life broke into inconsolable
fragments. For about a year he roamed around
all over the country, going from place to place,
eating sundry kinds of food, sleeping in lodges,
hotels, ashrams and finally tired, he returned
to his three bed room flat at Bhubaneswar.
Every nook and corner of the flat reminded him
of Abantika and today he had left home heading
to his sister's place a few stations away.

XXXXX

Ah, in a few minutes the train would reach
Haridaspur. Would she be still there? Kamalini
of the past, a shadow that had never left his
consciousness, peeping through veils of
shyness and giggling coyness? On a strange
impulse he collected his small bag and got
down from the train at Haridaspur.

Evening had already set in. There were so
many shops now, all lit up with bright lights.
Forty three years back there was none, except
a tiny hut, lit by a lantern, selling paan and
cigarettes. Sitanshu vaguely remembered the
path to his friend's house and walked on. The
village had completely changed, thatched
houses had given way to pucca roofs, through
the windows he could see television sets
throwing off kaleidoscopic colours and blaring
music from inside.

UTKALAYANA

Sitanshu stood still after walking for half a mile,
he had no idea which of the houses held
Kamalini. Sweat broke out on his forehead. Did
he commit a mistake, getting down from the
train so impulsively? And then from one of the
houses he heard bells ringing and the lilting
prayer of "Ahey dayamaya biswa
bihari"...coming out, floating in the evening air
and filling it with a sweet fragrance of sandal
wood sticks.

Kamalini!!! Her voice was unmistakable after
all these years, and she was still using sandal
wood sticks for her evening prayers! He went
near the house and waited for the prayer to be
over. And then he knocked at the door, a slow
tentative knock. After an interminable minute
or so, lights came on inside the house and
Kamalini emerged, beautiful, dignified and
soulful like the prayer which was still hanging
in the air. Unknown to him, Sitanshu's heart
started beating violently. Would she recognise
him, would she call him in?

Kamalini looked at him for a second, pulled
the veil over her head, bent and touched his
feet. And, as if she was waiting for this moment
all these years, she went inside, brought a
pitcher of water and placed before him, "Go
and wash your feet and come inside. Rice is
ready, | will make daalma and fry some
potatoes for you. | know how much you love
them."

(From the Author's book "The Jasmine Girl at
Haji Ali and Other Stories' published in 2022)
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He saw the small crowd in front of his house
as he neared it and got behind a Ganga Siuli
(night-jasmine) tree. The tree hid his small and
frail body perfectly. His pulse rate quickened.
Taking absolute care that he was not seen,
eight-year-old Biju peeped from behind the
tree, his breath coming in irregular gasps. He
had been running hard all the way from the
school to his home. But Dinu, the paan-seller
in front of the school had beaten him to it.
Because he had rode his bicycle. Biju had not
expected it. It had never crossed his mind that
Dinu would reach his house with his allegations
before Biju could gain time to narrate his own
version of the story to his father. His thoughts
went back to the happenings of the morning
as he watched his father speaking to Dinu who
was waving his hands excitedly and at times
joining them together in a gesture of respect.

It was the morning of the fifteenth of the
August, the Independence Day. Biju and Jitu,
his close friend, had taken an early bath and
donned in white shirts and blue half-pants had
arrived at the school. Students of the senior
classes had reached even earlier and made alll
the arrangements for the flag hoisting. After the
flag hoisting and the speeches, they were given
a packet of refreshment each. Biju and Jitu along
with some other classmates walked back home.
Some older boys were playing football in the
large ground adjacent to the school. ‘Let’s watch
the game for a while,’ Biju suggested and they
settled on one of the empty benches of the
gallery. They ate the refreshments as they
watched the boys playing. The football game
continued for about another half hour and then
the players dispersed. Biju and his friends too
came out of the playground.

ORANGE CANDY ADVENTURE

Snehaprava Das

As they crossed Dinu’s paan-shop on
their way back home. Biju’'s eyes fell on the
miniature tri-colours that hung in a row at one
side of the cabin. They looked so beautiful!! And
there was also the mouthwatering display of
lozenges in attractive colours and shapes inside
glass jars. Dinu was busily dabbing the paan
leaves with chuna( paste of lime stone powder
)with a brush, folding paans for the customers
who stood waiting in front of the shop. Some
were taking out lozenges and biscuits from the
jars and putting the money on the small wooden
counter behind the row of the jars. Biju
rummaged in the pocket of his pants. There was
only a two-rupee coin. ‘Look, how lovely the tiny
national flags look,” he said to Jitu. ‘Yes, and
the lozenges, too. They are in the shapes of
tiny animals and flowers and fruits.’

‘Do you have any money with you?’

Jitu shook his head, his face registering his
disappointment.

‘| have two rupees’ Biju said. ‘Come with me.’
Biju said, a note of confidence ringing through
the words.

‘What can two rupees fetch?’ Jitu remarked
discouragingly. ‘You go and buy whatever you
can with your big money. | am going home.’
He walked away. Biju walked up to the shop.
Dinu was still busy in making paans. ‘Well?’
he glanced at Biju.

‘How much for a flag?’ Biju asked hesitantly.

‘One rupee each. How many of them you
want?’

‘One’

Dinu took one of the metal flags off the string

and handed it to Biju. ‘How much for the orange
coloured lozenge?’



‘Two for a rupee,’ Dinu said irritably. “Tell me
soon what do you want? Can’t you see | am
busy?’

The orange-coloured lozenges looked
so tempting!! What shall he do with only two of
them? The tiny things will melt away as soon
as they go into the mouth. Biju stood in front of
the shop eyeing the lozenges, his mouth
salivating,frustration pricking at his heart. He
was not able to decide whether to relinquish
the metal national flag or the lozenge. Both
were important, neither of themcould be done
without. Dinu had no time to wait for Biju to
make his decision. Morning- hour customers
had gathered by his shop, and he was
preoccupied in catering to their demands. One
of the customers, an elderly person, took off
the lid of the jar of the lozenges and took out a
handful of the mouth-watering orange cloves
and spread them out on the wooden counter.
He began picking out the good ones and
keeping them at one side. ‘My son loves these.’
He said as he counted them. Guardedly, Biju
made his way to the counter worming through
the waiting customers. No one seemed to take
notice of him. Even the man who was counting
the ones he had chosen had turned to talk to
another man who stood a little away from the
shop. Biju’s eyes riveted on the small piles of
lozenges which lay spread out on the counter.
Dinu was taking out something from the
shelves, his back turned towards Biju.

The customers were busy chatting
amongst themselves. Some were scanning the
newspapers. When he was sure no one looked
in his direction, Biju reached out at the counter,
grabbed a handful of lozenges and
backtracked cautiously trying to lose himself
in the gathering crowd. As he was about to turn
and run, one of the customers sighted him and
called out. ‘Hey, boy! What are you up to? Keep
them back.’ All eyes turned towards Biju who,
his heart thumping, began running as fast as
his legs could carry him. But Dinu rushed out
from the small door by the corner of the shop
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and chased him. Frantic in fear Biju ran faster
to escape Dinu who was chasing him like a
devil from the hell. Suddenly his feet struck
something hard. Biju stumbled and fell and the
next moment Dinu was on him, grabbing the
collar of his white shirt, now soiled with dust
and dirt. Dinu gave him a hard slap and
recovered the lozenges. ‘Wait, | will complain
to your father. You little thief!’ He screamed,
pointing a menacing forefinger at him.

And now he had reached Biju’s home,
carrying his complaint.From behind the tree
where he hid himself, Biju saw his father saying
something to Dinuwaving his hand, perhaps,
in a gesture of assurance. Dinu once again
joined his palms in respect and turned to leave.
The small crowd dispersed soon. Father stood
looking around for a while and went inside the
house.

*kkkkkkk

Biju came out of his hiding place and sprinted
towards the back of his house. Taking utmost
care not to get spotted by anyone he sneaked
inside through the backdoor, and crossing the
small back yard in a few quick steps he tiptoed
into the small room by the staircase. The room
was crammed with junks and unused stuff.
Careful not to make any noise, he pushed the
door open and got inside. A blast of musty smell
emitting out of the old, unused articles hit his
nostrils as he did so. He waited to get his eyes
accustomed to the thin darkness that hovered
in the room and then glanced around. There
was a rickety, wooden cot on which lay
discarded clothes and some other useless
articles in a heap. He slipped under the cot
and lay down on the floor, breathing out a sigh
of relief.

He could hear the voice of his father.
Then of his grandmother and mother. He
pricked his ears to listen. The voice of his father
grew distinct as, Biju guessed, he strode
towards the staircase. ‘Let that boy come back.
| will teach him a lesson he will never forget.
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He is subjecting me to such humiliation! | will
break this stick on his back. The rascal!!’ Biju
heard his father swearing.

‘He is after all a kid,” Biju heard his grandmother
protesting. ‘What a big crime did he commit?
Just took a few lozenges! Why are you raising
a hell?

‘It is your pampering that has spoilt the idiot.
He had stolen from the shop! He is a bloody
thief!’ His father fumed.

‘Calm down.’ Biju’s mother said. Her voice was
cool and composed. ‘He needs to be told that
stealing is a crime. Punishment could make a
negative impact. | wonder where he had learnt
all this!

‘Do not tell me what | should do,” His father
shouted back. ‘I know how to handle the fellow.’
The sound receded as his father walked away
from the place.

‘| will not come out now. At least until my father’s
temper is cooled down a bit.” Biju decided. He
was tired and his legs were aching from all that
running. He pulled out a torn sheet from the
pile of clothes and spread it on the floor under
the cot. He stretched himself on it and closed
his eyes.

‘Father hates me,’ Biju thought bitterly.
‘He has always disparaged me, regarded me
as a naive, and a good for nothing boy. And
look, how he, on the other hand, dotes on apa.’
Arepulsive, pungent fluid filled Biju’s mouthas
he thought about how father gave priority to
his elder sister’'s demands. He would give her
extra pocket money and cater to most of her
needs without a line of reluctance crossing his
face. It was not so with Biju. Biju’s father would
always consider him as the black ship of the
family, the dumbhead, an ugly scar on his
father’s reputation. A drop of tear tricked down
the corner of his closed eye as he mulled over
the discriminatory behaviour of his father.

The place was somewhere in the middle
of a forest. Lonely, but blissfully calm. The air
was a cool, enchanting flow. The sun shone

through the strips of rain clouds and birds sang
from their hidden perches in the lush green
trees. Biju stood in front of a wooden cabin
where glass jars, covered with lids stood
elegantly in a row on a wooden rack. The jars
were filled with crystal candies, a cornucopia of
colours, green, yellow, crimson, in alluring
shapes, fruits, flowers, orange-cloves!! The
cabin was empty. He stood there for a long time,
waiting for the shopkeeper. A long time passed
but no one came. It was too much of an effort to
resist the urge to fill his mouth with one or two
of the mouthwatering things the transparent jars
displayed. He cast a quick, shifty glance around
and reached out for a jar filled to its neck with
candies shaped like tiny orange cloves. He
caught hold of the jar with a strong grip and
pulled it out of the rack. He held the jar in his left
hand and lifted the lid. Holding the jar in his left
hand he put his right hand inside the jarand
grabbed as many lozenges he could hold in his
fist. And then, to his utter dismay, he found that
he could not take his hand out of the jar. It was
caught in an awkward angle in the neck of the
jar. Neither could he open his fist to empty the
contents nor could he bring it out of the jar. He
struggled hard to pull his hand out of the jar. As
his right hand came ricochetting off its mouth
the jar slipped from left hand and fell. It hit a
small stone that protruded out of the ground with
loud crash. The jar smashed sending glass in a
crystal spray around and the candies
scattereddown mosaicking the ground in fancy
shapes and colours. Suddenly from nowhere a
large mass of black insects crawled in and
swarmed around the lozenges, covering them
like ugly, wooly shells. When Biju tried to recover
some of the candies, the insects stung him with
their long proboscises drawing blood out of him.
He beat his hands and legs frantically to shove
them away. His hands hit something hard and
he howled in pain, startled out of his sleep.

The mosquitoes were all around him,
humming, stinging him. His skin felt itchy. He
slapped at them blindly. Where was he? And



where from all these mosquitoes came? And
the memory of the morning came slowly
sweeping back to him. He snatching the orange
lozenges and Dinu slapping him and then
coming to complain to his father. His father’s
angry vow to teach Biju a lesson, and he hiding
under the cot in the junk room. How long had
he fallen asleep? He slowly raised his head
and looked out. The room was in total
darkness. He was feeling hungry but he would
not dare to come out from under the cot. He
heard voices from a distance and pricked his
ears to listen. Someone was crying. Crying?
No, may be whimpering. It was his mother, he
guessed. ‘Why was she crying?

Has father punished her for my
wrongdoing?’ Biju’'s heart went out to his
mother. ‘Poor mother! She had to go through
all this pain on account of me!’ Then he heard
his father saying something. The voice drew
closer and got clearer. ‘Where are you my
precious? My darling son? Come back. Come
back. | swear in the name of God that | will not
touch you. Biju!’’ His father was sobbing hard.
Slowly Biju slid out from under the cot and
stood listening, not believing his ears. His father
was actually crying. And what did he say about
not touching him, Biju tried to recollect, his
mouth slightly open in surprise.

‘It is all your fault.” This time it was his
grandmother. ‘He must have learnt somehow
that you promised to thrash him and ran away.
How could you be so heartless? What did he
do after all? He had just taken a handful of
candies from the shop. Is that such a great
crime and you are all set to hang him for that!

‘He squanders away his pocket money. He had
to steal because he did not have money to buy
the lozenges.’ His elder sister said.

‘Did he tell you that he had no money with him?’
his father’s voice.

‘Yes,’ his elder sister answered.

‘And what did you do when you learnt he had
no money?’ his father snapped at her. ‘You are
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his elder sister, after all. He might want to buy
certain things. On the occasion of the
Independence Day. Shouldn’t you have shared
your pocket money with him? Isn’t that the
responsibility of an elder sister?’

Biju’s eyes were wide open in a
delighted surprise. Father was actually
chastising his elder sister and that too because
of Biju!” He tiptoed to the door and peeped out.
It was evening but the lights were not turned
on. He could see the silhouette of his father
who stood his back turned to Biju and waving
his hands excitedly at the others. Then he saw
him flop himself on the veranda and hide his
face between his hands. He cried bitterly. ‘O
God! Please bring my son back. | promise |
will never punish him. | will never utter a harsh
word even. Please God, please!

Biju could hear his mother and
grandmother weeping too. He was puzzled. He
knew his father was a strict disciplinarian and
would not let an offence like shoplifting go
unpunished. ‘But now he promises he will never
touch me.’” Biju was overwhelmed with
penitence. How much suffering his father had
to undergo on account of him! First it was Dinu’s
accusations and now this self-inflicted remorse!
It was as if a blanket had lifted. Biju could now
see how wrong he was about father. Thinking
that he did not love him! He actually loved Biju.
And loved him more than apa!! The realization
washed all his resentments away and filled him
with an overpowering sense of guilt. He had
been always a nuisance and caused so much
trouble for his father who loved him so
indulgently. He could not wait to see the joy and
relief in his father’s face when he discovered
Biju had returned. He came out of the room and
walked to where his father sat, hunched down,
his face between his hands.

‘Father.’ Biju called softly. His father did
not respond, nor did he raise his face to look.
But his mother and sister saw him. His sister
switched on the light. ‘Biju is here, father!” She
cried outher voice quivering with relief and
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excitement. His grandmother hobbled in and
clasped Biju in her frail arms. ‘Biju, my precious,
my darling, where have you gone away?’ She
mumbled indistinctly through a flood of tears
that choked her. Mother ran to the puja room
to offer her prayer of gratitude. She bowed her
head before the idols and lifted a flower from
the feet of the figurine of the goddess. She ran
back and touched the flower to Biju’s head.

The sudden commotion around him
gave Biju’s father a jolt and he snatched back
his hands off his face. And his eyes fell on the
shadowy figure of Biju, who stood in the quasi
darkness under the veranda, holding his head
down, like an image of guilt and shame.

He slowly got to his feet and wandered
over to Biju. In the next instant Biju was in his
arms. ‘Where have you gone away child?’ He
kissed Biju on his forehead.

Biju could feel his father’s hands
trembling slightly. ‘It is because of the sudden
relief he experiences.’ Biju thought, feeling
gladly relieved himself.

And then abruptly, his father gave him
a hard shove. Jerked out of his elation Biju
gaped at his father’s face in surprise. There
was a hard glint in his father’s eyes. ‘Where
have you been all the day you imbecile? Wasn't
the humiliation | suffered in the hands of that

darned shopkeeper not enough that you added
to my worries by remaining out the entire day?
Do you know your mother and grandmother
have not eaten a morsel of food the whole day,
you dimwit?’ Biju felt a sharp sting as his father
brought down his open palm on his cheek.
‘Bring me that stick,” he screamed in anger. ‘I
will thrash this idiot out of his fancy mood.’

Biju stared at his father’s face,
bewildered, the burning on his cheek forgotten.
Only less than half-an hour ago his father had
sworn in the name of God that he would never
hit him! And a minute ago tears had streamed
down his eyes. How his face had shone in love
when he had caught sight of Biju standing
below the verandal!

Little Biju was so confused. Which one
of the personaehis father wore was the real
one? What was real? The love that made him
cry for Biju or the anger that made him break
his promise? No one, however, brought the
stick to father. ‘Do not give him anything to eat.
Let him go without dinner.” Father glared at Biju
for a moment and strode away leaving him
standing there, still wondering if his father
actually loved him.

But Biju knew intuitively that mother
would not let him go to bed without dinner and
father would not stop her!!
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“Oh no!
"Nahin "
"Yet again”

"l can't take it.”

Her sobs and muffled moans reached high
decibels in no time.

My father-in-law came running. He was halfway
through his daily dose of shaving. His face was
still covered with lather. He was frantic. But,
the scene was not very unusual.

When his wifey dear (my mother-in-law) is in
distress or appears to be so, he is always at
her beck and call. If he happens to be in the
washroom, he apologizes profusely for delayed
response.

“So lucky for her!”

“Pure husband material... my dad-in-law is”. |
mumbled.

“How | wish his son was half as conceding or
even a quarter , for that matter.”

The above wish fructified in my mind, did not
travel up to my lips in the form of a whisper
even as | prefer to be away from rancor and
unnecessary hassle.

"What happened? Why are you shouting?
Whom are you yelling at, Basanti? "- my father
in law inquired.

His comforting words, instead of assuaging her
pitiful state, enraged her further.

"l am depressed and distressed, sore at your
ways, especially when you hide things from
me."-she replied.

"But, what did | hide, Basanti?"
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"What not? ... to begin with, the rise in gold
prices. You had promised me to buy a pair of
bangles when the gold price came down. |t took
a nosedive last week, and lo! The price is
skyrocketing today. It seems, | have forfeited
my chance of getting a new pair. How will |
face Mrs. Sharma now? She would laugh at
me. Make jokes about me for not wearing a
new pair."

This time, she looked like a poor, distressed
soul per se.

“But, our TV set is blaring nonstop. | thought,
"you must be knowing about the price surge."...
retorted my father-in-law. His voice carried a
tinge of satire.

But my mother-in-law was not in the mood to
appreciate the subtleties of this satire, nor could
she summon words from her treasured
vocabulary to respond. Her seething
resentment made her forget her pet peeves and
remarks.

Looking at her swollen face and cheeks aflame
with indignation as if baked in the quivering heat
of a summer afternoon, my father in law made
a pronouncement- “ | hereby solemnly promise
to buy you a pair of bangles as soon as the
price of gold drops. Happy now Basanti?”

A facade of normalcy dawned although
surreptitiously. Thaw took time but ensued. My
mother in law extracted her deeply guarded
smile from the closet of her frowning demeanor
allowing hubby dear to finish up the washroom
affairs.

“Thank you dear husband! You are such a
sweetheart. | am grateful to God for having
chosen the right man for me. Now go and finish
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up your shaving ritual. The lather is spread all
over your face giving a shabby look.”

‘I am always at your service madam.”- My
father- in -law replied.

“Though my weary bones restrict my much
coveted indulgences and | can no longer
venture into the wilderness. Yet | can fathom
the surreal connection between your mood and
desire. | shall try my best to fulfil all your wishes
till my pensionary benefits permit. So, be happy
and keep smiling, Basanti!”

His words touched her heart, dissipating clouds
of doubt. He faked a smile while rushing for
the morning ritual and she coyly embraced the
fluffy cushion demonstrating her geniality.

Standing a few feet away, ironing my clothes
for the office, | was both amused and bemused
by this hilarious episode.

“Aww-Such a cute couple!”- | muttered.

Before switching off the bed lamp that night, |
told my husband- “Dad loves mom so much."
He fulfills all her demands. He always remains
at her beck and call.”

"You are so much unlike him.”

He held me in a deep embrace and said, “Some
can be ostentatious. Afew like me are hardcore
lovers. They too fulfill desires of their better
halves but with a twist. Their doings are never
spelt out in bold letters... wifey dear!

"My quaint “yes” lulled us to a good night’s
sleep.

Grinding his teeth and snoring, he was off to
the world of bliss in minutes. | am not as lucky
as he is. So | am wide awake as of now. For
everything in life | need to put an effort.
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“One for a hundred! One for a hundred!” Mr.
lyengar turned to walk towards the lady at
the corner of the market, his gaze fixed on
a beautiful ombre-coloured finch resting in
an ill-painted golden cage. A faint smile ran
across his face. “How much with the cage?”,
he asked.

“A thousand, Sir”, the lady replied.

“Nine hundred more for the cage?” The
prettier the cage, the higher
the price, Sir.”

“How long do | have to keep
the henna on?” “A little longer,
my dear”, the aunt replied
gently. “lIt is said that the
darker it turns out, the more
loving your husband will be.”
“But my hands are aching.’
Shashi murmured.

“Didi, didi! Look what had has
bought! Shashi hurried
towards the verandah where
her father stood, holding a
golden cage with a stunning
bird inside. “Oh dad, it’s
beautiful! It'll look splendid on our backyard.”

“I's not for the backyard, dear”, Mr. lyengar
said with a heavy voice.

“It's your wedding gift.”

“Didi, the cage looks just like your in-law’s
mansion!”

“Shush, go do your work.” Shashi chided.

“Thank you so much, Daddy. This is the most
wonderful gift I've ever received”, Shashi
said, a lump forming in her throat. Mr lyengar
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looked away, hiding his welled-up eyes. He
did not say a word.

Later that evening, Shashi came running to
her father. “The bird has only sipped water
since morning. It hasn’t eaten a morsel.
What's wrong with it?” He gestured for her
to sit at his feet. As he gently massaged her
hair, he began to speak:

“The lady | bought it from — she owns a
mango orchard. One day, a
nest appeared in one of her
trees. A baby finch had fallen
- perhaps while trying to fly.
It's mother and siblings were
nowhere to be seen. So, she

took it in. Since then, this
golden cage has been its
home.”

Shashi grew quiet. Her heart
sank a little.

“So, the day you leave your
parent’s home,” she
whispered, “the world
captures you and you

become just a piece of
decoration... isn’'t it?” Her father didn’t reply.
He simply kept massaging her hair, as the
night settled in gently around them.

As the wedding day set in, the sound
of the baraat rose from the street — dhols
beating, people cheering. Shashi sat still, her
heart pounding. A strange wave of emotion
washed over her: joy, nervousness and
something she couldn’t name. She stood up,
adjusting the pleats of her saree, wanting to
show her bridal look to her father, stepping
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into the hallway, she overheard some
echoing voices.

“What is this, My lyengar? You're insulting
us now.”

‘I am sorry.... | truly am. | just met with an
emergency...”

“You think marrying off your daughter to a
Doctor comes cheap.”

“Please, understand — I'll arrange the rest in
just two or three days. Please, just give me
a little more time...”

Before another word could be said,
Shashi’s father-in-law stormed out, brushing
past her without even noticing. Shashi stood
there, numb and stunned — still processing
what she had heard as her father entered
moments later. He stared at her in horror,
“Dear... what are you doing here?” he asked
softly.

Quickly composing herself, she replied,
“How am | looking, Dad?” Mr. lyengar stared
at her for a moment — his eyes moist.

“Oh my precious girl,” he said in a trembling
voice as he embraced her tightly.

‘I wish... | wish | could’'ve done more for
you while you were here with us.”

“You’ve done more than enough, Daddy,”
Shashi whispered.

“More than you could afford.”

After the rituals, the hardest moment
came — the farewell. Her mother sobbed
quietly. Relatives stood aside, wiping their
eyes. Mr. lyengar did not cry anymore. He
simply stood with folded hands, hollowed by
good-bye. Shashi stepped into the car, her
heart breaking with every footstep. In the
front seat, nestled carefully, was the golden
cage with the quiet finch inside — her only
companion in this new unknown.

She gently touched the bars and smiled
faintly, “Let’s go, Asha.” And Asha sat quietly
in the corner of the golden cage — frightened,

more than she was on the day she first
arrived at the lyengars. As they reached her
in-law’s house, Shashi slid down the window
of the car. The mansion stood tall and
marvelous. Gazing at it quietly, she thought
— her sister was right.

Life changed dramatically for Shashi in
a day. The once cheerful and carefree girl
had turned into a quiet, dutiful homemaker.
The girl who never woke before 8a.m., not
until mother dragged her out of the sheets,
now rose before everyone in the house to
prepare breakfast, pack her husband’s lunch
and do other household chores.

Her days settled into a dull routine.
Though she had lost her old liveliness, but
she never missed a chance to spend a little
time with Asha whenever she could.

Every spare moment, she would sit with
the finch — feeding her, talking to her,
confiding in her as one would to a trusted
friend.

Asha quiet and observant, became her
closest companion.

Then came a new light in her life as
Shashi and her husband, Nikhil, welcomed
their daughter.

“My Lakshmi”, Nikhil said, cradling her in his
arms.

“I hope one day I'm known by your name. |
hope you grow to be far more successful
that | ever will be.” Shashi gently pulled the
baby toward her chest, “And | hope you live
a life | never could. That you rise so high,
no one needs to ‘pay’ to marry you off.”

Nikhil’s head dropped, heavy with
shame and guilt.

Lakshmi’'s arrival rejuvenated Asha as
well. The little girl would sit by the golden
cage, babbling in gibberish, as Asha chirped
back with soft, knowing twitters. To Shashi’s
surprise, the finch would even eat from
Lakshmi's hand — something she rarely did



otherwise. Their bond bloomed. And Shashi’s
heart softened with each shared moment
between them.

Five years passed. It was Lakshmi’'s
first day of school. Shashi was filled with
pride, seeing her daughter step into a new
world. But as she returned home, a strange
emptiness crept in again. The house felt
still. She poured herself a cup of coffee
and stepped out onto the balcony, where
Asha’s golden cage hung gently in the
breeze.

She filled the food bowl and whispered,
“There’s so much of me in you, Asha.”

She stared into the bird’s eyes. “Just
like you're trapped in this beautiful cage, |
too am confined in a life, | didn’t choose.”

Asha tilted her head, inching closer, as
if listening.
“No one asked you when you were lifted from
your nest and placed here. No one asked
me either when | was sent off here. We were
both made to fit into someone else’s idea of
what we should be.”

A long silence followed. Then, Shashi
slowly opened the cage door.
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‘I never had the courage to break free. To
chase my dreams. But | want that dream to
be fulfilled.... Even if it's through you.” Her
voice cracked.

“Fly, Asha. Fly away.” Tears streamed down
her face.

Asha hopped to the edge of the open
door. Shashi waited — hopeful, trembling. But
after a few seconds, Asha turned back,
retreating into the corner of the cage.

“No, Asha!” Shashi sobbed. “Not everyone
gets a second chance! Don’t waste yours.
Please, fly!”

But Asha simple sipped from the water
bowl and looked away. Shashi sat down,
cradling her head in her hands. Minutes
passed. She wiped her tears, quietly closed
the cage door and settled onto the swing.

As the sky slowly melted into amber,
the cage gleamed brightly in the dying light.
And in that stillness, Shashi realized —
somewhere, in the passing of years, they had
learnt to love what once felt like captivity.
Not because they had no dreams, but
because they both had both made peace
with their own golden cages.
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| don’t know the words of a fool,
Nor the words of the wisest man;
My words are carefully chosen
From the enigma of silence.

| am familiar with the words of mortals—
The fluttering expressions

That flow from the souls of the innocent.
These words are veiled

In the teary eyes of a poor man.

Each day, | decode the unspoken words
Of a destitute woman

Who despises the need

To bargain with her body.

| am not interested in the words of a priest
That drift in the open air,

Sometimes lost in the mist.

| don’t want to know what lies beneath
The chanting of sages

On their pilgrimage to an unknown land.

| don’t seek the paths of wisdom;
| only wish to understand
The pain within her complaining voice.

MY WORDS
Sudipta Mishra

| aspire to learn the words

That elude my grasp.

Many voices remain silenced;

| want to wander along their paths
And allow their muffled sounds

To adorn my poems.

My words will echo the grief of the voiceless,
Breaking through the barriers of iron walls.
They will carry the immortal messages

Of those who have passed away.

My words will become

The wings of freedom for oppressed souls,
Transcending the constraints of time,
Surpassing the limits

Of birth, death, and rebirth.

My sharp words will pierce

The heart of the wild sea

In the deep, dark, silent hours of the night.
They will shatter the clouds

Of fearful dreams.

My language will stretch

Beyond the borders of any nation,

Becoming the harbinger of truth and eternity—
To conquer hearts.

Sudipta Mishra, born in 1987, is a prominent contemporary Indian author, dancer, translator,
and editor. She completed her post-graduation in English at S.C.S. College, Puri, from
2007 to 2009. Her literary contributions include Beyond the Pandemic, The Essence of Life,
Songs of My Heart, and Super Express, along with the co-edited anthology Silent Waves in
Soliloquy, which features translations of contemporary Odia poems.

Mishra has received the Rabindranath Tagore Memorial Award and other international
honours. Her acclaimed research papers include Learning English as a Foreign Language:
A Global Perspective and A Cross-Cultural Study of Violence Against Women. She is
currently based in Puri, where she focuses on research, writing, editing, and translation.



WHEN JUSTICE LOOKS AWAY
Subhranka Chandra Pradhan

They hand her questions like stones,
each one heavier than the last:
“ What were you wearing?”
“ Why were you out so late?”
“ Did you know him?”

This Poem secured
1st position in the
English Poetry
competition
organised by

Alumni
Association,
Utkal University, in
collaboration with
Alumni Connect.

She stands in a room full of voices,
none of them asking, “Are you alright?”
Their words circle her like vultures,
picking apart her memory
in search of something to blame.

The truth trembles on her lips,
but she swallows it whole.
She has seen what happens to women
who speak too loudly —
their stories twisted until they no longer fit.
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Outside, posters declare “justice for all”,
yet justice arrives late, tired, and uncertain —
asking for evidence she cannot carry,
demanding a strength she barely has left.

They tell her healing takes time.
as if time erases shame,
as if memory bends
to fit the comfort of others.
She carries her story like a locked box,
heavy but unseen.

And she wonders —
when did asking for safety
become asking for too much?
Why must women defend their existence
before they can defend their truth?

Perhaps change begins in the questions we ask —
not “What did you do?”
but “What was done to you?”
not “Why were you there?”
but “Why was it allowed to happen?”

Until then, silence will keep collecting names,
and women will keep rehearsing answers
to questions they never deserved,
as the real question — the only one that matters —
remains unheard : “How do we stop this?”

Subhranka Chandra Pradhan is a writer and student, currently pursuing
Sociology at Utkal University. Known for his simple yet thought-
provoking style, Subhranka writes deeply on themes like spirituality,
self-growth, mental health, and personal struggles. His books-Beauty
of Our Scars and Hopeful Hearts-are collections of musings and short
essays that reflect on the emotional and psychological challenges faced
by both teenagers and adults. Through his writing, he aims to offer
comfort, clarity, and guidance to readers from all walks of life. His works
are available on Amazon and Flipkart, reaching those in search of healing
and meaning through words. He can be reached @ 78470 63018
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DOWN THE MEMORY LANE:
A LOOKING GLASS PERSPECTIVE
OF MY JOURNEY THROUGH
THE KNOWLEDGE CORRIDORS

OF VANI VIHAR

Prof. Asoka Kumar Das

This is the story of a person called my self who
has had the unique opportunity to scale the
corridors of his alma mater Vani Vihar twice in
his life, once as a relatively unknown student
trying to get a foothold in learning of Physics
and four decades later, as fortune willed it, as
its Vice Chancellor determined to contribute in
its transformation to a university of substance.
His first passage through Vani Vihar’s hallowed
corridors perhaps served as a prologue to his
life, a period when a raw youth grew up in
maturity to make his way as a practising
physicist in a world governed by laws of
Physics. As a youth who got an opportunity to
enter the mother university of the state, he was
keenly aware of the glorious past history of the
continued stream of eminent scholars and
nation builders who have passed through its
passages to finally adorn the halls of fame in
sectors like academics, politics, judiciary,
administration and industry. So, for the youth,
the early days were days of reverence.

For an ordinary student, the transition
from school to college is felt as a tremor in
your life as you suddenly go from the state of
being spoon fed to independent study pattern.
On the other hand, if the transition is from
undergraduate to post graduate classes, the
feeling turns in to an earthquake. Here, you
not only become independent in study, you also
become a critic and a creator of new
knowledge. But, if you have become a student
in the PG Physics department at Vanivihar
during the 70s, the earthquake just goes up in

the Richter scale. Here, one needs to eat, drink
and dream physics. During those days, Physics
Department meant Prof. B. B. Deo. He was
not only a brilliant teacher but one of the finest
physicists | have seen in my life. According to
him, if you decide to learn physics it must be
the primary goal and everything else must wait
its turn. Everyone in the department including
rest of our faculty, seniors, research scholars
and staff were simply in awe of him. He taught
me two courses, quantum mechanics and
quantum electrodynamics and the
methodology was simply breathtaking. He
would go through the steps himself and explain
the physical significance in a manner unique
to himself. If Prof. Deo was around, there would
be pin drop silence and everyone was found
busy with reading or solving problems on the
blackboard. It is my belief that the ecosystem
created by him has over the years produced
many outstanding physicists for India. At that
time, Physics department also housed an IBM
mainframe computer for computational work.
Prof. Deo created this as a facility for the whole
university and many Ph. D. Holders in physics
eventually migrated to Computer science
department and headed it. The physics
department had two lecture theatres and we
used to have 90 to 120 minutes of theory
classes there and then the afternoons had
practicals. As a day scholar, | used to commute
from home and therefore, spent my in between
time at the iconic Parija Library going through
popular journals and magazines like scientific
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American or Physics Today. It is difficult to
imagine the then Parija Library after seeing its
present condition. This Library was then a very
attractive space, plenty of cosy corners, lots
of good books, research Journals, magazines
and the staff were very polite. That was one of
my most favourite places for spending time.
Parija library of those days remained etched
in my memory. It was truly a knowledge centre
and | loved it.

We were a batch of only sixteen people,
a very compact group of brilliant academic
pedigree. There was excellent bonding with
some amount of healthy competitiveness. Few
of us have already left for their heavenly abode.
The cordially, mutual concern and bonding
amongst Physics-71 still remains in place.
Mobiles, whatsapp interaction have greatly
reduced the physical distance and we manage
to get together at the first opportunity that
comes.

Coming back to the department, Prof
Deo had the habit of assigning problems for
us to solve and then suddenly asking us about
the solution. For me, the research scholars like
Bisoyi sir and Lambodar Sir were actually
angelic in helping me to solve these. It was so
good to see everybody in the department
working cohesively and this made a positive
learning ecosystem. Prof. Deo used to insist
on regular seminars where attendance was
compulsory. Since the department was
dominated by theoretical physicists,
understanding the content in the frontier areas
of contemporary physics was very difficult. |,
for one and many others, used to wonder what
are we doing there. | believe, Some one
amongst our clan did bell the cat for being
excused from the seminar. The response of
Prof. Deo remained in my memory all my life.
He simply told the senior to treat this as if he is
listening to Sanskrit Slokas from ancient
scriptures like the Srimad Bhagbad Gita.
“continue to listen to it a few times and you will
gradually get the concepts percolate into your

mind”, he said. Needless to say, attendance
remained full throughout. Of course, the tea
and snacks at the end were added motivation
too. Prof. Deo was also a connoisseur of good
food. Feasts for Ganesh and Saraswati Puja
and picnics were therefore looked forward to.
The other prominent memory byte that remains
in place is the travel by town bus. The bus driver
and conductor were really fearful of challenging
groups of Vanivihar students.

Sadly, my journey through Vanivihar
came to an end after about 15 months of
grounding time as | got a call to join the one
year nuclear sciences training course at the
Bhabha Atomic Research Centre at Mumbai.
This also had the attractive offer of a research
scientist job following successful completion
of the course. One of my batchmates and a
close family friend Nirod (Choudhury Nirod
Chandra Das who calls me Aja in jest) brought
an application format and suggested that |
apply. Since this involved a free trip to Mumbai,
| did apply and attended the interview. The
interview consisted of one hour of excellent
grilling on basics of physics and since | was
on a free trip to Mumbai, | forgot all about it.
After returning, | still remember Prof. Deo’s
epic chewing out directed at me for missing
one week’s classes for this trip. But | got the
joining call, every well wisher of mine including
Prof. Deo advised me to take the offer and |
left to join BARC. This, somewhat abruptly
ended my first foray through Vanivihar. It left
me guilty and incomplete but with a good
grounding in basic physics. Physics
department and its memories remained.

The second and more recent part of my
journeyis about my experiences as the Vice
Chancellor of Utkal University from the year
2014 to the year 2017. As | was nearing my
superannuation in BARC after four long
decades of research and technology
development (about one and half year to go)
and preparing to settle in Mumbai, my elder
brother in law, Prof. Brajaraj Mohanty sent me



an email and an advertisement inviting
application for the post of Vice Chancellor of
Utkal University. He suggested that | apply
because there is a need to apply. He also did
mention that the university is in pretty bad
shape. | knew about the continued campus
unrest and also the fact that for last few years
the human resource input to Atomic Energy
from Utkal University had dwindled drastically.
Once this was one of the top providers of
Scientific Human Capital to BARC. With some
apprehension and some concern for my Alma
Mater, | sent in my application through proper
channel and then, due to work pressure, forgot
about it. | was pleasantly surprised when | got
shortlisted and was invited to meet the
selection committee and subsequently His
Excellency, the Chancellor of Utkal University
Dr. S. C. Jamir. Fortunately for me, during those
days, they offered to pay for my airfare. It was
indeed a dilemma but it also gave me an
opportunity to pay my homage to Lord
Jagannath in person, | attended both interviews
successfully. Though my life as a researcher
had been quite insulated, | strongly believed
that a simple, honest and unbiased
developmental approach towards the core
values of the university will work in Utkal. All it
needed were setting of clear goals,
unambiguous implementation strategy and a
team of few motivated people to contribute.
While | gave myself very little chance in the
interviews, | consistently impressed this view.
Surprisingly again, perhaps Lord Jagannath
had willed it, | was shortlisted and subsequently
appointed. The matter became serious
because the issue that plagued my mind then
was the metaphorical dilemma “to be or not to
be”. Would | be able to manage the student
unrest, turn Utkal in to an institution of
excellence and leave a perfectly set
professional life? Simultaneously, it involved
relocation, a considerable loss in salary and |
had no idea how to handle this in BARC where
| was heading a Division and few projects.
What ensued were prolonged discussions with
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my family and my superiors at office. To cut a
long story short, | eventually filed for voluntary
retirement from my post of Distinguished
Scientist at BARC with a request for early
release. Leaving a premier institution like
BARC with its exemplary work culture was
extremely painful. Leaving was not easy, but
then, my alma mater was beckoning and there
| was.

This part my passage through Vani
Vihar actually began with me joining duties on
20th June 2014 morning. | had moved in to
the Vice Chancellor’s quarters the day before
after my arrival. The VC Bungalow was
perhaps the best perk of the job, specially for
a person like me who has lived in apartment
houses in a crowded city like Mumbai for years.
It was spacious with ground floor used for
residential office, first floor for residences and
a very generous terrace. The house is
surrounded by grassy lawn and many fruit
bearing trees. My wife who was working as a
physics faculty in Mumbai (she had generously
offered to take superannuation to be with me
at Bhubaneswar) travelled back after settling
me in. This bunglow, that must have been a
silent spectator to many historical happenings
at Utkal, was my haven for next three years.
There was a house boy and a cook who
regularly come in for food preparation etc.. That
was a comfort. First day at office (VC Office
was in the old administrative block then), after
the usual welcome greetings, we got down to
work with a marathon meeting with all officers
and unit heads in my office. The basic purpose
was to assess the immediate and long term
needs for the university and also to spot
appropriate people around whom the future
progress could be planned. What | found was
shocking. The University was indeed in a
worrying state. Out of the 256 sanctioned
faculty posts, only 125 were in place and faculty
were retiring every month. Essential
Infrastructure like library, academic
departments, administrative buildings, hostels,
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canteen, guest house and staff quarters were
crumbling in need of urgent repairs. We were
in digital age but the digital infrastructure was
in a very primitive state. Laboratories, number
of funded research schemes and the research
equipment status needed immediate attention.
| also noted that the University had lost validity
of its NAAC accreditation about five years back.
These were serious gap areas and lack of due
attention to them resulted in severe criticism
from student groups as well as the civil society
in general. This probably was the main cause
for the general apathy and continued student
unrest. | also noticed a disconnect between
the administrative wing and the academics due
to proper lack of appreciation of the work they
do. On the positive side, the students were
unarguably the best in the state and most of
the faculty were also among the best . Apart
from addressing the physical and financial
lacuna, we immediately needed motivation and
a committed leadership that was willing to work
with the stake holders. Every one wanted that
Utkal should regain its much deserved status
of excellence in the core values of the university
i.e. teaching-learning, research and the
creation of top class human capital. As an
intellectual collective, we urgently needed trust
building, creation of a vision plan, implement
a sustainable work culture, institute a collective
leadership and finally appreciation and respect
for each other’s work. For me, | not only needed
data on all departments but also needed to
quickly internalise the acts, statutes, financial
rules and UGC-University related regulatory
mechanisms at the earliest. Towards this end,
we started a department wise review
immediately, These reviews were attended by
myself, the Chairman PG Council, Registrar
and the Finance controller among others.
There was an urgent need to expose the
administration and the finance to the academic
achievements for better appreciation and
facilitation of academics. | also needed to find
leadership material among the academics of
the university. These reviews infused renewed

enthusiasm, motivation and illustrated the
inherent potential for excellence among Utkal's
faculty. They also resulted in setting few goals
and the execution timeline for the university
during the next three years. The goals were to
immediately start improving the physical,
learning and digital infrastructure across the
campus spread over the next three years,
complete the faculty recruitment in the first
year, start improving the research and student
learning levels during the second year and go
for NAAC accreditation in the final year. It was
a simple plan but needed appropriate funding,
a committed team and sincere hard work.
Fortunately for the us, the state government
sanctioned almost seventy crore rupees for
infra improvement and about 25 crore of RUSA
funding that included learning infra. We could
therefore begin essential infra like central
instrument centre, digital library, Innovation and
outreach centre, faculty training centre, two
new hostels, Biju Patnaik Stadium and two
academic buildings. Hostels, roads academic
buildings, Parija Library and university guest
houses went through repair and maintenance
process. We could immediately initiate faculty
recruitment process wherein about 82 new
faculty could join Utkal in various departments
within the first 15 months without any hassle.
We did manage to introduce choice based
credit system immediately, initiated a video
lecture recording facility to produce contents
for poor students and enrich the learning infra
across departments. Dr. PK Parija Library that
had an emotional connect with me personally,
was also given a massive facelift with addition
of books as well as subscription of e-journals
and e-books. We created a space for digital
access and separate space for research
scholars. Creation of a repository of sixty odd
research proposals for funding, dedicated seed
funding from the university for faculty research
and Utkal research conclaves were new
innovations. Subject specific skilling courses
were also formulated. The university worked
closely with higher education department for



availing of the World Bank loan assistance for
quality upgradation and creation of few centres
of excellence in research in the university. The
final part of the journey was to go for NAAC
accreditation. The built up of the first two years
and a continuous and rigorous academic audit
helped us ready to be facing NAAC scrutiny
after almost a decade. Irrespective of
differences, all student groups, faculty, staff and
alumni worked wonderfully together to bring
Utkal back to its academic glory. We faced a
very eminent and strict group of assessors who
examined every aspect of the university, visited
the hostels including their wash rooms, grilled
every stakeholder thoroughly, examined all
documents and raised a number of queries that
were answered. We all had our frightening
moments when we had a power failure in mid
presentation and gen sets did not switch on.
The DLP projector suddenly stopped midway
during their visit to Parija Library. However, God
was truly kind, the true potential for excellence
was recognised and Utkal University created
history by scoring 3.53 on a scale of 4 and
secured what was then A+ grade (with present
day nomenclature it would be equivalent to
A++). It was a moment of honour and privilege
to be part of an university that was within top
four state public universities at that time. Later,
this grade point was the basis on which the
university secured a development grant of
Rupees 100 Crore from RUSA 2.0. It was
indeed a collective effort where every faculty,
student, staff alumni and the syndicate
unhesitatingly contributed. So was the Higher
education department and the Government by
large were very supportive. The Collective
leadership that made this possible went on later
in their career to be Vice Chancellors of
Universities and/or headed various state as
well as national Institutions.

The story of my journey would not be
complete without writing a few words about the
much stated student unrest at Utkal. In state
universities, students did have their genuine

UTKALAYANA

inconveniences and grievances to which the
administration perhaps was slow in responding.
While these gap areas in the university remain
in the background, they get highlighted student
groups and their mentoring rival political
groups. State capital stays always in focus.
During my tenure, | stopped counting the
innumerable times | was gheraoed in my office
or how many sleepless nights | spent due to
violence between these groups in the hostels.
Violence normally got escalated as one
approached the student union elections due
to support received from political parties. In
fact, the second year of my tenure, amount of
violence brought us close to closing the
university sine die. Saner heads prevailed, sine
die did not happen and with help the situation
de-escalated after a few days. During these
days, | used to make surprise visits to hostels
and speak to the students. | found majority of
students to be focussed on having a peaceful
eco system to help them build a career.
Vanivihar gets meritorious students from
across the state and many of them are from
lower economic background. They need to feel
secure and their essential needs must be
looked after. While the fees are highly
subsidised, food and normal living expenses
are also unaffordable. Many of them therefore,
take tutions and try to cook in the room to cut
expenditure.. We introduced a student
Mediclaim for their health issues but,
subsidising food was an issue that was so
emotionally conflicting that we could not find a
solution. The trick to minimise student unrest
is to address all genuine grievances
immediately and make the majority of students
realise that administration is with them.

Fortunately for me, during that period,
Odisha’s state public universities got lucky to
have extremely competent vice chancellors. In
fact, we all Vice Chancellors with the Higher
Education Department (HED) formed a close
knit group where we used to meet at one of
our universities and discuss common
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problems and find common solutions. These
meetings were named as Vice Chancellors
Conclave. With time, Officers from HED and
the Hon’ble Minister, HE also used to join in.
We shared information and decided on
cooperative action. The VC Conclave was later
nationally acclaimed as an innovative tool for
University development and collaboration. The
quick implementation of CBCS system, faculty
recruitment, the common subscription at the
lowest ever rate for electronic journals and
books, implementation of anti plagiarism tools,
NAAC accreditation, Research initiatives and
development of faculty training facilities were
the outcome of VC conclave deliberations. It
was a pleasant surprise to find both the
Government and the Chancellor; His
Excellency Dr. Jamir were extremely
supportive and within the parameters of
administration gave us great support.

Utkal University’s elevation to the
highest NAAC grading in Odisha to an extent
brought back the respect the government, the
press and the civil society had for us in early
times In the Corridors of the government, Utkal
was treated with renewed respect. As | was
nearing end of my term | remained tied up with
the world Bank project of HED in preparation
of Institutional Development Plans for about
140 Colleges as a consultancy project,
preparing a skeleton plan for establishing three
centres of research excellence at Utkal and a
five year development plan for the university.
We also advertised to fill the remaining faculty
positions, but that remained a task for the next
VC.

Come July 31st of 2017, | had reached
the end of my passage and it was time to exit.
| had vacated the residence a month back.
Unlike the first passage, this journey did not
end abruptly. But, similar the first passage as
a student, | left exited the corridor of knowledge
with new learnings, unforgettable memories,
a deep sense of satisfaction and a basketful of
highly valued friendships that made the task

enjoyable and continue to make life worth living
even today. | was extremely thankful to Lord
Jagannath for giving the opportunity to learn
as a student contribute as a part of a leadership
that brought my Alma Mater to regain its glory.
| also was privileged to share space with my
extremely eminent predecessors who left their
indelible footprints as Vice Chancellors in these
corridors. Truth be told, | never felt like a Vice
Chancellor, | was a humble academician with
ajob description of a Vice Chancellor to serve
his Alma Mater. A decade after, even today,
when | think of Utkal University, the immortal
theme song “Tunga Shikhari Chula ......... “
so beautifully penned by one of Utkal’s
founding fathers and so emotively rendered by
Professor Mitali Chinara reverberates in my
ears, and | feel very Proud.

However, my story with my alma mater
now goes in to an epilogue that involves my
perspectives as another important but
circumstantially peripheral stakeholder role
as the Alumni. Contextually, while Utkal
University with nearly eight decades of
heritage does have a strong and concerned
alumni base that somehow remain
fractionated and disconnected. Over the
years, these alumni have organised
themselves in to smoothly functioning
departmental alumni associations or batch
wise alumni groups. In fact, One of the groups,
VOSS 92, is a very cohesive group belonging
to the 1992 batch and they have been
contributing to the university in multitude of
ways. In fact, they catalysed the initial
approach for creating a special stamp on the
occasion of 75 years of Utkal. Later, they,
under the guidance of Dr. Santosh Kumar
Kamila, himself a very distinguished alumnus
of UU, who was the Chief PMG, Odisha and
Member Postal Services Board made this
possible. My grateful thanks to them for
making it possible to release the Special
Postage Stamp on the occasion of 75th year
celebration of Utkal.



The idea of an active alumni association
that represents the entire university was
mooted during the Platinum Jubilee
celebrations in the year 2019, where all these
alumni groups had joined hands to engineer a
very meaningful program. After the event, a
proposed association called the Alumni
Association Utkal University (AAUU) was
constituted by unanimous agreement with Shri
Bijay Patnaik, Former Chief Secretary Odisha
as the founder President. On a proposal by
Shri Patnaik, | was elected by the house as
the first General Secretary. Shri Debendra
Prasad Dash was the Vice President, Shri D.
Bisoi was the Treasurer, Shri Raghunath Prusty
was the Joint Secretary and Shri Bira. K. Dash
was the Joint Treasurer. The association
became registered during 2020 and developed
a website that was inaugurated by His
Excellency, Governor of Odisha. The Basic
Goals were to conduct activities aimed at
helping the students in their learning process
and collaborate with the university in its path
towards achievement of excellence. Some of
the areas where we could contribute
satisfactorily were in developing an
environment sustainability awareness,
greening the campus, career counselling, and
exposure to eminent personalities through a
“‘meet the alumni” interaction series. The
association successfully conducted debate and
essay competitions as well as creative painting/
writing sessions and awarded prizes to the
winners. Creditably, the association was
provided with an office space, a data entry
operator and few basic furnitures by the
university. The association regularly celebrated
all the important dates with the university
including its own foundation day during August.
An Annual digital cum print magazine got
published during the foundation day. The
Alumni association also strongly stood with the
university authorities during the NAAC
accreditation exercise and had a positive
contributory role (well lauded by the peer
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review committee) in our alma mater securing
A+ grade once again. A few well positioned
alumni have been contributing greatly to the
growth of research excellence, review of
research projects, collaborative exercises and
overall growth of the university While, due to
prior commitments, | was not physically able
to give much time, the leadership provided by
the Hon. President and initiatives taken by
other members of the executive committee
was truly extraordinary and to an extent
covered up for my deficiencies. | also must
record my gratitude to our Joint Secretary Shri
Raghunath Prusty who with his inherent love
for the university and his dedication to mother
nature, gave me unquestioned support. |
relinquished my position at the end of tenure
in the year 2025 but carried with me the
invaluable memories and like the other two
forays few strong bonds of friendship.

Before ending the looking glass
perspectives of this part of “me and my
almamater interaction”, a few thoughts on the
present status of alumni as a stakeholder at
Utkal need to be articulated for posteriority. If
we look at the directives of University Grants
Commission (UGC), All India Council of
Technical Education (AICTE) or if we go
through the history of great national and
International institutions of higher learning , the
role of Alumni as a proactive stake holder is a
proven fact. But, building of an effective as well
as sustainable partnership between Alumni and
the University must be the responsibility of the
university. For example, building a database
of the alumni potential areas of contribution,
charting a vision plan for using these potentials
for betterment of the students and faculty must
be part of the university’s Institutional
Development Plan (IDP) and implemented in
true spirit. Very frequently, universities look at
the Alumni only as a source of additional
funding and nuisance otherwise. For any
relationship to work successfully, there is need
for sustained trust building through properly
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planned interactions and a regular support
structure like any other stakeholder of the
university. For the New Education Policy to
work properly and our universities to grow in
to universities of real substance, alumni need
to be harnessed in a more proactive and
sensitive manner.

It was my good fortune and Lord
Jagannath’s immense blessings that during
my one lifetime, | worked for two wonderful
institutions : the Bhabha Atomic Research
Centre, the premier research centre of Atomic

Energy and The Utkal University of Odisha,
the mother university of the state right through
my formtive years. Consequently, | was got
soaked in and absorbed best of their rich
heritage and knowledge cultures. | synergised
these with my little inputs to develop a structure
that was shared for the greater benefit of both
these institutions. In the end we all became
enriched, |, to a great extent and | can only
hope that these institutions definitely gained,
however minuscule the gain might have been.
Bande Utkal Janani. Jai Hind.

asokadas@gmail.com

The Author, a student of the Physics Department of Utkal University
( 71-73 Batch), is fortunate enough to lead his Alma Mater as the Vice
Chancellor during 2014 - 2017. He also served as the first Vice
Chairman of Odisha State Higher Education Council. Dr, Das is the
first Hon. Secretary of Alumni Association U.U. and currently its

Advisor.



1.Cyclone management as my childhood
experience:

It was on 29th October 1971 when a very
severe cyclone crossed Odisha coast near
Paradip and moved across north Coastal
Odisha. | was a six years old child on the day
of landfall of this cyclone. As the heavy rain
and gale wind were continuing since the
previous night, the school was closed. We the
children in the family were enjoying with the
breakfast served by my mother. There were
tender coconuts fallen due to strong wind and
swollen rice mixed with each other. In the
morning of 29th October, my father while going
outside the village saw the roaring sea waves
approaching our village. He immediately
rushed back, knocked at our window and
instructed all of us to move to first floor of the
house. He anticipated that cyclonic storm was
approaching the village and without fearing the
torrential rains and gale winds, he went house
to house and asked all the villagers to come
and take shelter in our mud house. Though it
was a mud house, it was relatively safe as
compared to their huts. It was a two storeyed
mud house with thatched roof. Surprisingly,
within an hour around three hundred villagers
came running, being drenched in heavy rain
and took shelter in interconnected first floor
(Aatu ghar) of three Mohapatra families. Till
the evening, we had heavy downpour, strong
winds, inundation of saline water in our village.
When we came down in the evening with
decrease in rain and wind, it was total
destruction. One of my relatives went missing
and some were physically injured. About
10,000 people died in Odisha due to this
cyclone. Everything was drenched and
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ROLE OF EARLY WARNING
SYSTEM IN CYCLONE MANAGEMENT
IN INDIA: MY EXPERIENCE

Dr. Mrutyunjay Mohapatra

devastated. Many large avenue trees were
uprooted, many houses collapsed and the
standing crop, paddy was completely washed
away. My mother and aunt somehow managed
to prepare rice and vegetable from Drumstick
leaves using dry straw from the damaged
thatched roof as the fuel. We children were
given meals in school during subsequent
school days. At home, we had no rice for next
one year as the standing paddy crop was
washed away. There was famine like situation.
The government at that time tried to provide
food to people under food for work programme.
There were long queues for food and water at
the feeding centres during every noon. There
was also large scale migration from villages to
Kolkata and other places in search of work.
My father also left for Kolkata and my cousins
went for food for work programme launched
by the government. That was my first
encounter with deadly cyclone, though | was
not knowing what a cyclone is as there was no
such cyclone warning system unlike in recent
years.

In 1971 there was poor state of management
with lack of early warning, preparedness,
prevention and mitigation measures. It was
mostly a post-disaster management with relief
centric approach. The steps taken by my father
at that time can be considered as a matter of
nowcasting (very short range forecast) in the
present day terminology of IMD which is based
on radar, satellite and other meteorological
observational tools and techniques and
prediction models. There were hardly 1-2
concrete houses in 3-4 villages & hence the
above described mud house was the typical
cyclone shelter against the currently available
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more than 2,000 double storeyed concrete
cyclone shelters in Odisha. The schools were
also mostly running in mud houses unlike the
present day schools run in concrete houses
which also act as cyclone shelters. The early
warning communication at that time was mouth
to mouth based on the observed weather
against the current fast modes like the SMS,
whatsapp, social media, Radio, TV and other
press electronic media. The socioeconomic
conditions were far below standards with more
than 65% of population below the poverty line
against about 35% currently.

The management of cyclones in the country
has undergone an immense change over these
years. The experience in my life from my
childhood to adulthood is a true demonstration
of technological initiatives which has changed
the scene of “no management” to “perfect
management” based on the concept of Early
Warning to Early Action.

2. My first experience as cyclone forecaster:

As the luck would have it, | got appointed in
IMD in 1992. After serving at Pune &
Bengaluru. | was posted to Cyclone Warning
Centre, Bhubaneswar in June,1998 and
Odisha was struck by super cyclone which
crossed Paradip coast 29th October 1999. This
time also around 10,000 people died as during
1971. In 1999, though there were advances in
early warning system and cyclone
management, still early warning system was
not so effective due to lack of state of art
technology and there was no fast
communicational network except telegram,
telex, teleprinter, police wireless etc. for
meteorological data collection and warning
dissemination. There was only one satellite
giving image every three hour and one analog
radar at Paradip providing the image of the
clouds in a cyclone every hour. There were
manual observatories in in the coast and no
automated weather stations, no buoys and no
high wind speed recorders. There was large

uncertainty in determination of actual intensity
and location of cyclones. At that time, there
was only one quasi-lagrangian model adapted
from Florida state University, USA which could
give forecast upto a lead period of 24 hours in
delayed mode due to lack of adequate
computing power and lack of understanding
of physical processes. There was another
climatology and persistence (CLIPER) model
which does not consider the dynamics of the
cyclone. As the name suggests it is purely a
statistical method. Bulletins were disseminated
through telegrams. The warning bulletin
prepared during midday reached disaster
managers in the evening. By that time the
cyclone would have moved by 150-200 km and
have undergone many changes w.r.t. intensity
and other characteristics. There was lack of
consistency in the forecast from IMD due to
limited numerical weather prediction models
and their poor accuracy.

Odisha Super cyclone formed over the Bay of
Bengal on 25th October 1999 and was
approaching Odisha coast on 28th October
1999. The cyclone warning division at IMD HQ,
New Delhi was sending forecast and warning
on cyclone at national level. On 28th October
noon, | received message that the very severe
cyclone would cross Odisha coast near
Paradip on 29th October morning and | briefed
the media and government accordingly. IMD,
Bhubaneswar acts as a Cyclone Warning
Centre for Odisha coast. However, in the
evening the regional meteorological centre at
Kolkata informed the press that cyclone had
changed its path (track) & it would cross West
Bengal coast near Sagar Island. | was
confronted with the media and disaster
management authorities. | contacted the
cyclone warning division, of IMD at New Delhi
& didn’t change the forecast. We continued the
forecast for landfall near Paradip. Later based
on observations of midnight, IMD, New Delhi
and Kolkata also changed the forecast
indicating expected landfall near Paradip again.
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Finally the cyclone crossed coast near Paradip
as a super cyclonic storm with a wind speed of
240-260 kmph gusting to 280 mph in the
morning of 29th. It thus indicated the lack of
confidence of the forecasters, inconsistency in
the forecast resulting in less lead time and
inadequate response. The monitoring and
forecasting of 1999 Super Cyclone was termed
as a Scientific Failure by famous journalist T.
Ramachandran in his article published in
Frontline.

At that time, only about 40,000 people could
be evacuated from Paradip coast against 11
lakhs during Phailin (2013) & 13 lakhs during
FANI (2018) due to lack of cyclone shelters and
other reasons. There were only 23 cyclone
shelters in Odisha constructed by India Red
Cross and most of the houses including schools
were still mud houses. The awareness of the
people was also limited and the socioeconomic
conditions were also very poor.

Comparedto 1971, in 1999 as a meteorologist,
| knew what a cyclone was. | understood its
physical processes and its impact. We were
able to predict the path and intensity of cyclone
but with various limitations w.r.t. lead period of
forecast, accuracy, consistency, and confidence
in forecast/warning, timeliness of warning
services and dissemination tools & techniques.
It is needless to mention that the Odisha super
cyclone was the most intense cyclone over the
north India Ocean in the recorded history of
IMD. As a result, it was a helpless situation
again to exercise the improved early warning
services to minimize the loss of lives and
properties. However, the experience during
super cyclone 1999, reminded me again the
devastation due cyclone experienced in my
childhood. It also posed a challenge to the
meteorologist within me to improve the cyclone
warning services to minimize the loss of lives.

3.Tryst with destiny:

After my stay in Regional Meteorological
Centre, Guwahati, | was called to Delhi to look
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after cyclone warning activities and got posted
at Northern Hemisphere Analysis Centre which
was later named as National Weather
Forecasting Centre, New Delhi. Here | was
regularly participating in map discussions and
meteorological analysis. It was all done
manually. | was then appointed as Director,
Cyclone Warning Division in 2007. That was
another turning point in my career. Post Odisha
Super Cyclone disaster, the Government of
India decided to take up National Cyclone Risk
Mitigation Project with the help of World Bank.
It had four components dealing with
preparedness, planning, prevention, mitigation
and early warning. Early warning was a major
component to be taken up by IMD under that
project. The project started in 2005. In 2006,
Ministry of Earth Sciences (MoES) came into
existence, as decided by government of India,
to have a holistic approach on earth system
sciences involving earth, ocean and
atmosphere. IMD was shifted from Ministry of
Science & Technology to MoES. Government
of India decided to carry out the modernization
of IMD and a project was taken up in 2007 to
modernize the observational,
communicational, forecasting and early
warning aspects. | was given the responsibility
of Associate Project Director for modernization
of weather forecasting & warning services in
2007. In addition | was also asked to modernize
the cyclone warning services of IMD. In order
to execute the above, following steps were
taken up:

i. Benchmarking: The services offered by other
leading global centres were scrutinized and
Benchmarking for various high impact weather
events including cyclones was carried out. The
National Hurricane Centre, USA was
considered by me as a benchmark for
improving cyclone warning services in the
country.

ii. Vision and Road map: | was asked to
prepare the Vision document on cyclone
warning and storm surges alongwith Prof.
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A.D.Rao, IIT Delhi for MoES. The Vision-2020
on cyclone warning services was prepared and
published in 2010 keeping the target of
reducing the cyclone forecast errors by 20%
by 2015 and 40% by 2020.

iii. Strategic Plan: The strategy as per the
Vision of IMD and MoES was prepared w.r.t.
requirements of meteorological observations,
monitoring tools, modeling, computing
systems, forecasting, early warning products
generation and dissemination.

iv. Expected Outcome: Expected Outcome
document was also prepared to explain the
utility and justify the requirement of the
modernization project.

v. Standardisation of Operating Procedure:
The Standard Operation Procedure for
cyclones were reviewed and upgraded with
introduction of new services like nowcasting,
extended range forecasting and improvement
of existing short to medium range forecasting.

vi. Introduction of tools and technology for
monitoring, forecasting and early warning of
cyclones: The observational, modeling,
communication and warning dissemination
infrastructure of IMD increased manifold
helping in better monitoring and forecasting.
Among all, the number of Doppler Weather
Radars installed in the country increased which
covers 86% of the total geographical area of
the country at present. Many geostationary and
polar orbiting satellites available in India and
outside were put into service. The global and
regional numerical weather prediction models
were introduced along with development of
multi-model ensemble techniques and
ensemble prediction systems to predict
deterministic and probabilistic track, intensity
and landfall point and time of cyclones and
associated adverse weather like heavy rain,
wind and storm surge & coastal inundation. The
impact based forecast and risk based warning
models were developed. The seamless
forecast of cyclone was implemented with

introduction of extended range forecast of
cyclogenesis 2 weeks in advance followed by
daily tropical weather outlook predicting
probability of genesis of cyclonic disturbances
upto 7 days, daily pre-genesis track and
intensity forecast at the stage of formation of
low pressure area upto 3 days, every three
hour track, intensity and landfall forecast and
associated adverse weather forecast with the
formation of a depression valid upto 5 days
and every three hour nowcast valid for next 3
to 12 hrs.

Today IMD has a highly dense observational
network with about 1000 AWS, 13,500 ARG,
45 radars, 3 satellites (INSAT 3DR, 3D(S) &
OceanSat), guidance from around 7 high
resolution global and regional models in-house
and in collaboration with other international
centres with a lead period of 7-10 days. The
sophisticated indigenous decision support
system with capacity to generate accurate
cyclone forecasts with better decision making
and generation of graphical forecast and
warning products in GIS based platform is in
place. The customized objective sectorial
forecast for ports, shipping, off shore
operations, fisheries, power, urban, hydrology,
health, transport and agriculture were
introduced in recent years.

Vii. Warning products generation &
dissemination; Generation of new warning
products in text and graphical form, use of new
dissemination tools like email, SMS, NAVTEX,
mobile app, APIs, social media, common
alerting protocol, websites and web pages were
carried out at par with other leading centres.

viii. ~ Triggering mechanism: Standardised
procedure was established to disseminate pre-
cyclone information to media and general
public to trigger awareness among masses and
better mitigation of disaster due to impending
severe weather event. It included press
release, press conference, round the clock
media briefing, personal briefing and SMS to
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disaster managers and other stakeholders etc.

ix. Capacity building measures and R&D : The
capacity building measures included (i)
organizing trainings, workshops, conferences;
(ii) delivering lectures and talks, (iii)
documenting each cyclone since 2008; (iv)
developing (a) cyclone database including
cyclone electronic Atlas, (b) dedicated
websites; (v) establishing national and
international collaborations. A national
collaborative mechanism was developed with
all the sister organisations of MoES, IITs and
Universities. Significant amount of R&D was
carried out for improvement in forecasting of
all severe weather events with the aim that no
severe weather event goes undetected &
unpredicted. A Forecast Demonstration Project
on landfalling cyclones was taken up in 2008.

X. Confidence building measures: Regular
workshops, popular talks, lectures, TV and
radio shows were done to create awareness
among masses. The FAQ, do’s & don’ts, terms
& terminologies were prepared for cyclone and
associated severe weather events and made
public through websites. The verification of
forecast for cyclone and associated severe
weather events were introduced commencing
from 2008.

4.0utcome:

All the above led to a paradigm shift in cyclone
monitoring, forecasting and warning services
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of IMD. Already IMD has crossed this
benchmark set in 2010 for 2020 by 2015. There
is improvement in cyclone track (path) forecast
accuracy by 60 to 70 percent and landfall
forecast accuracy by 70 to 80 percent by 2020
compared to 2010. While 48 hour track forecast
accuracy was 50% less than that of USA in
2010, it is better than USA by 30% in 2020.

The modernized cyclone warning system
helped in significant decrease in death toll. To
mention a few, the number of deaths have been
around 6 in Nilam (2012), 22 in Phailin (2013),
46 in Hudhud (2014), 26 in Vardah (2016), 26
in Mekunu (2018), 89 in Titli (2018) and 64 in
Fani (2019), 98 in Amphan (2020), 104 in
Tauktae (2021), 6 in Yaas (2021) zero each in
Biparjoy (2023) and Dana (2024) against
10,000 deaths due to 1999 Odisha Super
Cyclone. The improved early warning system
has not only resulted in minimizing loss of lives
but also loss to government exchequer towards
ex-gratia payments, insurance claims etc. It
has thus contributed towards improvement in
the socioeconomic status of the country. It not
only helped India but also all the countries (13
numbers) surrounding north Indian Ocean. The
country and IMD earned awards and
appreciations from various global agencies
including WMO, United Nations, individual
countries and global scientific and disaster risk
reduction communities.

Dr. Mrutyunjay Mohapatra, the Cyclone Man of India, is a proud
alumnus of Utkal University. He did his MSc and PhD in Physics
from Vani Vihar. He has authored many Books and written more
than hundred research articles in reputed national and international
Journals. Several scholars did their Ph.D. under his guidance.
Currently he is the Director General of Meteorology at the India
Meteorological Department and the third Vice-President of World

Meteorological Organisation.
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The dawn of the 215t century has seen
paradigm shift in the sphere of the education.
Retreat of the state from the domain of the
education and unbridled privatisation posed a
thousand question mark on the vision of the
education. With emphasis on equity, access
and quality, public funded institutions from
school to University are confronted with serious
dangers for their survival and healthy growth.
Education in order to be inclusive, democratic,
scientific and secular needs the strengthening
of public funded education system of our
country.

The NEEP 2020 has further presented
many challenges for the vibrant existence of
public funded institutions. On the broader
canvass of fast changing educational scenario
as a consequence of neo liberal economic
polices, only safeguard and guaranty for
healthy survival of public funded intuitions
which caters to the hopes and aspiration of
the poor and marginalized section of the
society, is the vibrant role of Alumni Connect.
Alumni Connect can save education, save
campus and save nation.

The classic definition of Alumni is a
graduate or former students of a specific
school, college or university. The existing
faculty (Both teaching and non teaching) and
those who have retired can also be included in
the broader ambit of Alumni Association. The
role and contribution of Alumni in present
situation is of more challenging and extreme
significance. The great political philosopher
Edmund Burke once said “State is a
partnership between those who are past, those
who are present and those who are the future.”

VIBRANT ALUMNI :
VIBRANT UNIVERSITY

Dr. Amiya Kumar Mohanty

Similarly an institution also is a partnership.
The role of Alumni is also multi dimensional.
Alumni are an institution’s most loyal
supporters. Alumni are fund raising prospects,
Alumni generate invaluable word-of-mouth
marketing among their social and professional
networks.

By engaging Alumni an institution can
continue to benefit from their skills and
expertise. Alumni are model for our current
students, international ambassador to spread
the best aspects of the institution convey
positive message, act as a communication
channel and part of the institution’s future.
Good Alumni relation benefits Alumni as well
as the institution and thereby the credibility of
the institution increases. Alumni promote
institutional brand, can provide mentoring to
ongoing students, facilitate partnership, career
opportunities, job placement for out going
students, can support meritorious and poor
students for their study and above all they can
contribute to the physical infrastructure of the
institution. They are capable of rendering
intellectual, physical and financial support to
their alma matter. Alumni have been brought
up by the tendering care of the institution to
get a recognition on the broader; world stage,
so also a social commitment is also then to
repay the loan. Alumni connect allows
professionals from diverse fields to come
together and share their expertise and
knowledge in the cause of inclusive
development of the institution.

Our experience and knowledge about
the structured functioning of Alumni speaks a
happy note. It is learnt from Annual reports
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published by IITs and [IMs that the Alumni
contribute to their institutions hefty sums every
year. Several International Universities in
different parts of the world have become
carrying out active engagement with their
Alumni. In all most all foreign countries there
is a structured Alumni involvement and they
have been indispensable part of the march of
the institution. Recognizing the crucial role of
Alumni, UGC recommendations and National
Assessment and Accreditation Council (NAAC)
have taken concrete steps and issued
guidelines by emphasizing the concept of
Alumni Association and Alumni Connect in the
higher educational institutions. The NAAC also
specifies marks for Alumni activities at the time
of Grading of the institution. National Education
Policy 2020 further mentions a trio linkage, i.e.
academic-alumni-Industry. Just like corporate
social responsibility, the new idea of Alumni
social responsibility is also gaining momentum.
Financial grants to the institution in proportion
to the Alumni contribution has been ensured.
UGC committee has recommended formation
of Alumni Association, preparation of data base
sensitization program, Alumni Connect
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formation and a monitoring cell for
coordination. Prior to the recent measures, the
former pass outs used to meet in the institution
under the banners Old Boys Association. So
Alumni Association has an official recognition.
Our state Govt. has also introduced schemes
such as Godabaris School Abhijan and Mo
College Abhijan to provide financial incentive
to the intuitions.

Our alma matter Utkal University, Vani
Vihar established in 1943 has a dynamic role
in the spread of higher education in the state.
The institution has a glorious past and bright
future. Alumni of this institution have wide
recognition in diverse fields not only in the state
or India and even abroad. Their knowledge and
expertise has to be usefully harnessed for
making our alma matter a model institution in
the country. Time is favorable. We have a very
vibrant Alumni Association. Let us commit
ourselves to make our Association more
meaningful to serve the greater interest of the
institution. This is a great challenge and
responsibility which we can respond through
our collective wisdom. Ultimate success is
ours.

Dr Amiya Mohanty is a student of Department of History, 1975-77
batch. During his student career he was the President of Utkal
University Students Union. After post-graduation he joined in the
teaching profession as a faculty in the State government college
Cadre. Currently he is the President of World Federation of Teacher's
Union (FISE), and National Convenor, Joint Forum For Movement on
Education. He is the Former President, Odisha History Congress. He
is a active member of the Alumni Association, Utkal University and
currently Treasurer of the Association.
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The dialect of tomorrow is shaped by the
grammar of yesterday and syllable of present.
We are, at present in the first quarter of 21s
Century, so the tomorrow is to cover the life
span of other three quarters.

On a common parlance A.D. 2000 marks the
advent of 215t Century, but on a closer scrutiny
a decade earlier, 1989 to be specific blew the
conch shell of 215t century, though on a serene,
discordant note. These two adjectives need a
little elaboration. The serene note points to the
cuckoo’s song of Gorbachevian ‘glasnost’
(openness) and ‘perestroika’ (reform). It was,
at the zenith of enthusiastic fervor, projected
USSR to be the heaven on earth. But, the
caveat per se did not leave the judgemental
narrative. Alongside come the hurricane of the
lyrics of discordant notes with the disintegration
of USSR. Comrades and common people alike
broke out of the ‘Iron Curtain’ of Stalinism and
moved to the Kremlin Square without a
Socrates in sight. Destiny, alas had something
else up its sleeve and once the mighty USSR
was made to move surreptitiously into the
Gulag of History. The perennial questions
haunt us till now without any credible answer
whatsoever. The question is, a) has the
preamble of socialism been realized in meting
out an enabling future for the ‘hoi polloi’? b) Is
the much-hyped magic ward of ‘liberal
capitalism going to wipe the tears of the
common man ? c) Is ‘Socialism’ going to be
obliterated from the discourse of public policy
and paradigms ?

With this prologue as a backdrop, |
am to focus my attention on the following
fundamental points that reshape and redraw
the contour lines of tomorrow.

THE DIALECT OF TOMORROW
Dr. Ratikanta Mishra

People — The In(visible) catalysts.
Technology- The binaries of good & bad.
Politics- The inescapable paradox.

War- The poetics of power.

Religion- The prescribed opium.

Post Truth- An enigma thrown in between.
Education- A Necessary Evil.

PEOPLE- THE IN(VISIBLE) CATALYSTS

Changes in our immediate and outer
space occur no more by the people
themselves, but the manner they react to the
surroundings — fixed or upcoming. The
sociology of space like rural / urban divide
begins to crumble into pieces. Emotional
circularity of feelings give way to professional
linearity of attitudes. Words have been
replaced by graphic digits. We don’t identify
ourselves with the Whole Man, but engage with
a fragmented personality on the professional
matrix in the market place. An atomised
individual is caught in the web of alienation. A
message, an emoji on a sporadic basis scripts
the grammar of relationship. Tactile visuality
at regular intervals becomes a footnote of
sociology of history.

TECHNOLOGY :- THE BINARIES OF GOOD
AND BAD

On a very somber note, my analysis
is presciently restricted to biotech and infotech.
Taking up biotech first, we do the twin activities
of civilising the savage and embark upon a
‘devastated development reminding one of
‘Anthropocene Epoch’. An apt example of
‘civilising the savage’ is Karel Capek’s
description of the destruction of civilization
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through man’s attempt to domesticate a variety
of salamander in his novel ‘War with the Newts’.
Savagery is a gift of nature which need not be
civilised as the beauty asymmetrical
relationship is the cherished vision of Divine,
Consciousness. The concept of ‘devastated
development’ is a metaphor of irony that needs
a detailed elucidation. However, suffice it to
say that the narratives of technocentric
development at the cost of the philosophy of
scientism is almost a suicidal disaster for today
and tomorrow, now and beyond. Immediate
greyish pleasure guides our action and
blindfolds our long term vision and perspective
of green wisdom and inner wealth. The epoch
of Anthropocene dominates the discourse of
an exploitative man writing the birthday
obituaries for consumption of us, all. On
Infotech front, Baconian concept of Power has
been side stepped to provide a strong base to
Zuckerberg’s information in the Eliotesque
mould.

POLITICS —- THE INESCAPABLE PARADOX

The, Political Scenario is in a state of
constant flux scringing from ‘being’ to
‘becoming’. By ‘being’ | mean to say the
established boundaries of geography and
nationalistic isolation. By ‘becoming’ it is meant
to portray the whole of humankind to be a single
civilization, sharing common challenges and
opportunities. On the high table of international
forum the colossuses in a grand bid of
magnanimity declare the whole world, in the
sacred Upanisadic tradition declare to be one
family, which back home gets diluted into
xenophobic mindsets. The solution probably
lies in the way we interpret nation states vis-a-
vis comity of nations.

WAR- THE POETICS OF POWER

War is a grand scale stratagem of
human stupidity. Tribal warfare from the days
of the Assyrians and the Qin may in partial
measure serve the purpose of establishment
of empires with super imposition of power on
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the colonised people. The two world wars in
the mid 20" Century may have had served
some purpose during the cold war Era with two
superpowers controlling the arteries of
international body politic. With the
disintegration of USSR in the late ‘80s. The
World, surprisingly enough, did not become
unipolar, but a polycentric stage with Middle
East as the burning ember out to devour the
whole along ethnic loyalties. Ukraine at present
is a burning lake where the two medium
superpowers know not how to navigate their
ships on the surface with Europe as a clueless
bystander.

RELIGION- AN OPIUM OF PATHOLOGY

Contrary to the presumptions and
apprehensions of Homo Sapiens in its modern
avatar, religious canons and institutions hold
their sway on the politics and psychology of
the nations. The great strides in science and
technology in the era of artificial intelligence,
bioengineering, global warming and cyber
warfare, in all likelihood, fail to provide a vision
for tomorrow as they have not found out an
alternative to the religio-spiritual attitudes of the
common man. They have put their faith on the
sacred idol though they consult a doctor or an
agricultural scientist for the health of men and
the paddy on the field.

POST-TRUTH - AN ENIGMA THROWN IN
BETWEEN

The post-truth has undergone an evolution of
vocabulary from raw, undiluted truth to fictional
truth and post-truth. Man with his native wisdom
since millennia has been able to weave stories
of partial truths, even falsehoods into narratives
of post truth under the garb of religious and
mythological make believe. To cite a recent
instance of the invasion of Ukraine, by Russia,
President Vladimir Putin has been able to
successfully portray the war to be a sacred duty
in the name of God’s will for a greater Russian
Kingdom. For post-truths to take root in modern
times, the propaganda strategy of the powers
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that be plays a pivotal role in uttering a lie
thousand times to make it a truth. Joseph
Goebbels, the Nazi Propaganda guru is a case
in point for reincarnation of a lie into truth.
Communist brain washing machine has been
able to show case the atrocities at home as a
vision for the upliftment of the proletariat with
Stalin as a messianic saviour.

The basic premise that one must bear
in mind that truth in its most puritanical form
has never been the agenda of human being.
The practical shape of truth for the ruling
establishment is what matters a lot. Homo
Sapiens has the uncanny ability to maintain a
happy and delicate balance between truth and
fiction.

The ultimate truth, without much
exaggeration, is a mirage to be discovered only
by a handful of prudish scholars. Wielding of
power and authority to suppress uncomfortable
questions from the ground and bring about an
illusory unity at the bottom take a dominant
pattern in the present day state of fiction
masked in reality.

EDUCATION- A NECESSARY EVIL

A basic school with its much vaunted pyramid
of syllabi and faculties endeavours to make a
curious learner into a student in a formal sense.
To elaborate my perspective, it tries with utmost
care and sincerity to pigeonhole the child into
a future professional coded concept. The
results down the line remain as such

a) Artand aesthetics are not serious subjects
to be pursued for a living. They are merely

passionate pastimes to be taken up at a
later point of time.

b) All other subjects that follow the syllogistic
pattern bereft of creativity are to be studied
with doggedness for examination and a
later day living.

c) A rational mind, it is presumably
established is an asset of the system with
the intuitive thinking to be a liability that
can not satiate the hunger and thirst in
physical terms.

d) From point no. C, can we predicate our
views that Schools don’t foster creativity,
rather hinders and kills in the long run ?

e) An Albert Einstein with his guitar is as
remarkable a personality as his epoch
making ‘Theory of Relativity’. An APJ Abdul
Kalam is adored as the missile man in
DRDO as a player of ‘rudra veena’ in his
residence. A Tagore and a Bhabha are on
the same wavelength our valued
possessions.

The intuition is, as | analyse to be the
infrastructure of our education system and
rationality to be the superstructure of
knowledge and innovation.

| now take a long pause to scribble
the epilogue. I invite all of you — victor,
vanquished, patricians, plebeians, masters,
slaves and moreover Oppressor and
Oppressed to stand at ground zero under the
canopy of great void to see the sun rising from
the horizon with the algorithm of a New Today
and Tomorrow.

The Author is an alumnus of department of Political Science (1986-88 batch).
Currently he is serving as Additional Block Development Officer at Bolagarh in
Khordha district. He can be reached @ 9337561434 / 9437321834.
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Odisha, known for its centuries-old cultural
heritage, magnificent temples, and the
enduring devotion to Lord Jagannath, is now
scripting a new chapter; one not carved in
stone but built on ideas, innovation, and
entrepreneurship. From the bustling startup
hubs of Bhubaneswar to the grassroots
innovations emerging in the tribal belts of
Koraput and Mayurbhanj, the state is proving
that economic transformation can
harmoniously coexist with tradition.

In the last decade, Odisha has steadily risen
in India’s entrepreneurship map. The State
Government’s Startup Odisha initiative,
launched in 2016, set an ambitious goal: to
make Odisha one of the top three startup
destinations in the country. Today, the
ecosystem boasts over 2,000 recognised
startups, spanning sectors from agritech,
healthcare, biotech, edutech to deep tech and
social to impact driven. Importantly, nearly 35%
of these are led by women entrepreneurs,
reflecting Odisha’s inclusive approach.

This momentum is no accident. It is the result
of deliberate policy, ecosystem building, and
cultural readiness. Institutions like 1T
Bhubaneswar, NIT Rourkela, KIIT University,
SOA University, Institute of Life Science and
many other Institutions have become breeding
grounds for ideas. Many well-known incubators
like KIIT TBI, AIC Nalanda, FTBI, DBT ILS
Bioincubator etc. providing mentorship, seed
funding, and access to industry networks.
Hackathons, innovation challenges, and
entrepreneurship cells in different educational
institutions are inspiring students to move from
classrooms to the innovation hub. This
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INNOVATION IN THE LAND
OF LORD JAGANNATH: HOW ODISHA IS
NURTURING ENTREPRENEURS
Dr. Manisha Acharya

university-led innovation push is shaping the
next generation of problem solvers.

What sets Odisha apart is the way local culture
and traditional industries are merging with
technology. From millet based food startups in
Nuapada gaining national supermarket shelf
space, to tribal artisans in Keonjhar using e-
commerce platforms to sell across India,
entrepreneurship is not limited to metro cities.
Programs like Mission Shakti have further
empowered thousands of women in self help
groups to become micro-entrepreneurs.

Odisha’s start-up landscape is unique because
it draws strength from both tradition and
technology. Handloom and handicraft
entrepreneurs are leveraging e-commerce
platforms to reach global markets. Agritech
startups are using loT sensors and Al-driven
solutions to help farmers increase yield and
reduce losses. Social entrepreneurs are
innovating around tribal art, millet based
nutrition, and eco-tourism—preserving heritage
while creating livelihoods.

The state’s Startup Policy 2016 offers financial
assistance, performance-linked grants, and
easy compliance norms. Partnerships with
global entities, have brought in best practices
and funding opportunities. Dedicated events
like Startup Yatra, Purvodaya Startup Sangam
are taking the message to every district,
ensuring talent isn’t overlooked due to
geography.

Odisha’s focus areas like agritech, renewable
energy, blue economy, and healthcare are align
with both its natural strengths and global
demand. Bhubaneswar’'s growing IT
ecosystem, Puri’s tourism linked ventures, and
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Sambalpur’s textile based startups all point to
a diversified future.

Perhaps the most unique aspect is the spirit of
community and resilience embedded in
Odisha’s ethos. Much like the Rath Yatra of
Lord Jagannath, where thousands work in
harmony to move the massive chariots forward,
the startup movement here thrives on
collaboration between government, academia,
industry, and citizens.

For Odisha to unlock its full entrepreneurial
promise, the focus must remain on deepening
rural incubation, advancing skill development,
and attracting a steady flow of investors. With
its young demographic, rich cultural identity,
and improving infrastructure, the state has the

right blend of heritage and modern capability
to stand out on India’s innovation map.

From temple towns to tech corridors, from
coastal fishing hubs to cutting edge design
studios, Odisha is stitching together a future
where tradition fuels progress. This is not just
economic growth - it’s cultural renewal through
enterprise.

For those seeking their next big opportunity,
it's time to look east. Odisha is not only open
for business - it's ready to inspire. As our
Honourable Chief Minister aptly said at TIECON
Bhubaneswar, “Together, we can make Odisha
the entrepreneurial capital of eastern India and
truly realise the vision of Purvodaya - the rise
of the East.”

Dr. Manisha Acharya, a 1992 Botany Post graduate and British Chevening Fellow
(University of Oxford), is an internationally acclaimed innovation strategist and
ecosystem builder with over 25 years of leadership across science, startups,
and policy. A former CEO of Indigram Labs Foundation and Project Director at
Ernst & Young, she has mentored more than 500 startups, spear headed national
incubation initiatives, and represented India at premier global forums in the
UK, USA, Qatar, and Taiwan—driving cross-border partnerships in research

and entrepreneurship.
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In an age of global unrest, religious
polarization, and technological overdrive, the
inner world of human beings is crying out for
attention. While religion has historically guided
civilizations and shaped cultures, a growing
number of people are turning inward—towards
spirituality. This trend is not merely a fad; it
signals a significant shift in human
consciousness.

The time has come to reevaluate the role of
religion in our lives and embrace the
transformative power of spirituality. Especially
in a diverse and ancient culture like India’s,
the distinction between the two is not just
philosophical—it is practical and urgent.

Understanding the Difference

At the heart of the debate lies a simple but
profound distinction: religion is an organized
set of beliefs and practices centered around a
higher power, often codified through scriptures
and rituals, whereas spirituality is a personal,
inner journey seeking connection with the
divine, the self, or the universe - often beyond
dogma or institutional boundaries.

Religion says, “Follow this path.”
Spirituality whispers, “Find your own.”
Religion offers community and continuity.

Spirituality provides direct experience and
freedom.

Religion is often inherited.
Spirituality is usually discovered.

While they can overlap - many spiritual people
are religious, and vice versa - the fundamental
difference lies in approach. Religion often relies
on external structure; spirituality relies on inner
exploration.
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SPIRITUALITY VS RELIGION:
' A CALL FOR INNER AWAKENING

Ansuman Sahoo

The Indian Context: A Land of Both

India is a remarkable crucible of both religion
and spirituality. Home to four of the world’s
major religions - Hinduism, Buddhism, Jainism,
and Sikhism - India thrives on rituals, festivals,
temples, and scriptures. Yet, it is also the
birthplace of yogis, mystics, Sufis, and
wandering saints who abandoned organized
religion in pursuit of inner truth.

Take the example of Adi Shankaracharya, a
towering figure in Hindu philosophy. Though
deeply rooted in the Vedas, he emphasized
Advaita Vedanta - the idea that the soul (Atman)
and the Supreme Consciousness (Brahman)
are one. This is a spiritual truth discovered
through inquiry, not through blind ritual.

Then there is Kabir, the 15th century poet who
rejected both Hindu and Muslim orthodoxy. His
verses, still sung today, cut through ritualistic
practice and pointed directly to inner
realization. He said:

“Pothi padhi padhi jag mua, pandit bhaya na
koye;
Dhai aakhar prem ka, padhe so pandit hoye.”

(“The world died reading scriptures, none
became wise;

He who understands the two-and-a-half letters
of ‘love’, alone is the learned one.”)

Clearly, Indian wisdom traditions have long
recognized that spirituality transcends religious
boundaries.

Why Spirituality Matters More Today

In today’s world, religion is often caught in
controversy - sectarianism, violence, exclusion,
and dogmatism. Even in India, a land
traditionally tolerant of diverse paths, religious
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identities are becoming politicized and rigid.
Spirituality, on the other hand, is inclusive. It
urges self-awareness, compassion, and inner
transformation - qualities desperately needed
in a fractured world.

Here’s why spirituality deserves precedence
over organized religion today:

Religion often works through fear - of sin, of
hell, of divine wrath. Spirituality empowers the
individual with freedom to question, to doubt,
and to explore. This shift from fear to freedom
is critical in building mentally healthy societies.

While religion asks us to believe in someone
else’s experience - be it prophets, saints, or
texts - spirituality encourages personal
experience of the divine. In an era that values
evidence and self-realization, spirituality aligns
better with modern sensibilities.

Religions often emphasize “our truth” versus
“their error.” This fosters division. Spirituality,
by contrast, speaks of love, awareness, peace,
and unity - principles that transcend cultures,
castes, and creeds.

With anxiety, depression, and alienation rising
globally, people are turning to meditation,
mindfulness, and yoga - all spiritual tools that
provide inner peace. These do not require
religious conversion but encourage internal
alignment.

The Risks of Organized Religion

To be clear, religion is not inherently bad. It
has built schools, hospitals, communities, and
moral frameworks. But when religion becomes
rigid, exclusionary, or political, it loses its soul.
It starts to serve power instead of truth. This is
not unique to any one religion - it is a global
phenomenon.

In India, we’ve seen communal violence, caste
discrimination, and gender bias justified in the
name of religion. Texts are cherry-picked to

support hierarchy. Rituals are performed
without understanding. In contrast, India’s
spiritual tradition - from the Upanishads to
Ramana Maharshi - calls for self-inquiry,
compassion, and oneness.

A Harmonious Path Forward

Should we then abandon religion altogether ?
Not necessarily. Religion can still play a role if
reformed and reimagined. But it must become
a bridge to spirituality, not a boundary. Temples,
churches, mosques, and gurudwaras must
become centers of inner growth, not mere
institutions of social control.

India has a golden opportunity here. With its
treasure trove of spiritual wisdom - from the
Bhagavad Gita to the Yoga Sutras, from the
Sufi saints to Buddhist mindfulness - India can
lead a global movement toward inner
awakening. But for that, we must teach our
youth to meditate, reflect, and connect with
their inner being, not just memorize rituals or
symbols. We must encourage dialogue over
dogma, compassion over conformity, and
awakening over adherence.

Conclusion: Choose the Flame, Not the
Frame

In the end, the question is not whether religion
is wrong and spirituality is right. The real
question is: what leads us to truth, to peace,
to love?

If religion helps, use it. But if it binds, blinds, or
divides - let it go. Choose the essence, not the
form. Choose the flame, not the frame.

As Swami Vivekananda said, “It is not the fault
of religion. It is the fault of the human
interpretation of religion.” But interpretation can
change. And that change must begin within
each of us.

The world doesn’t need more labels or louder
sermons. It needs more awakened hearts.

Mr. Ansuman Sahoo is an alumnus of Department of Journalism and Mass Communication
2020-22 Batch, Utkal University. Presently he is leading a construction company at
Bhubaneswar along with giving astrological solutions by reading Natal charts.
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