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RAJ BHAVAN

No. 501/2026 Dr. Hari Babu Kambhampati 28" July 2026

Governor, Odisha

| am pleased to learn that the Alumni Association, Utkal
University, Vani Vihar, Bhubaneswar is celebrating its 06" Annual
Foundation Day on 21* August 2026 and is bringing out its annual
souvenir, “Utkalayana” to commemorate the occasion.

Utkal University has made significant contributions to higher
education and nation-building by nurturing generations of
accomplished alumni who have excelled in diverse fields. Such
initiatives by the Alumni Association strengthen the enduring bond
between the University and its alumni while inspiring the younger
generation.

| extend my heartfelt greetings and best wishes to the Alumni
Association, its office-bearers, members and participants for a
successful Foundation Day celebration. | also wish the souvenir
“Utkalayana” every success and hope it reflects the rich legacy of
Utkal University and the achievements of its alumni.l wish the
Association continued success in all its future endeavors.

g S

(Hari Babu Kambhampati)

Phone : 91-674-2536111/2536222, Fax : 91-674-2536582
E-mail : govodisha@nic.in, Website : www.rajbhavanodisha.gov.in
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I am glad to know that the Alumni Association of Utkal University, E

Bhubaneswar is celebrating its 6th Annual Foundation Day on 21st
August 2026 and bringing out a magazine ‘Utkalayana’ in A
commemoration. |

Standing as a majestic pillar of higher education in Odisha, Utkal
University has nurtured generations of scholars, thinkers, and nation- ‘ _
' builders. Its timeless ethos of wisdom and service continues to
R illuminate the path for aspiring minds across the country. It remains a
\_ vibrant hub of intellectual growth, empowering students to lead and
excel in arapidly changing world. I hope this collaborative endeavour :
will propel Utkal University to even greater heights of excellence, P,

inspiring future generations to come.
y

I extend my warm greetings to the members of the Alumni
Association on this occasion and wish the event a grand success.

.

(Mohan Charan Majhi)

Phone : Office :{ 0674-2531100, 2531500, 2535100 (Fax)
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Bhubaneswar

SURYABANSHI SURAJ
MINISTER OF STATE (IND.)
Higher Education, Sports & Youth Services
Odia Language, Literature & Culture, Odisha

| am pleased to know that the Alumni Association, Utkal University is celebrating
its 6th Annual Foundation Day on 21st August, 2026 and is bringing out its annual
magazine, "Utkalayana".

Utkal University has played a pioneering role in the advancement of higher
education in Odisha, nurturing generations of scholars, professionals,
administrators, entrepreneurs and leaders who have made significant
contributions to the society. The Alumni Association serves as a vital bridge
between the University and its graduates, fostering a lifelong bond while
strengthening the institution through collective wisdom, experience and
commitment.

The publication of "Utkalayana" is a commendable initiative that will showcase
the achievements of alumni, document the association's activities and provide a
meaningful platform for the exchange of ideas. | am confident that this publication
will inspire the younger generation to uphold the university's rich legacy of
academic excellence, innovation and social responsibility.

| extend my heartfelt congratulations to all the members of the Alumni Association
for successfully completing six years of dedicated service. | convey my best
wishes for the grand success of the Foundation Day celebration and hope that
the Alumni Association continues to contribute significantly to the growth and
advancement of Utkal University.

gdigal 2E
(Suryabanshi Suraj)

Address. : Res. Office: QR No-6R-2, Unit-VIl, Bhubaneswar-751001
Office: Room No.MB-I-006 & 007, Lok Seva Bhawan, Bhubaneswar, Odisha-751001
e-Mail id.: suryabanshi.suraj@gov.in
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Prof. Chandi Prasad Nanda
Vice-Chancellor

Tel: (0674) 2567700

Email: ve@utkaluniversity.ac.in

UTKAL
UNIVERSITY

NACC Accredited ‘A+’

GREETINGS FROM THE VICE-CHANCELLOR

It gives me immense pleasure to greet and congratulate the Alumni Association of Utkal
University on the occasion of its 6th Annual Day and the release of its annual magazine,
Utkalayana.

An alumni association is often understood through the language of remembrance-of
friendships, classrooms, teachers and a shared institutional past. Yet, to my mind, the deeper
meaning of alumni engagement lies elsewhere. Alumni represent not simply the memory of a
University, but its continuing presence in the world. Through the lives they build, the
institutions they lead, the professions they shape and the communities they serve, the
University travels far beyond the geographical boundaries of its campus.

The relationship between a university and its alumni must therefore be reimagined not through
nostalgia alone, but as a living continuum between memory and possibility, legacy and renewal,
belonging and responsibility. Alumni can become not merely participants in commemorating the
past, butactive partners in reimagining the future of the University.

It is here that alumni engagement can acquire a new institutional meaning. The idea of a
Professor of Practice, forinstance, becomes far more meaningful when accomplished alumni
are able to bring into the classroom forms of knowledge generated through practice and
professional experience. The classroom can then encounter the world of work not from a
distance, but through those who have inhabited and transformed it.

There is also a larger possibility around Corporate Social Responsibility. Many of our alumni
today occupy positions of leadership in corporations, public institutions and professional
organisations. Their association with Utkal can help create meaningful CSR partnerships in
areas such as student support, research infrastructure, innovation, digital transformation.

Sustainability, scholarships, community engagement and the strengthening of learning
environments. Philanthropy, in this sense, need not be understood merely as giving
resources; it can become an act of institutional co-creation.

Such engagement also invites us to reimagine mentorship. Mentoring is not simply advising a
student about a career. At its best, it is an intergenerational conversation about choices, values,
uncertainties and responsibilities. Alumni can help younger generations understand not only
how to enter professions, but how to inhabit them with integrity and imagination.

| therefore see the Alumni Association as occupying a special space within Utkal: between the
University we inherited and the University we are yet to create. Its strength will ultimately lie
not merely in the number of alumni it connects, but in the depth of relationships it enables-
between generations, disciplines, professions, institutions and ideas.

In this context, Utkalayana should be seen as more than an annual record of activities. It can
become a space where institutional memory converses with contemporary experience; where
alumni journeys become resources for younger generations; and where new ideas for
reimagining the future of Utkal are articulated, debated and shared.

| congratulate the editorial team and all those associated with this publication. May
Utkalayana continue to carry the many voices of the Utkal community while opening new
pathways of engagement between the University and its alumni across the world.

As we move forward, the aspiration could perhaps be captured in a simple movement: from
alumni connection to alumni participation; from participation to partnership; and from
partnership to the co-creation of Utkal's future.l extend my warmest wishes to the Alumni
Association onits 6th Annual Day and wish Utkalayana continuing distinction and success.

Uﬂ\.{—n.ﬁ'. i)’i—-]o-'—F }‘JL-":F)I,:T'
(Professor Chandi Prasad Nanda)

Vani Vihar, Bhubaneswar- 751004, Odisha, India | www.utkaluniversity.ac.in
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ALUMNI ASSOCIATION - UTKAL UNIVERSITY

ADVISORS
-

~N

_ Mr. Dharmendra Pradhan Dr. Achyuta Samanta Dr. Arun Kumar Sahoo |
j 1990, Anthropology 1986, Chemistry 1990, History
t.
&
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S 2 Mr. Prasad harichandan Mr. Sarat Kumar Acharya Dr. Ajay Kumar Mohanty
‘\' 1985, Political Science 1979, PM & IR 1975, Physics
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oo Dr. Satyajit Mohanty
= SN President
] 1983, Geology
4 )

Mr. Raghunath Prusty
3 Vice President
@ 1978, PMIR

D -

Mr. Amiya Ku. Mohanty
Treasurer
1977, History

ALUMNI ASSOCIATION - UTKAL UNIVERSITY

OFFICE BEARERS

Mr. Debendra P. Das
General Secretary |
1979, Political Science

£ )

Dr. Bira Kishore Dash
Joint Secretary |
1988, Sociology

Mr. Santosh Ku. Mohapatra
Joint Treasurer
1997, A & A Economics
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! ALUMNI ASSOCIATION - UTKAL UNIVERSITY } 3

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Ananta P. Samantray Ashok Ku. Nayak

Arup Srichandan Bijaya Ku. Sahoo

Gadadhar Rath Dr. Ganeswar Jena

Girija Sankar Jena Harekrushna Sial Dr. Hiranmayee Mishra
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: ALUMNI ASSOCIATION - UTKAL UNIVERSITY } A\

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Manoj Ku. Biswal Dr. Manoranjan Bhuyan

q Manoranjan Swain Dr. Mitali Mohanty Dr. Narayan Tripathy Nilambar Biswal

Nityananda Das Pradeepta Ku. Bisoi Dr. Pradip Ku. Rath Dr. Prasanna Ku. Jena




ALUMNI ASSOCIATION - UTKAL UNIVERSITY
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Rajalaxmi Panda

Ramesh Ch. Dash

Smita Samanta

Rajiblochan Tarai Ram Sankar Pattanayak

Dr. Santosh Ku. Kamila Santosh Ku. Sethy
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Soumya R. Mohapatra Subrat Ku. Biswal

Dr. Tanmaya Ku. Swain Tapan Ku. Jean
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Prof. Jagneshwar Dandapat, Sri Pitambar Acharya, Advocate General,
Esteemed Vice Chancellor (I/C) Government of Odisha
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ALUMNI ASSOCIATION - UTKAL UNIVERSITY ’

VANI VIHAR, BHUBANESWAR
Regd. No: 216/18202000024 of 2020-2021
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The group photograph of participants of Odia & Enghsh Debate Competitions
held on 05.08.2026 with Judges, Members and Office bearers of Alumni Association
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The group photograph of participants of Song Competition

¥ 3 1 held on 05.08.2026 with Judges, Members and Office bearers of Alumni Association
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Powering
Odisha's tryst with
safe and sustainable power

We ensure: |

«  Generation of clean, safe, and reliable power

- Adopting best global practices

+  Contributing to national growth

+  Strengthening the power sector of the state
and economy

«  Committing to environment-friendly practices

€
OPGC

Poer for Progress

Odisha Power Generation Corporation Ltd.
(A Government Company of the State of Odisha)
CIN : U401040R1984SGC001429
7th Floor, Fortune Towers, Bhubaneswar - 751023




‘ GUIDELINES FOR UTKALAYANA A

1. Utkalayana is published on the occasion of Annual Function of Alumni
Association, Utkal University as its Annual Magazine.

2. ltis bi-lingual - articles in Odia and English find a place in Utkalayana.

3. It hosts articles from the Alumni, the faculty, current students of the
University and eminent writers.

4. While promoting and propagating talent in literary writings such as
Poems and Short stories, Utkalayana also encourages articles on
contemporary socio-economic issues and on policy initiatives
particularly in the field of education. Reminiscences and anecdotal
articles on Utkal University are welcome. Utkalayana will not publish
any article directly or indirectly promoting political agenda, or conflicts
on caste, community or religious lines.

5. All efforts should be made by the contributors to ensure that the
language of the articles should not be offensive, or indecent in any
manner.

6. All submissions should be accompanied by a passport size photograph
and a short biodata of the writer. The biodata should be limited to 100
words and should clearly mention the years and the Department in
which the contributor studied in the university.

7. Decision of the Editorial Board in selection and editing of the articles
is final.

8. The views and opinions expressed in the articles are entirely and
unequivocally of the writer. Neither the Editorial Board of Utkalayana
nor the office bearers of the UU Alumni Association are responsible
for them in any manner.
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GENERAL SECRETARY’S REPORT

» Good evening every one,

Esteemed President of Alumni Association Dr. Satyajit
Mohanty, Distinguished Chief Guest of the evening, Hon’bel
| Governor of Odisha Dr. Hari Babu Kambhampati, Esteemed
Chief Speaker, noted Film personality, former Minister, Former
M.P. Dr. Prashanta Nanda, Respected Guest of Honour,
/ Former Lieutenant Governor of the Union Territory of Jammu

& Kashmir and Former CAG Dr. Girish Chadnra Murmu,
Estemeed Vice Chancellor of Utkal University, Prof. Chandi Prasad Nanda, Joint
Secretary of Alumni Association Dr. Birakishore Dash, Dignitaries on the Dais
and off the Dais, Dear students, Ladies and gentlemen.

It gives me immense pleasure to place before you in nutshell the objective and
activities of Alumni Association for the Year 2025-26.

As you all know that Utkal University called the Mother University in Odisha has
a glorious history and has the association of many illustrious personalities.
Universities are lamp post of ideas, research and innovation impacting
generational transformation that has lasting bearing upon civilisational journey
of mankind. Thus a Country which has a number of Universities of World Class
standing and eminence ultimately happens to be stealing a march over rest
others, in terms of matric of development and frontier of knowledge. A University
is known by the quality of its faculty, diversity of its students, and contribution of
its alumni in varying field of human endeavour. In this context our Alumni
Association is a fledging organisation of Six years existence in relation to standing
of our University for 83 Years. No doubt our alma matter has produced quite a
good number of alumni who have distinguished themselves in diverse domain of
human enterprise. Unfortunately so far we have not succeeded in roping in the
vast proportion of those passed out students to our association fold, but non the
less our ceaseless manoeuver continues how to enlarge the collection of alumni
data set.

Another task that is entrusted on all of us to find out how leverage this cross
section of the alumni in contributing to an enhancing academic excellence. The
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real virtue of any individual is how to remain earnest and grateful, thus it enforces
upon us self inducing obligation to do our best in paying back to our alma matter
in whatever way or in whatever measure we are capable of. So that our University
profile grows larger.

1. The year 2025-26 will be written in golden letter in University history as the
alumni association has taken the initiative to write down the history of
Utkal University, which was never done earlier. Esteemed Vice Chancellor
Prof. Nanda after joining the University has exhibited his keen interest to
write such thing in close collaboration with the University which is laudable
step on his part. | extend my heartfelt thanks to him.

2. For the first time Alumni Association has created its own website which is
being inaugurated by the Hon’ble Governor of Odisha today evening. This
would provide a better platform to connect the Alumni across the World.

3. Debate club for the University students has been formally put in place by
the Alumni Association in order to enhance competitive and eloquent skill
among students.

4. Formation of Eco- club in University Campus is in the pipe line. Alumni
association has been striving hard to make it happen in the shortest possible
time.

5. | am happy to place it on record that due to our persistent endeavour the
Govt. of Odisha has incorporated a provision in the University Act for
representation of Members of Alumni Association in the senate of the
University. For this we convey our sincere thanks to the Govt. of Odisha as
well as to the Chancellor of the University.

Lastly | conclude with a remark of the great African Leader, Dr. Nelson Mandela
on education who once said that, “Education is the most powerful weapon on
which you can change the world.” Education is not only about text book study or
the examination it is about shaping the life of the students and feel them confident
and nurturing knowledge. This is the call of the Association today to which all of
us must rise and meet the expectation. It is as much a challenge as an opportunity
we should not fail to make use of window of opportunity that present itself.

| beg to conclude
Jai Hind E :
Jai Jagannath.

(Debendra Prasad Dash)
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"Why did you call me to this place? Anything
special?"

Asit looked at the cheap, ordinary restaurant
and flinched within. Not a place worth a glance
of a billionaire like him. But when the doctor
had telephoned him, he had said it was
important. Under the dim light of the small
restaurant the two individuals looked different,
a contrast to each other. Asit was a young man
in his early thirties, looking a little pale, but
unmistakably handsome. Doctor Samar Ballav
- old, haggard, ravaged by the many storms of
life - his rugged body seemed to have been
consumed by a raging fire for quite some time.
He was smoking the fourth cigarette of the
evening, smoke going up from his parched lips
in a tragic curl. Unkempt dress, unruly hair and
a shaking hand spoke of a disturbed
personality.

"I called you here, because | went through your
reports again. | want to ask you a few
questions. From your past".

Asit became alert. Questions? What
questions? Why is the doctor sounding so
ominous? What could be his problem? What
kind of problem could visit a young man like
him, rich, powerful and influential - owner of
the two best cinema halls, four big hotels and
a dozen petrol pumps in the sprawling town.
Add to that the dealership of Maruti cars - his
wealth was a stuff of dreams. Seven years back
when he returned from the U.S. after doing an
MBA, his father handed over the reins of all
that business to him. "Son, | have built this vast
empire with a lot of sweat. Now it's for you to
manage them and enjoy the dividends. You are
an MBA, | am sure you will do justice to the

FLESH
Mrutyunjay Sarangi

business." Asit had promised to his dad he
would take good care of the business and
would not let his father down.

"What past? | am only thirty two years! Not
ancient like you."

The doctor hastened to correct him, "No. No.
Not the distant past, not your childhood or your
adolescence, | guess you would have had a
fabulous life, with all the riches of your father. |
just want to know how you have been spending
your time after you returned from the U.S. You
have so much wealth, you virtually float in
money, you can buy anything you want, no one
to stop you from doing whatever you want. So
what is left for you to enjoy? What do you want
from life, what are your cravings?"

"You are right doctor, with money | have
acquired a lot. | have purchased many powerful
people. With just a phone call | can summon
half a dozen MLAs who will rush to my hotel
with their body guards. All of them are on my
payroll. I can walk into a Minister's room and
get anything done with just a snap of my
fingers. Two rooms in my best hotel are kept
ready for such big bosses and many other
VIPs, for whatever use they want to make of
them, no questions asked. Their flunkeys bring
girls and eunuchs for them. The best imported
whisky is kept ready for them all the time. If
there are cries from the victims from perverted
brutalities of these worthies, they remain within
the four walls. Often the girls are dragged out
after the bosses have had their enjoyment and
the flunkeys pounce upon them like hungry
dogs. In the morning their almost lifeless bodies
are packed in vans and sent home. No
questions asked. Such is life doctor, all full of
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colour and music, one has to know how to
enjoy life."

The doctor probably knew all that, he wanted
to probe Asit's life, "Yes, all that is true, but tell
me how do you enjoy life? What is it that you
crave?"

Asit smiled, a cruel yet dream like smile,
"Flesh!"

The doctor sat up, "Excuse me? What is that?"

The smile widened, "Yes, flesh of young,
innocent girls. | buy it, no question asked on
the amount. Sometimes | ensnare them,
beautiful, young girls, draped in exquisite
sarees, or tight dresses, their eyes shining with
love, for a billionaire and his fathomless wealth.
| promise them the moon and in the hope of
becoming Mrs. Asit Mahanty they give
themselves to me, a total surrender. | just use
them for a couple of weeks and then discard
them. My PRO procures a new girl for me in
no time. It is amazing what money can buy -
body, heart and soul, everything Doctor, you
can't even imagine that. You, with your limited
income and middle class mentality."

After a long speech Asit felt tired. Little beads
of sweat appeared on his face. He wiped it with
his kerchief, took a sip of water and sat back.

The doctor was impressed, "So, how many girls
you have used like that and thrown away?"

Asit exploded, "What? You think Asit Mahanty
is so cheap? To keep count of the girls he
sleeps with? It is for my PRO to keep a count
of that and settle their accounts. Some of them
get desperate, they had already built massive
dreams, as the future Mrs. Asit Mahanty. They
scream, whine before the PRO, but he is a real
gem. Nothing moves him. If some one tries to
be difficult he blackmails her with a couple of
her intimate photographs with me. She runs
away without looking back."

"Why do you do that? You can get married to a
billionaire's daughter and enjoy your flesh
anytime you want."

Asit laughed, a derisive laughter throwing the
doctor off guard.

"You know, my dad had asked me, a couple of
years after | took over the business, what kind
of girl | would like as a wife. | laughed at the
idea, told him | don't want to be tied down to a
cow, a bloody cow, like my Mom who never
even answered back my dad and worshipped
the ground he trod upon. Asit Mahanty is
different, so bloody different. Doctor, do you
eat meat?"

"l used to, but gave up two years back."
"Tell me, which meat is the best, the tastiest?"

"To me all meat used to taste the same, what
is the difference?"

"There is a difference doctor, in the pleasure
you get from eating meat. It's all psychological,
you know, all pleasure is in the mind. See, you
can get meat in three different ways - you can
buy it, you can go to the jungle, shoot a deer
and eat its meat. But you know which is the
best meat you can have? When you rear a goat
or a deer at home, give him all the attention
you can, make him feel so happy and secure.
Then one day you drag him to the slaughter
point and kill him with your own hands. The
look of disbelief, sadness and betrayal in his
eyes is something so rare and so deep, it will
make you feel powerful, immensely powerful.
You had the power to give him life and then
you decided to take it away. For him, in his last
moments, you played God. That's what | like
doctor. With my girls also. | bring them home,
give them lots of hope, they just soak in it.
Gradually they start getting aggressive, throw
their weight around with the servants and one
day | just throw them away like soiled napkins.
My PRO secretly records the video of their
pleading with him to give one more chance to
meet me, to grant just a few minutes with me.
They sob, whine and almost fall at his feet.
The video really turns me on. Ah, the power of
playing with people's fate! Only two persons
can do it. God and Asit Mahanty! Doctor, you
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cannot understand it, the power of playing God
- making and breaking people's lives!"

Asit again took a few sips of water, wondering
what was happening to him, why he was feeling
so tired frequently. The doctor watched him
closely, puffing away at his cigarette.
Something was bothering him and he wanted
to ask Asit about that.

"Wasn't there anyone who you liked, may be a
little more than others? Someone special?"

Asit paused for a moment, a wistful smile
playing on his lips, "Yes, there was one. Areally
innocent, cute girl. She was not procured by
my PRO. My car had accidentally brushed her
from the side when she was walking back from
the college. One look at her, and | was floored.
She was beautiful, like a freshly bloomed flower
and | was mad to get her. After six weeks of
wooing | won her and one winter afternoon
ravished her in my penthouse. | can never
forget the way she cried, as if | had taken away
the virginity of her whole clan! It was a big
victory for me. | love it when the girls resist
and | ultimately conquer them."

The doctor lit another cigarette, "Did you throw
her away also?"

"Yes, | got tired of her telling me all the time,
she loved me, only me as Asit Mahanty and
didn't care for my riches, that even if | had
nothing she would have loved me with her heart
and soul. To my horror, | saw in her another
cow like my mother and in a couple of days
after she professed her eternal love to me, |
asked the PRO to take care of her. But Shefali
was different, not like others who got
intimidated by threats of blackmail, her nude
photographs and pictures of the intimate
moments she shared with me. A couple of
months later she stormed into my office,
created a big scene. Told me she was pregnant
with my child. Foolish girl, she thought she
could nail me down with that! | used the only
weapon that | knew would shatter her. | simply
told her that she was of loose character, if she

could sleep with me, God knows how many
men she would have slept with. | can never
forget the way her face became ashen, she
trembled and collapsed on the floor. She
reminded me of a pet doe | had killed a year
earlier, the way she had looked at me, tears in
her eyes when | went near her with a sharp
knife. | asked the watchman to throw her out. |
never saw her again."

"What happened to her?"

"How do | know? | don't care what happens to
the girls | discard. They mean nothing to me."

The doctor looked at Asit, a feeling of revulsion
sweeping over him, the young man was again
sweating and wiping his face with his kerchief.
In a trembling voice, the doctor said, "l know
what happened to her. She was the only child
of her parents, their sweet darling, the throb of
their heart. When she told them of her plight
they were shattered. Her father quit his job and
they all left for Delhi. He took up a job as a
research scientist at the National Institute of
Immunology. Shefali remained in deep
depression and one afternoon when her
mother was away to buy some vegetables, she
hanged herself from the ceiling fan. Her mother
was devastated by this tragedy and lived for
just six months after that. After her death, the
father also wanted to end his life, but then he
thought how will he face his wife and daughter
in heaven if he leaves without taking revenge
on the devil who destroyed a happy innocent
family. So | came back here..."

Before he could finish, Asit cut him short, "You?
You are Shefali's father?"

"Yes, | am her father and | returned to this sad
place to rid you of your habit of enjoying flesh.
Asit Mahanty, your days of enjoying flesh are
over. In a few months you will look like an old
dog, your skin peeled off, your hair gone, you
will be sitting in your lawn and panting like a
decrepit dog that you are."

Asit turned pale, his face distorted by a
grimace, "Why? What has happened to me?"
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"AIDS. Remember you had come to me six
months back for some viral infection? | had
injected you with the AIDS virus. While leaving
the National Institute of Immunology | had
stolen a vial of the AIDS virus and brought it
with me. | found out you go to GetWell Multi
Speciality Hospital for all your ailments. So |
took a job there and waited for your next visit.
| had told the reception counter that you are
an old patient of mine and when you come they
should refer you to me. The first time | saw
you | almost lost my mind. | thought of jumping
on you and tearing you to pieces. But months
of grieving over my family had taught me
patience. So | waited for my chance to inflict
the cruelest death on you. Now go home and
wait for your death. This evening's newspaper
will carry the news of your suffering from AIDS
and no girl will look at you after this. You are
such a celebrity, you know, the newspapers
are so eager to publish a sensational news
about you. That's why | have given the news
to the print media. So from now on you will
only crave for flesh, but no flesh will be

available to you. You will die a sad, frustrating
death in a few months. Here is your medical
report confirming the onset of AIDS. | have
given a copy of this to the newspapers also.
Don't even try to get a treatment. | had got the
most virulent form of virus for you. Nothing but
the best for you, you know. Asit Mahanty
doesn't believe in anything but the best!!!"

Asit jumped up from his seat and clenched his
fist to give a blow to the doctor, "You dirty
bastard! You have ruined my life!"

The doctor got up and started walking away,
"Not me, you are the rich, arrogant bastard! Sit
down Asit, dying men don't throw punches at
others, they just cover their faces and wait for
the cold hands of Death to come and pick them
up, silently, stealthily. | wish | could be present
when your rotten body is consigned to flames.
Ah, the sweet unbelievable taste of revenge! It
is much better than the tastiest flesh you ever
enjoyed Asit. Good bye to you. Don't come back
to me, | am done with you, for me you are history,
a sad, unfortunate chapter of my life."

Dr. Mrutyunjay Sarangi was a Post-Graduate student of Political Science
at Vani Vihar during 1972-74. He is a retired civil servant and a former
Judge in a Tribunal. Currently his time is divided between writing
poems, short stories and editing the eMagazine LiteraryVibes. Four
collections of his short stories in English have been published under
the title The Jasmine Girl at Haji Ali, A Train to Kolkata, Anjie, Pat and
India's Poor, The Fourth Monkey. He has also to his credit nine books
of short stories in Odiya. He is a life member of Alumni Association,
Utkal University and was the Chief Editor- Utkalayana during 2022 -
2023. He has won a couple of awards, notably the Fakir Mohan Senapati
Award for Short Stories from the Utkal Sahitya Samaj. He lives in
Bhubaneswar.
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Neha stood by the wide glass window of her
office, watching the city glitter beneath her like
scattered stars. Yet her thoughts drifted far from
the skyline- to old corridors, quiet classrooms,
and memories that refused to fade. Back then,
silence had been her constant companion, and
shyness her invisible armour. She rarely spoke

ECHOES OF AN UNSAID LOVE
Phalguni Sahu

W unless Neelam or Arti pulled her
into their whirlwind of chatter.
Hidden corners of the college felt
safer than the noisy world she
could never quite enter.

It was there, one afternoon, that
. her friends suddenly squealed in
excitement. “There he is! Look,
look!” Neelam whispered,
tugging Neha'’s sleeve. “Who?”
Neha asked, blinking and
adjusting her glasses. Arti
sighed dramatically. “The Hunk!
Have you seen him? He looks
straight out of a magazine!”

Neha squinted at the tall figure
walking across the courtyard.
Her eyesight blurred his
features, but she could sense
her friends’ thrill. Later, she
learned his name- Mohit, her
senior in the Zoology
department.

Days rolled on. Neha continued
to walk through college halls
quietly, until one afternoon
Snigdha, her hostel senior,
called out, “Neha! Come, | want
you to meet someone.” Beside
her stood Mohit himself;
confident, well-dressed, warm-eyed. “Hi, I'm
Mohit. We're planning a seminar on the Mandal
Commission Report. Would you like to help?”
Neha’s voice got stuck somewhere in her
throat, so she simply nodded. But inside she
wondered desperately- Why me? Why talk to
someone invisible in her own class? Snigdha
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laughed softly, patting her shoulder. “She will
help. She’s brilliant.”

The moment she returned to her friends, Arti
nearly collapsed. “OH GOD! Neha, you were
talking to Mohit!” Neha could only smile shyly
and walk on.

Over the next few weeks, she bumped into
Mohit often- in the library, the corridor, near
the canteen. Their exchanges were brief, but
every “hello” from him felt like sunlight breaking
through her carefully guarded world. One
evening, Snigdha informed her that a guest
was waiting in the lobby. Neha reached the hall
and froze. Mohit sat there, waiting for her.
“Hope | didn’t surprise you,” he said with a shy
smile. They sat and talked for nearly two hours;
about books, music, even stray thoughts she
had never imagined sharing with anyone. That
night Neha lay awake, her heart full, her mind
racing. Somewhere between his questions and
her hesitant answers, she had fallen in love.

But love made her even more nervous. She
avoided Mohit when she could, choosing
different paths deliberately, a habit she hid with
careful precision. She never revealed that
inside her heart, Mohit’s presence had taken
root like a soft, persistent echo.

Exam time arrived. On the night she left for
Bhubaneswar with Snigdha, fate surprised her!
Mohit boarded the same bus and sat right
behind her. Her heartbeat was so loud she
thought everyone could hear it. During the
journey, he mentioned casually, “I'll be back
next year for my Second-Year exam. | skipped
it for medical prep.” Neha felt joy bloom silently
inside her.

Months passed. She prepared for her Final
Year and the MBA entrance, but in her heart,
she counted down to the day Mohit would
return. And he did. Their meeting was brief,
but something felt different. His warmth had
dimmed. His tone was unusually distant. Neha
tried to ignore it, but unease simmered within
her.

On the last day of college, as she walked back
to her hostel after her exam, she spotted him
with his friends. Gathering every shred of
courage, she called out, “Mohit... | just wanted
to say... all the best.” He stopped, turned, and
suddenly said something she would never
forget. “Neha, don’t be so timid. Have you ever
seen yourself? You'’re shy, diffident... so
insignificant. Be someone in life. Otherwise,
no one will care.”

Then, he walked away. Neha stood rooted,
tears spilling before she could stop them.

Back home, his words echoed endlessly. Days
passed, then weeks, but the wound remained
fresh. Yet, somewhere inside, something
hardened- not in bitterness, but in resolve. She
used his words like fuel. She studied
relentlessly, cleared CAT, and joined [IM
Ahmedabad. Her transformation was
complete; she emerged confident, articulate,
charismatic!

And still, on every achievement, one name rose
in her mind- Mohit. The only truth she held
close was that he had joined the Combined
Defence Services. She looked for him across
all social media, chasing traces of a man who
lived like a whisper- close enough to feel, yet
too distant to find.

Two decades swept by. Neha became the
founder of a successful company, admired and
celebrated. One evening, she ran into her
childhood bestie, Colonel Deepak. Over dinner,
she shared the old story she had never told
anyone in full. Deepak looked stunned. “Mohit?
You mean Mohit Dash.? He was my batchmate
at the Academy! Want his number ?”

“Hello... Mohit?” she said softly. A pause.
“Yes... who's this?” came the voice. “It's Neha.
From college. Your junior from Zoology
department.” A long silence followed. Then,
finally, “Neha? My God... it's been years.”

They agreed to meet for coffee. Neha arrived
early. When Mohit walked in, he stopped mid-
step, stunned. “Neha... | wouldn’t have
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recognized you. You look... incredible.” She
smiled gently. “It's been a long journey.” He
sat down, still staring as if trying to reconcile
his memories with the woman before him. “I've
wondered about you,” he admitted. “Where life
took you.” “Life took me far, Mohit,” she replied
softly.

He exhaled, regret flickering in his eyes. “About
that day... what | said” She interrupted gently,
“Let’s not dig old graves,” though her eyes held
a thousand unspoken questions. Mohit leaned
forward, voice barely above a whisper.
“Neha... thetruthis, I...” But he never finished.
A gust of wind blew in through the cafe door,
scattering napkins across the counter. He
turned instinctively, just for a moment. When
he looked back, Neha’s expression had
changed- calm, unreadable, quietly guarded.

With a faint smile, she whispered, “Some truths
don’t need to be spoken, Mohit. Some... are
meant to stay where they belong.” He searched
her eyes for meaning, but she gave none. They
stood together and walked toward the exit. He
hesitated at the exit, as if wanting to say more-
or take something back- but instead, he simply
nodded. Neha watched him walk away. He
didn’t turn back; She didn’t call out. Outside,
the world carried on as if nothing had
happened!

Inside, Neha felt something shift - a door
closing, another opening. What Mohit had tried
to say... and what Neha had understood...
were known only to the silence between them.

And perhaps, that silence held the real ending
- or the beginning that never came.

Phalguni Sahu was a student in Management at Vani Vihar during
2015-16. She is a development leader who has spent twenty-five
years shaping transformative initiatives across government, public
sector institutions, and international development organizations.
An MBA in Rural Management from the Xavier Institute of
Management, Bhubaneswar, she carries into her writing the same
depth of insight and quiet sincerity that define her professional

journey.

For Phalguni, writing is a sanctuary - an inner courtyard where
thoughts unfurl gently and truth finds its voice. She is an ardent
reader, forever drawn to the reflective rhythms of literature, and
her creative work spans contemplative spiritual blogs and

evocative short stories.
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In the end
We all would turn
To be stories one day
Let’s not forget
It should be
Worth reading !

The night is growing old
My heart goes heavier
The missiles hurled at Hormuz
Instantly hurt my heart
Oozing blood
Can | sleep anymore ?
Donald Trump
Might be having
A sleepless night too
Watching the drones flying

IN THE END

Pradeep Biswal

In the air over Iranian soil
Which story would be
Headlines tomorrow.

A poet can never find space
In the headlines
In any media ever
It's reserved for those
Who care less for humanity
And more about their ego.
History is replete
With stories about war
Resulting in loss of human lives
Not poetry healing the souls
Through consoling words.
Whose stories worth reading ?

Pradeep Biswal (1960) is an alumnus of PG Department of History,
Utkal University belonging to 1979-81 batch. He joined Odisha
Finance Service, got promoted to IAS and retired as Special
Secretary, Finance Department in 2019. He was also Member,
Odisha Real Estate Regulatory Authority. Being a poet of repute,
he has ten poetry collections in Odia, three in English & Two
anthologies in Hindi, one each in Telugu, Panjabi, Assamese &
Malay have been published with his poems translated into these
Languages. He can be reached at pbiswal804@gmail.com and

Mobile number 9437171585
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I am a sleeping beauty

my beauty trapped inside the cage of my soul
with the body of a man

I need a red gown and lipsticks

I may not have breasts of a woman

| wish to be a mother

What an agony | face

for my gender dysphoria and discrimination

I am not a beggar or sex worker

Why should | be segregated?

Why can'’t | reveal my gender identity?

| am a good dancer, a public speaker

need to express my grief,

my potentialities to work

for our culture, humanity

and sustainability of nature

Just give me an opportunity

| can teach, reach beyond all boundaries
Here | dedicate my life to all the humanity
Don’t ever irritate me or humiliate

| am a queen who has overcome the transit period
Now | celebrate the peace zone after my surgery
Hold my hand dear community

We will walk together

WHEN A TRANSWOMAN SPEAKS

Swapna Behera
(“On the subject of sex, silence became the rule” by FOUCAULT)

discuss with me of any political,

sociological issues

| too have my views, my rights

as a part of the cosmic entity as you all are
don’t throw stones at them

never ever try to make them the sex workers
they are intellectuals

recognise their existence

after my death,

I know the police will write my gender identity
Yes, | am a transwoman who glorifies creation

| too stayed in my mother’s womb for nine months
crossed the painful journey with

memoirs of experiencing loss of acceptance
discovered myself reconciling my past and present
my vulnerable gender fluidity

transitioning is a journey and not the destination
“help me to grow” is my appeal

empathy or sympathy both | don’t need

| just wish to live in my own way

with my ear rings and of course with my voice
that | am a trans woman

a beautiful creation

| am your friend forever

Swapna Behera did her PG in History from Utkal University. She is a
trilingual poet, translator , eco activist, editor from Odisha and author of
eight books of different genres including one on children'’s literature on
Environment. She is the recipient of International UGADI AWARD 2019,
honoured from GujuratSahitya Akademi 2022, 2021, International Poesis
Award of Honor as Jury, Pentasi B World Fellow Poet, Honoured Poet of
India from Seychelles Government and International awards from Algeria,
Morocco, Kajhakhstan, modern Arabic Literary Renaissance of Egypt,
Argentina etc. Her poem A NIGHT IN THE REFUGEE CAMP is translated
into 68 languages. At present she is the Cultural Ambassador for India
and South Asia of Inner Child Press U.S.
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In the hinterland of the

Spatial Geomery of ‘LIFE’

Death is

Eulogized,

Celebrated

With multi-hued embellishments of
profane grandeur.

Bereft of all known
Longitudinal adjectives
My little world
moves, stealthily
along the latitude of
hope and

despair,

anxiety and
flamboyance

real signs and
abstract syllables.

Grudgingly, though |
put myself

in a triangular space
apparently

knowing little,

the density of nobility
and

ethical perversity of
the ruling stronghold.

UTKALAYANA

A BARE STUMP
Dr. Ratikanta Mishra

A few yards away

from my invisible terrain of
benign arrogance

and

innocent helplessness
lies an old, dejected pond
with lilies, lotuses and
hyacinths all around

and the

skeletal remains of

a bare stump

at the center

looking downwards

in a state of

meditative silence

and

introspective bliss.

To a tree

with rich foliage

on the southernmost tip of the pond
the bare stump

seems to say,

“You live once to die,

| die hundred times to live,

You seek salvation

| solicit suffering.”

Dr. Ratikanta Mishra did his PG in Department of Political
Science (1986-88 batch) from Utkal University. Currently
he is posted at Bolagada Block as Additional Block
Development Officer. His Cell No. is 9337561434,
9437321834 and E-mail: ratikantamishra.bpd@gmail.com.
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THE CAMPUS NEVER LEAVES US

Swetapadma Mohapatra

Moments become memories.

From careless girl to responsible women
The transition seems like a blink of an eye.
The echoes of welcome ceremony
to festivals in department
Still brightens my memory corridor
Aimless walk in campus
Endless conversation over cup of tea
The dreams shared in open sky
Have now become a distant memory.

Amidst the responsibility and duties
| yearn my heart etch for bygone days.

In the rat race of life,

| remember the silent walls

Of library where we shared
our examination fear,

Career tension and our unfiltered feelings.
With our lifelong friends.

The campus shaped our dreams
Gave direction to our wandering thoughts
Transformed our personalities.

Our memories still loiter
in the corridor of the campus.

Swetapadma Mohapatra is an alumna of PG Department of English,
Vani Vihar belonging to 1999-2001 batch. Currently working as PGT
at Carmel English Medium school, Badatota, Jatni khordha.Her
hobbies include listening to music, creative writing and gardening.
She can be reached @swetapadmamohapatral79@gmail.com,
Mob.: 9937375413
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Education policies and policy framers across
the globe have always emphasized the
importance of alumni involvement in the
growth of a university. The relationship
between a University and its Alumni is
inherently organic/symbiotic in nature. As the
University grows in stature, the Alumni do get
some of the shine, An university that has a
large number of Alumni who have
distinguished themselves gains in prestige.
They are unique stakeholders as embodiment
of the cultural history of the institution and
most importantly, reflect the measurable
success or failure of their Alma Mater. If one
looks at some of the greatest universities
across the globe, a distinguished set of alumni
remain the common denominator. Therefore,
all these universities take care to actively
cultivate and involve the Alumni in their
Institutional Development Plan in an effective,
efficient and impactful manner.

The strong emotional link that the former
students feel for their Alma Mater makes this
integration much easier. A spectrum of Alumni
with their rich experience, diverse perspectives,
valued wisdom, updated professional skills,
access to varied material resources have the
wherewithal to contribute positively to the
University. In return, the alma mater provides
access to the world of knowledge, research
and innovation; helps them in networking, gives
them a sense of prestige and most importantly
strengthens that emotional link resulting in
mental satisfaction. For a successful and
mature alumni relationship, this multilevel give
and take must be meticulously understood and
implemented.

UTKAL AND ITS ALUMNI :
IN SEARCH FOR SYNERGY

Asoka Kumar Das

If we look at alumni - university interaction both
nationally and internationally, two major models
of Alumni engagement are in practice. The
conventional/traditional model works through
having an independent alumni association with
paying members. They plan and implement
their student enrichment activities
independently with consultation and support
from the university. While the conventional
model could bring in new and innovative
activities benefiting the university, the
involvement is limited to few members of the
association and close synergy with the
universities development plan may not
happen.The integrated model on the other
hand, forces the university to create an alumni
relation office that enrolls most graduates with
a membership and takes a proactive role in
identifying definite programs for alumni vis a
vis the university. This perhaps ensures greater
effectiveness in participation and more
structured interaction but could lose
innovativeness. This model also has the
advantage of availability of a good database
of alumni and their progress through life.

While there exists a general unanimity
regarding nurturing and harnessing alumni for
enriching the overall development of a
university, the practical realities of
implementation are different. In this context, it
may be useful to examine the complexities of
university - alumni relationship at Utkal and
ruminate on pathways to make it more
encompassing and effective. Utkal is
undeniably a university with a rich and glorious
history as well as a legacy of alumni who have
distinguished themselves in myriads of ways.
Among its contemporaries, Utkal is known as
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UTKALAYANA

a university of great substance with enormous
potential for knowledge creation, dissemination
and preparing students for a noteworthy
livelihood. As a state public university, with
minimal fee structure, It caters to poor
meritorious students and has been
transforming their lives in to fulfil their life
ambitions. However, with the advent of private
universities and the scanty availability of
financial resources for developing a world class
research-innovation-skill dominated learning
infrastructure, Utkal, the Premier University of
Odisha needs to reinvent its Institution
Development Protocol to re-establish its
primacy. The ever increasing pool of Alumni
must therefore be nurtured and harnessed to
the advantage of students. In fact, NEP-2020
emphatically asserts that alumni are to be
treated as a vital support system for Higher
Education Institutions (HEI) emphasizing active
engagement in areas like branding, global
reach (internationalization), resource
mobilization, career counseling, emerging
skilling pathways and mentorship, financial
resource mobilization etc. However, in practice,
alumni have been pushing their suggestions
with limited success with the university. The
financial donation (endowment funding) aspect
has little more success than others in the list.
Of course, the use of publicly acclaimed
alumnus for branding naturally finds its place.
Otherwise, the interaction becomes limited to
annual meeting cum dinner (or Lunch),
Campus Cleaning, getting invited to foundation
day/annual function and of course, invitation
to NAAC Peer team interactions. | have often
seen my alumni brothers feeling frustrated and
dispirited.

At the turn of the new millennia, the world
changed in to a technology dominated and
globalized economic arena. The livelihood
generation pattern of our graduates
necessitated new professional skilling to be
part of the training. There was a renewed
emphasis on universities to train students to
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be entrepreneurs, job creators, innovators with
global outreach. Research and innovation in
academia occupied the pride of place.
Sustainability in all walks of life became
necessary. Inthis scenario, Mentoring the Gen
Z and Gen Alpha to develop correct livelihood
perspective and career planning need external
input beyond faculty resources. Fortunately,
all of these gap areas can be addressed with
proper coordination with the Alumni.

Utkal fortunately has a large body of
distinguished alumni who could be approached
to teach, to conduct skill training in future skills,
career counselling, Mentorship, innovation and
research as well as perspective building with
students. One can actually name any
profession and you will find a Utkal University
alumni in a distinguished position. Most of
them will be willing if approached. To give an
example of the spread and depth of Utkal
Alumni, | recall the alumni interaction meet of
2016 NAAC Peer Team Visit, and the stunned
expression on the faces of the Peer team
members after the meet. The Member
Secretary of the committee later commented
that in her vast experience as a peer team
member, this was perhaps the most
distinguished and diverse alumni congregation
for a university. There were a score of Former
Vice Chancellors, Few Chief Secretaries, ex
Civil servants, Bankers, Scientists, Engineers,
Doctors, Exponents of art and music, Writers,
Academicians, Sports persons, Business
magnets and so many others from different
fields that was difficult to keep count of.. She
said and | quote, “ their cumulative love for this
university was so evident in the way they talked
about the university”. This, in fact, is the
inherent strength of Utkal. A large number of
Alumni who are placed outside in India and
abroad have also expressed their desire to
contribute. Sadly, the university has so far
failed to utilize its positional advantage. As
various facets of NEP 2020 unfold with
sweeping reforms to be implemented in our
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UTKALAYANA

higher education system, bringing the alumni
in active synergy to participate would perhaps
be one of the most progressive, uncontroversial
and essential steps.

The alumni relation model of Utkal has
historically been traditional and multi-
fragmented. The closest networked group are
the departmental alumni who interact with good
regularity and contribute both intellectually and
materially to their respective departments.
There also exist a batchwise organized alumni
that interact fairly regularly amongst
themselves and often interact with university
authorities suggesting ideas for betterment.
One of the very good examples of such nature
is the Vanivihar Batch of 1992 (VOSS -92) who
have been regular contributors to the university.
The Alumni Association Utkal University
(AAUU) that today represents the alumni in
entirety, came in to existence during the
Platinum Jubilee celebrations. It cuts across
departments and batches through the years.
The university on its part has provided an office
space for the AAUU and helps to implement
its programs like student competitions, cleaning
and greening of the campus, observation of
important days as well as meet the Alumni
program for students. Sometimes its members
are invited to speak to the students on various
issues. lts major liaison on the university side
is through alumni liaison cell. While, Alumni
driven student engagement has taken a turn
for the better during recent years, it is mainly
due to the efforts of AAUU and other sectoral
Alumni. University authorities though helpful,
still lack a long term perspective plan with
allocation of financial resources for efficient and
effective alumni engagement.

Be that as may be, we almost try to evolve a
progressive way forward for the Alma Mater.
The past experiences and the implications of
NEP 2020 implementation clearly point towards
necessity of adopting a hybrid model of alumni
engagement where university alumni
engagement cell becomes the prime driver in

terms of program design and execution. The
existing university alumni cell must be
expanded with both staff and adequate funding
for specified alumni activities in partnership with
the alumni association. The Alumni enrolment
with a nominal life membership can be
collected at the admission time by the
University. Membership data and the fee can
be shared with the registered association
(AAUU) for expanding and nurturing the life
member data base. It is also suggested that
alumni be a part of university governance
activities that directly impact functionalities
related to student enrichment. Under the
current governance structure of Utkal, this can
probably happen through formation of an IQAC
advisory committee that works with the
university on student enrichment, skill training,
career counselling, entrepreneurship
development, sustainability initiatives,
mentorship, finding internship through alumni
network and support other so called extra
curricular activities that will get integrated in to
the credit earning process. Clubbing with IQAC
will keep the activities in line with University
Development Plan (UDP). University will need
to provide a specific Budgetary provision and
the alumni association could work through
Individual contribution and/or program based
crowd funding. The idea is to effectively and
efficiently utilize the cumulative knowledge,
skill, wisdom and wide ranging contacts of one
of the state’s best pool of minds.

One can always ask, why should the alumni
work with the institution. The obvious answer
lied in the fact that alumni are the true family
of an academic institution. It can lose every
other stakeholder with the passage of time:
students, faculty, staff or the society around
but it can never lose an alumni. In fact, they
are connected through emotional linkages that
is simply umbilical. Their willingness to work
for the university is a given.

The world today has not only changed but
continues to change at a very rapid pace. The
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generational change in technologies, oflindia’s population. Itis here that Universities

T

undulating socio economic landscape, advent
of quantum computation with massive data
management capabilities, advanced Al
utilization across every aspect of life plus the
task of sustainability integration are together
changing the requirements of Higher Education
both in structure and configuration with respect
to the emerging job market. These are issues
that face our young generation (Gen Z, Gen
Alpha and beyond) that counts for nearly 50%

will play a defining role in nation building. |
believe, that an alumni of the magnitude and
quality that Utkal has can definitely make a
difference here. The key words are synergy,
mutual respect, concern for our young
generations and finally love for Utkal. Let us
find that elusive synergy to make our Alma
Mater regain its rightful place.

Bande Utkal Janani
asokadas@gmail.com

The Author, a student of the Physics Department of Utkal
University ( 71-73 Batch), is fortunate enough to lead his Alma
Mater as the Vice Chancellor during 2014 - 2017. He also served
as the first Vice Chairman of Odisha State Higher Education
Council. Dr. Das is the first Hon. Secretary of Alumni
Association U.U. and currently its Advisor.
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UTKALAYANA

Odisha, the ancient kingdom of Kalinga
situated in the Northeastern extremity of Indian
peninsula, cocooned between the Eastern
Ghats on the west and Bay of Bengal in the
East, is a fascinating state where one can see
some wonders of Indian culture and national
heritage. There are serene beaches along a
stretch of around 500kms of coastline, dense
forests, mountains hot sulphur springs,
underground mineral resources, unique natural
Z00, tiger reserves, the brackish chilika lake,
which is a bird watchers paradise. Odisha is a
soil of many more wonders to enjoy. It is the
Land of Lord “Vishnu”... Jagannath in Kaliyug,
the God of Universe at Puri Dham, also it is
famous for shiva temple at Bhubaneswar, Lord
Lingaraj and Shakti Peeth at Taratarini.

Its immense wealth was plundered by many
invaders during past, in 261 BC it was invaded
by the Mauryan ruler Emperor Ashoka. The
battle of Kalinga was fought near Dhauli, 4km
away from temple city Bhubaneswar. The river
“‘Daya” and “Dhauli Hill” are both the glaring
eye witnesses of the devastating battle which
finally turned the emperor from “Chandashoka”
to “Dharmashoka”. The ancient & sons of the
Soil “Sadhabas” had direct business link
through sea route with JAVA, Sumatra and
Bali. The Golden triangle in Coastal belt is very
famous for connecting three temple cities of
odisha i.e. Puri, Konark and Bhubaneswar. It
is the pride of Odisha and we can say it is the
Golden Treasure of the state.

The state capital is functioning at
Bhubaneswar which is situated on the main
Kolkata - Chennairail link and N.H. 16 enroute
from Kolkata - Chennai. It is easily accessible

INCREDIBLE ODISHA

Rama Sankar Patnaik

to tourists by air from Delhi, Kolkata, Chennai,
Mumbai, Bangalore and other cities of the
country through Biju Patnaik International Air
Port situated in the heart of the city,
Bhubaneswar.

The famous “Lingaraj” Shiva temple is the
greatest attraction of the city. Besides, Kedar
Gouri, Mukteswar and Rajarani temple are the
worth visiting shrines in the city. ‘Dhauli’ the
famous “Budha” temple and its monument are
worth seeing. The peace Pagoda at Dhauli was
built during 1970 to commemorate the Emperor
Ashoka’s Conversion to Budhism. In 15km
radius of temple city Bhubaneswar at
Heerapur, there is “Chausathi Yogini” temple
which is a famous tourist site.

Konark, the ‘Sun Temple’ was built during 13th
century by Languda Narasingha Deva
designed like a chariot of the “Sun” god. It is
only 60kms away from Air Port and close to
Bay of Bengal. The art and culture and stone
carving works are very magnificent and depicts
the artistic pictorial panorama of the wheels,
chariots may be compared with the Seven
Wonders of the World. The invader ‘Kala
Pahada’ had destroyed the Main Mukhasala
of the temple and ancient monuments reminds
the past culture of Odisha. Presently, the light
and sound show is being performed at the
temple premises to commemorate the past,
Odisha Government organizes ‘Konark
Mahostav’ every year during December and
renowned artists of the country participate in
the event.

When the sun sets in the western horizon, the
stars twinkle in the sky, the open air auditorium
against the backdrop of the floodlit temple
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reverberates with the beats of ‘Raga’ and ‘Tala’
by the artists. This classical extravaganza
during the Konark festival is a journey of
external ecstasy.

Puri is a divine destination known as ‘Shri
Jagannath Dham’ to the world of civilization. It
is famous for Lord Jagannath where the
universal Lord gives a Public darshan to all
devotees in “Nandighosh Rath” once in a year
on car festival day mostly during the month of
June/July. Puri beach is very famous for its
golden sands and throughout the year there is
continuous flow of Indian and International
tourists to the sacred land.

Lord Jagannath Temple was built by king
Anangbhim Dev and completed during 12th
century. Puri is called “Purusottam Dham” and
“Martiya Vaikuntha”, the Home of “Vishnu” on
earth. The vision of the temple in India evokes
among Hindus feelings of reverence, sanctity
and spirituality as it symbolizes an abode of
God and a place of Worship. The 214 feet high
temple is designed like a medieval fortress and
its entire complex encompasses an area of over
ten acre of land surrounded by strong walls
called “Meghanada Prachir”. It is having four
gates entrance and exit for the devotees. The
main entry gate is called “Lions Gate”.

The daily offerings and rituals starts from
morning 5AM- 6AM and throughout the day up
to late night the regular rituals continue. The
cooked Bhoga here called “Mahaprasad” and
the cooking technique is uncommon and not
found elsewhere. Daily thousands of devotes
take Mahaprasad in Anand Bazar inside the
temple complex.

Chilika lake — the largest brackish water lake
situated in south west of Puri is enriched by
hills. It's water spreads around 1100 sq. kms.
From Bhusandpur to Rambha on the Coastal
belt and is connected to Bay of Bengal through
a narrow inlet near satapada. This serene lake
is famous for congregation of trans-Saiberian
migrated birds specially during winter season

every year. ‘Nalaban’ is a famous spot for the
birds to reside during winter season. Besides,
one can enjoy the birds at ‘Manglajodi’ around
70km from Bhubaneswar. There is a beautiful
Bunglow called ‘Rajhans’ located in an island
at the shore of Bay of Bengal and feet of Chilika
lake. The motor boat journey

from satapada is very charming and it takes
about 30 minutes to reach. The cool moonlit
night, the roaring sound of the sea, the
colloquial song of the fishermen plying in
country boat is really a scene to be cherished.
The Kalijai temple on the hill top is a famous
shrine for Hindu devotees. One can travel by
motor boat and journey time takes about 45
minutes from Barkul.

Afamous small patch of island in chilika called
“Kanchan Sikhari” stands as a sacred symbol
of faith and perservance a place where lord
Jagannath & Siblings took shelter during the
invasion in 1731 by the Mogul General Taqui
Khan. The green panoramic ambience of the
place attracts the tourists and they reach the
place by motor boat which is about 3km from
Nairi village ghat, in Khorda District. Lord
Jagannath is being worshipped here at present
by the village committee of Nairi village.

“‘Nandan Kanan” zoo is located around 20 km
distance from Bhubaneswar city in chandaka
forest zone. The botanical garden, rope way,
boating in lake, Toy train, Tiger and Lions safari
are all added attraction to the place.

“Simlipal” Tiger Reserve at Mayurbhanj District
and the Crocodile reserve at Bhitarakanika in
Kendrapada District around 180 km from
Bhubaneswar are the worth seeing natural
traits in Odisha. Tourists prefer to visit those
places during winter season. Hot sulphur water
springs at “Taptapani” near Brahmapur and
“Atri” near Khorda are very famous places on
the tourist map of Odisha.

Besides, Chandipur in Baleshwar District
where the break water of Bay of Bengal
touches the shore approximately 3km from sea
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is very attractive and significant especially in
the moonlit night for the nature loving visitors.

The famous shaiva place of Panchalingeswar
close to Baleshwar, Tarini temple near
Kendujhar, Biraja temple in Jajpur Town,
Bhadrakali at Bhadrak, Chandi temple at
Kataka, Mangala temple at Kakatpur, Samalei
temple at Sambalpur, Bhagabati temple at
Banapur are some of the important Devi
peethas in Odisha.

Raghurajpur Sasan enroute from
Bhubaneswar-Puriis an artisan village famous
for “Pattachitra” and is a living museum itself.
Every house has a painter and the age-old
traditional paintings on silk, canvas or tassers
are available here. The ambience of the village
which is now a heritage craft village of odisha
is also heart touching. Pipili appliqué, stone
carving craftsmanship of odisha artists have
got international recognition for their flawless
marvelous work.

Kataka the ancient Capital of Odisha is famous
as a most commercially affluent city situated
in a triangular location of river Mahanadi &
Kathajodi. The old dilapidated Barabati fort is
the famous historic monument of the ancient
culture of Odisha. Silver filigree work of Kataka
is very popular where the technique of the
artists are depicted through their genius.

The world famous “Oddisi” classical dance
originated in this soil at Puri as the temple
dance of Devdasis, inspired by “Jaydev’s” “Gita
Govind”. The land is famous for its Sambalpuri
sarees, Brahmapuri silk Sarees, Nuapatana
Patta Sarees, handloom Sarees, Odisha’s
handicraft painting on wood, Palm leaf, brass
works are very attractive item.

The food items in Odisha are very popular
everywhere. Salepur Rasgolla, Bhubaneswar
Korakhai, Kendrapada Rasabali, Bhadrak
Palua Ladu, Baripada Mudhi, Anandpur
Gulabijamu, Nimapara Chhena Jilli, Nayagada
Chhenapoda, Dhenkanal Bara, Banapur Muan
are famous for its taste.

Favorite traditional cooked rice “Pakhal” is a
common food for most of the odia inhabitants
its preparation is unique which is good for
health. Chilika prawn and fishes have got
tremendous demand in outside Odisha. Export
of these seafood’s from Odisha is very much
remarkable.

Besides the places of tourist interest, Jiranga
Budhist Monastery, Lalitgiri, Udayagiri are also
very famous. In Kendujhar dist. Bada Ghagara
& Sana Ghagara waterfall, Athagarh Ansupa
Lake and Gopalapur Tampara Lake are also
worth seeing.

Odisha is full with natural resources i.e. Iron,
Manganese, ferrochrome, coal etc. which adds
sufficient revenue to the state exchequer.
Different corporate Houses have evinced their
interests to start business in odisha have also
started in the state.

Different medicinal plants available in
Gandhamardan Hill and the forest region is no
doubt the blessings of ancient Baidyara]
“Dhanwantari” to the state. Plants root, leaf and
other parts are being tested in the research
laboratory by the research workers and
scholars in different Universities which enable
them to invent “Ayurbedic” medicines for
prevention of different diseases. Because of
Odisha’s rich heritage and ancient unmatched
status it is called pillar of Incredible India, it's
one of the most favorite destination in the

tourist map.

Mr. Rama Sankar Patnaik is an Alumnus of
1972-74 batch of Department of Political
Science, Utkal University. He joined Indian
Customs & Central Excise Department
(now CBIC), and retired from Indian
Revenue Service. He is assosiated with
various social Organisation and engaged
in various social activitie, welfare of Senior
citizens. He is one of the Executive
Committee member of the Utkal University
Alumni Association. His Contact number is
-9777189733.
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| knocked on the door of the Sub Divisional Police
Officer, Raurkela before entering to his office
chamber. He responded from inside, yes come-in
in his typical heavy police voice. Even though
Pramod and | were classmates, friends but we were
meeting after long gap. He was just back from some
investigation of death of a young woman, the
reasons of death shrouded in mystery. So after
exchange of pleasantries, short brief conversation
on family members and their well beings,
immediately we started the reminiscences of the
graduation in college, PG days in Utkal University,
Vanivihar. Everything at a time, so many memories
to share, dwell upon. All the happenings and mis-
happenings too in the campus life. Neo love life to
Campus politics, so called daredevilry of students’
days. The OSRTC bus burning incidence, the
resultant violence in the staff quarters colony, police
investigation and victimization of innocent friends
too. Everything was coming vividly to the memory
like on the screen of cinema. Black Tea was ordered
without sugar in between. | begged excuse. Pramod
ordered snacks.

We continued our gossip without any break and
interruption. How campus politics had brought us
closer. The discussion was more concentrated on
the love story of friends visible and invisible
including our failed attempts to have girlfriends.
Thank God, we have settled in life not marred by
other failures. Now Pramod married happily, having
a happy family life. Nandini, wife of Pramod is from
similarly placed family status, well educated, caring
and loving, blessed with a daughter and a son. The
elder one, daughter Priya doing her Post
Graduation in Medicine in AIIMS, Bhubaneshwar
and son Partha in his final year of B Tech in IIT,
Bhubaneshwar. So, Nandini has stayed back in
Bhubaneshwar to take care of the education of
children. Pramod was staying alone in the Police
Mess. | was on tour to Rourkela, which was a good
coincidence to catch up with friends after years.

THE MYSTERIOUS DEATH

Dr. Santosh Kumar Kamila

The lovestory of Snigdha who was with us in college
and continued in the PG days in Vani Vihar was
most talked about affairs of our days. Snigdha,
daughter of a prominent leader had the
commitment to love unlike many others in the
campus and dared to marry her lover Boy ignoring
the family and social constraints. Those days no
mobile telephones were there like present days, to
connect instantly. But Snigdha will never fail in her
daily talks with Banshidhar, Banshi in short after
dinner time from the hostel telephone. Fixed,
appointed time @10PM Banshi will ring up from
Baleshwar on STD, a privilege and luxury those
days from the residence of a friend, working with
Telecom department enjoying unlimited free calls
facilities as an officer. That facility was availed by
Banshi, his bosom friend to converse with lover in
waiting. Snigdha will be waiting around the hostel
telephone along with some other hostel mates
expecting or waiting for their respective calls. This
love relation culminated in fruitions and ultimate
marriage. Both had meticulously worked out and
waiting for completion of PG final examination.

Once, the examination of Snigdha was over Banshi
arrived from Baleshwar to take Snigdha to Puri to
take the blessings of Lord Jagannatha. They tied
the nuptial knot there in a temple. Snigdha had the
courage to honour the commitment of marriage with
whom she developed love. When the socially
established family parents were waiting for the
daughter to join them after her examination, they
received a telephonic call from daughter that she
has married Banshi and she should not be haunted
or disturbed in her married life by the disgruntled
parents. Her parents were not in support of Snigdha
marrying Banshi. Banshi came from a low
economic background, working as a salesman cum
craftsman of a Watch shop in Motiganj, Baleshwar.
Banshi was very handsome, well built, sober, well-
mannered to win the heart of Snigdha. Banshi was
from the neighbouring village from where the
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parents of Snigdha had shifted to Baleshwar and
settled there. Snigdha had just visited the Watch
Shop, for change of battery as her wristwatch had
stopped working. But, it turned out that, simple
change of battery won'’t solve the problem, which
required further repair and repeated visits by
Snigdha drawing her close towards Banshi, who
had won over her heart, establishing bonding
between them, love for ever. Banshi had failed to
pursue further studies after Intermediate Science.
Snigdha continued her graduation, PG in
Philosophy. But that gap in education or financial
status didn’t deter them from pursuance and
continuation of love culminating in marriage of their
own choice.

But, that was not to be in unfortunate case of another
friend from same department. What Snigdha could
do daringly, that lacked with dream girl of Subash. It
was the early days of second year of PG classes. A
cool winter morning, every one enjoying the pleasant
sunshine, golden sunrays spreading across to beat
the cold in the open ground of Hostel No.1, presently
named after Pandit Gopabandhu Das. All were busy
enjoying the pleasant, sunny environment
Newspaper in hand and debating on many news
reports of the day.

Suddenly there was a loud voice. The dead body
of Subash is lying on the railway track. The East
Coast Railways, railway line passes near the
boundary of the University. Everyone was startled
and started rushing there immediately or following
in streams of grief stricken friends. Police had
arrived, on the job of securing the spot and
collecting suspicious things if any. Preliminary
investigation had shown results of attempted
suicide. There was heavy blow to the left ear, from
back side resulting in damage to brain and pools
of blood around. His chappal was flung across.
Guessing game had started within the crowd,
suicide or murder. But, cold, lifeless body of Subash
was lying there without any clue, remaining mystery.
Some hostel-mate friends had confirmed the body
of Subash, more particularly from his department,
Philosophy. Everyone wondered why a simple,
peace loving, jolly minded boy like him should
commit suicide or for that matter, why someone
should murder him?

Subash was staying in our Hostel No 1. His
roommate Nagendra was absent away in his native

place for couple of days. No clue from the
immediate friend was available. The police
investigation was to bring out the truth in due
course. Agitating students had stopped movement
of the trains, starting picketing on the railway tracks.
Police was in a hurry to disperse the rising crowd
of agitating students. Additional police
reinforcements had arrived. The Superintendent of
Police, Hostel Superintendent Dr. Mishra and
Assistant Superintendent of the hostel had also
arrived. Everyone was trying to pacify the
sentiments of the students. Ultimately the police
was allowed to take over the scene, follow up
action. They agreed to take the body to the hostel
first on demand of the students to assuage their
feelings before taking to Capital hospital for post-
mortem. Many were crying inconsolably. Among
the students were some girls too and some friends
were pointing out to one sobbing girl. Someone
was pointing accusing fingers at her, though
reasons were not very clear. So since then, my
mind was always wondering what is the truth or
reason behind death of dear Subash, or still it will
remain as mystery: a mysterious death.

Pramod, being seasoned police officer was dealing
with so many death cases day and night over his
long career. So | was curious to know his findings at
least after so many years, if he can throw some light
on the death of Subash. That fateful day of February
1980 was always haunting our mind. The scene of
his wailing parents, beating their chest in wrenching
pain, was never to be forgotten. The wailing, feeble
mother losing her only son was becoming
unconscious frequently. Even, the parents didn’t
have the money to carry the body to their native
village near Bhadrak. They had reposed all their faith
and built dreams on the future of the son. He will
take care of the parents after his MA degree bagging
a decent job of teacher or lecturer. But that was not
to happen to fulfil the dreams of parents coming from
agrarian background, dashing all their hopes. | was
feeling rebellious against Subash, though | didn’t
have very good contact with him except of being
the hostel mate, staying in nearby room. | was feeling
like blaming him for not foreseeing the pathetic sight
of grieving parents once he took the horrible decision
to end his valuable life.

Why people become so short sighted in such
situation? What is going to happen in the aftermath

112

s T

*® G oY i, r =
r g e EEN :
(7 TRl |\

A, L)
T

LE



vy
s .

-

.|

-
-
']

B . B

oA

-

Sy
ey

UTKALAYANA

of their life when he leaves parents, relatives,
friends and all others? Forget about being
unsuccessful in love, being revengeful on other,
being afraid of social stigma in a failed relationship.
What is important? Life or escape from challenges
of life? | came to sense when the body was ready
to be taken to Satyanagar crematorium. The
cacophony of “Ram Nam Satya He” from the wailing
friends deserted by Subash leading the huge
procession of stream of students broke my thought
process. | also joined the march for Subash in his
last journey. | too joined the chorus of “Ram Nam
Satya Hey”.

Pramod was also not sure of the reason of apparent
suicide of Subash except the rumours floated of

the immature one sided love. Subash was from the
same village, school and college as that of
Snehalata, the girl someone was pointing fingers
on the fateful day. Their close friendship had given
the impression of love for each other, which was
not in her mind, misread by Subash. So he got a
strong reprimand and threat of complaints to all
the near and dear ones, when Subash tried to
embrace and plant a kiss on the cheeks of her
childhood friend, who had not imagined and
expected Subash to do that. Subash was very
introvert. He had no courage to reveal or discuss
with any close friend before going in to a shell and
leading to this fateful incident. | go on wondering
on this mysterious death and mystery of life and if
Philosophy can enlighten me.

Dr. Santosh Kumar Kamila completed his PG in History from Utkal University
(1979-81 batch). After serving in AG Office, Indian Bank and NABARD he joined
Indian Postal Service and retired in April 2021 as Member, Postal Services Board,
New Delhi. He was instrumental in release of Commemorative Postage Stamp
on Utkal University during Diamond Jubilee of our Almamater in his capacity
as Chief Postmaster General, Odisha. He completed his MPhil from Panjab
University and PhD in Business Administration from Utkal University. He is
actively associated with functioning of Alumni Association, Utkal University
as EC Member. He can be contacted through Email santoshkamila@yahoo.co.uk
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Letter writing has played a significant part in human
history throughout the centuries, from ancient India
and Egypt through to Rome, Greece and China,
up until the present day. While it may be much
easier now to communicate through a text message
or social media, letters have played a significant
role in society and can provide us with a unique
window into the past. The ancient historian
Hellanicus credited Queen Atossa of Persia for
inventing letter writing in 500 BC, when she was
about 50 years old. A prolific letter writer, Charles
Darwin’s correspondence has been well-
documented and over 15,000 known letters that
he either wrote or received have been archived.

Need for letter writing:

In an era without digital alternatives, a letter was
not merely a message - it was a physical artifact. It
represented an investment of time, effort, and
intention. Awriter had to locate materials, compose
thoughts carefully, and seal the letter for transit.
Unlike the fleeting nature of a text message, a letter
was a considered act. A handwritten letter also
carried unmistakably human traces - the pressure
of the pen, the style of the script, corrections and
crossings-out. These physical qualities made letters
deeply intimate. The receiver could tell whether the
sender was agitated or calm, rushed or deliberate,
simply by looking at the page. No font or emoji can
replicate that. The telegraph, telephone, and
eventually the internet each diminished the practical
necessity of the physical letter. However, there is
also something irreplaceable about the physical
letter that digital formats have not managed to fully
replicate. Research shows that holding a letter or
turning physical pages - improves comprehension,
emotional retention, and imaginative
engagement. Thatis why, even in the era of instant
messaging, receiving a handwritten letter carries a
weight that an email simply does not. The letter, as
a form, taught humanity to think before it

POSTCROSSING- CONNECTING
PEOPLE THROUGH POSTCARDS

Pradeepta Kumar Bisoi

communicated - to be precise, thoughtful, and
thorough, because there was no opportunity to
quickly follow up or clarify. The postman who carried
those letters was not merely a delivery worker; he
was a link in the chain of human civilization.

Realising the above, Postcrossing was started by
Mr. Paulo Megalhaes of Portugal who loved to
receive mail and postcards in particular from
anywhere in the globe. Paulo created the
Postcrossing website with the assistance of Ana
Campos. Finally Postcrossing started from July
14th, 2005. Postcrossing is an activity that allows
people to receive postcards from all over the world
for free. If you send a postcard, you will receive
one postcard back from a random postcrosser
somewhere in the world. The main goal of the
activity is to connect people across the world
through postcards, independent of their location,
age, gender, race or beliefs. The Postcrosser will
also be able to know the culture, history, flora and
fauna of the different countries first hand through
the post cards. One can also have a very good
collection of postage stamps from all over the world.

Brief history of the activity:

Postcrossing has grown steadily thereafter and
more than 87 million Postcards have been
exchanged till date. The activity has more than
8,05,700 registered members in 207 countries of
the world. However, there are only 9000 registered
members in India whereas both Russia and Taiwan
have more than 1,00,000 members. Some of these
Postcrossers have sent more than 30000 Post
Cards during the last 20 years. On an average 1050
postcards are being exchanged every hour through
this activity. Many schools / colleges around the
world have already adopted this activity as a part
of their academic curriculum. Many countries have
recognized this activity officially and actively
promoting it. Many countries viz. USA, Russia,
Netherlands, Finland, Indonesia, Moldova,
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Switzerland, Hungary, Brazil etc. have already
brought out a stamp on ‘Postcrossing’.

How to register for this activity?

It is very simple. Membership is free and anyone
with an address can create an account. We have
to register our name and address through the
website www.postcrossing.com. We can also
upload our profile giving details of who we are, our
interest and the type of postcards we would like to
receive. After registration we have to follow below
mentioned steps.

1. Request an address from the website.

2. Write a Postcard after affixing requisite value of
postage stamps for the concerned country and
noting the Registration ID generated.

3. Upload the picture of the Postcard to the
concerned ID and then Mail the Picture Postcard
to the address.

4. Once your post card is received by the addressee
he will register the same in the Postcrossing
Website.

5. You are now eligible to receive a Post Card from
a random Postcrosser.

6. Wait to receive a postcard and register the
postcard when received in the system.

In a world where digital communication reigns
supreme, the art of letter writing stands as a
timeless testament to the enduring power of human
connection. By rediscovering the joy of handwritten
correspondence, we not only enrich our
relationships but also nurture our own souls, finding
solace and meaning in the simple act of putting
pen to paper. So let's embrace this cherished
tradition with open arms, and may our letters
continue to bridge the gaps between hearts and
bring joy to both sender and recipient alike.

Shri Pradeepta Kumar Bisoi completed his Masters in
Geology from Utkal University (1980-82 batch). After serving
in AG Office and NABARD he joined Indian Postal Service in
1985 and retired in April 2021 as Secretary, Department of
Posts, Government of India and Chairman, Postal Services
Board, New Delhi. He is actively associated with functioning
of Alumni Association, Utkal University as EC Member.
Stationed in Bhubaneshwar he can be contacted through
Email at pradiptabisoi@hotmail.com.
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What does it mean by being truly literate? The
landscape of literacy and competence has been
shifting over the years. True literacy is no longer
the ability to read and write alone. It has evolved
into a vast spectrum of competencies required to
effectively navigate the modern world. Apart from
the traditional foundational literacy, a person needs
to have awareness of an array of activities which
impact his life and absence of this awareness can
have far reaching consequences for the individual.
Although each field that a person deals with in his
life calls for some level of literacy, we shall in the
following paragraphs confine ourselves to a few
important areas in which a person, irrespective of
age, gender, qualifications and socioeconomic
background, needs to have basic awareness to be
able to properly function in an increasingly complex
world.

Financial Literacy

At a broad level this refers to the capability to
manage one’s personal wealth, incomes and
expenses through informed budgeting, investment
and debt management, and covers areas such as
saving, investment, and risk management. Primarily
this involves basic knowledge of banking, capital
market/ mutual funds, and insurance, depending
on one’s needs. Of course, the level of financial
literacy varies with a person’s economic profile,
starting with basic literacy for persons with small
and irregular income streams, to higher level
financial knowledge for somebody dealing with
sophisticated banking and capital market
instruments. Even today we regularly see the
outcome of a lack of financial awareness in people,
who are taken for a ride by unscrupulous persons
offering questionable investment avenues and
misselling financial products.

The providers of financial services, such as banks,
insurance companies, mutual funds, as also the
financial sector regulators (RBI, IRDAI, SEBI)
regularly provide information on various products

THE MANY SHADES OF LITERACY

Ramanath Dash

and services in these segments, and try to educate
the users and prospective users about the dos and
don’ts, and risks associated with these products
and services. They approach the customers
through various electronic and print media, through
use of pamphlets/ booklets, and holding awareness
programmes where they can directly interact with
them. The efforts of these organizations are
supplemented by Non-Government Organizations
which are active in this domain.

Digital Literacy

We live in a world where digital technology impacts
every aspect of our life. This calls for some basic
operational and conceptual competence to use
hardware and software effectively. At the base level,
it may involve fundamentals of computer
awareness and mobile phone use, and given the
role that smart phones are playing in our lives, this
is by no means a simple task. Even a child today
learns to use a smartphone before he can learn to
speak properly. At an advanced level, awareness
would involve hardware interfaces, digital networks,
data privacy, online communication tools, cloud
environment, and artificial intelligence, and may
also include data literacy, involving interpretation
and analysis of data and identifying online
misinformation. Proper use of the gadgets, and
awareness of the consequence of misuse are
absolutely necessary. Irrespective of the level of
use of digital services, cyber security has become
one of the most important requirements and a
person using internet in some way must learn the
basics of digital hygiene.

Digital literacy is provided mostly by various
agencies of the Central and State Governments,
as also by NGOs and corporate entities active in
this sector. Digital financial literacy stands at the
intersection of digital literacy and financial literacy
and it combines basic financial knowledge with
digital skills to help one navigate banking,
investments, and payment systems securely. In an
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age which is increasingly adopting digital banking
and digital payments, a person using any digital
financial service, whether it is a mobile banking
app, or an electronic payment system, must be
familiar with the fundamentals of the application
and the process so that he can avoid the risk of
improper use resulting in incurring loss or falling
prey to cybercrime.

As in the case of financial literacy, the financial
service providers and their regulators keep using
various media and organising programmes to
spread digital financial literacy, which is again
supplemented by NGOs active in this field.

Medical Literacy

When someone falls ill and is hospitalised, the
persons accompanying him often run from pillar to
post to complete the formalities, and to
comprehend the intricacies of the system. At the
same time, taking care of one’s health is becoming
increasingly more difficult with the present profile
of the food economy and the stress of everyday
living. It is thus important for the common person
to have some awareness of our healthcare
systems, and the related aspects of
comprehending medical terminology, interpreting
diagnostic data and understanding insurance
policies. In the absence of proper awareness, in
case of urgency, people tend to believe whatever
is told to them in respect of health care and lifestyle
choices.

There are initiatives by the government with support
from NGOs, academic institutions, and healthcare
service providers to provide medical and health
related literacy to the general public.

Legal Literacy

Sometimes called public legal education, this
denotes the capacity to understand, interpret, and
effectively navigate basic legal frameworks, various
statutory obligations, civic responsibilities, and
consumer rights. A person must have some
knowledge of the dispute resolution process, how
the courts and the investigative agencies function,
and the legal mechanism to protect one’s assets
and employment. Laws have been enacted to
protect the weak and the marginalized groups in
the society. Ignorance of the law is not accepted in
courts, and given the plethora of laws that one has
to deal with in every aspect of one’s life, both
personal and professional, basic knowledge of the
major laws applicable to various activities is
essential. Apart from this, there is also a need to
simplify the legal jargon and make it understandable
to the general public.

The National Legal Services Authority, together with
the Legal Services Authorities at the state and
district levels have taken several initiatives to
spread legal awareness among the common
people, especially the under-privileged and provide
legal aid to the poor.

In a vast country like ours, with a significant part of
population not fully literate even in the traditional
sense, the gap between demand and supply of
information creating awareness among the public
is huge, and requires persistent collaborative
efforts. Moreover, literacy is not a onetime event or
achievement. It requires periodic updating keeping
in view the changes occurring in the environment,
and calls for lifelong commitment on the part of the
individual to continue learning, and on the part of
the Government as also the providers of various
services to remain continuously engaged with the
people.

Mob.: 9010440048

Mr. Ramanath Dash is an Alumnus of 1976-78 batch of
Department of Physics, Utkal University. He retired from Reserve
Bank of India as Regional Director for Andhra Pradesh and
Telengana. His Contact no. is 9010440048



f‘ﬁﬂ& !J"B f’r'ﬁﬁ”

UTKALAYANA

The Quarrel Begins:

In the temple lore of Puri, there is a tender tale
of disagreement between Jagannath and
Goddess Laxmi. Jagannath, the Lord of the
Universe, often spends time with his devotees,
leaving the sanctum to join the Rath Yatra.
Laxmi, the goddess of prosperity and his
eternal consort, feels neglected when
Jagannath prioritizes the world outside over
her companionship. This “quell” is not born of
anger but of longing - Laxmi’s desire for
intimacy, Jagannath’s duty to humanity. Their
love is tested by distance.

Laxmi’s Withdrawal:

Legends describe how Laxmi, hurt by
Jagannath’s absence, withdraws from the
temple. Without her presence, prosperity fades
- food becomes scarce, rituals lose their
abundance, and the temple atmosphere grows
somber. This withdrawal symbolizes the
balance of dharma: even the Lord cannot
ignore his consort, for she embodies
nourishment and grace.The quarrel becomes
a cosmic reminder- love must be nurtured, not
taken for granted.

Jagannath’s Realization:

Jagannath, though the supreme deity, feels the
emptiness of Laxmi’s absence. The temple
rituals falter, devotees sense the void, and the
Lord himself grows restless. He realizes that
his bond with Laxmi is not secondary to his
bond with humanity - it is foundational. Without
her, his presence loses warmth.This realization
deepens his love: Jagannath understands that
devotion to the world must coexist with
devotion to his consort.

THE QUELL BETWEEN JAGANNATH AND

LAXMI, AND HOW THEIR LOVE DEEPENS
Col. Pratap Nayak

The Reunion:

Moved by longing, Jagannath seeks
reconciliation. He approaches Laxmi with
humility, acknowledging her importance. The
reunion is celebrated in temple traditions as
Laxmi Narayan Milan, where the goddess
returns, bringing prosperity back to the
sanctum. Their love, tested by separation,
becomes stronger. The quarrel transforms into
a deeper intimacy - Jagannath learns to
balance his cosmic duties with his personal
bond.This reunion is not just divine romance;
it is a lesson in relationships: absence can
intensify love, and reconciliation can renew it.

Love Beyond Quarrel:

The quell between Jagannath and Laxmi is not
a rupture but a rhythm - a cycle of distance
and closeness, longing and reunion. Their love
deepens because it embraces imperfection:
even gods quarrel, even goddesses feel
neglected. Yet, through understanding and
humility, love becomes eternal.

For devotees, this story is a metaphor:
prosperity (Laxmi) and devotion (Jagannath)
must walk together. One without the other
leaves life incomplete. Thus, their quarrel is
celebrated, not hidden - for it reveals that love,
divine or human, grows strongest when tested.
This tale of Jagannath and Laxmi is both myth
and mirror - showing us that quarrels are not
the end of love but the soil where deeper bonds
take shape.

Col. Pratap Nayak is an Alumnus of 1986-
88 batch of Department of Political Science,
Utkal University.He was the President of
Utkal University Students’ Union.
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| enjoy sipping my morning tea while sitting in
the balcony. We live on the fourth floor of a
bank colony in Mumbai, where | was transferred
a few months ago. As | sip my tea, | look out at
the trees, the birds, and the towering buildings
beyond. Crows, mynas, bulbuls and large kites
soar across the sky. Often | see these birds
carrying twigs from one tree to another to build
their nests.

One day | noticed two kites perched on the
branch of a large tree directly opposite our
balcony, each carrying a twig. | told my wife, "I
think they're going to build their nest on this
tree." And that's exactly what happened. Since
then, watching them build their nest has
become a part of my morning routine, especially
on holidays.

Initially, the two birds were suspicious of me.
Whenever | stood in the balcony watching them,
they would screech loudly and sometimes even
swoop towards me. After a few days, they
seemed to realize that | meant them no harm.
They would simply glance at me and go about
their work. Most of us have seen birds' nests,
but | had never before watched one being built
so carefully and beautifully.

After completing her studies, my daughter
came to stay with us for a few weeks before
joining her first job. She wanted to spend as
much time with us as she could. Soon she too
became fascinated by the birds. Every evening
when | returned from work, she would update
me about everything that had happened at the
nest.

The pair first arranged the twigs according to
size. Day after day, they brought more twigs
and patiently built the nest. They even seemed

WINGS
Satyabrata Mohapatra

to argue over where each twig should go. One
day | saw one bird placing a twig while the other
immediately shifted it elsewhere. | couldn't help
smiling. | assumed the first was the male and
the second the female. After all, isn't that
exactly how husbands and wives sometimes
disagree over where things should be placed
inside a home?

What amazed me even more was how they
tested the strength of the nest. They hopped
repeatedly over it to make sure it was sturdy.
They even added large leaves and small
stones to reinforce it. Soon afterwards, the
female settled into the nest while the male
regularly brought food. They fed on mice and
other small creatures.

One evening, as soon as | returned home, my
daughter excitedly announced that the female
had laid an egg. Over the next few days we
observed that there was only one egg in the
nest, which the mother carefully incubated. |
wondered if this species laid only a single egg.
The female rarely left the nest, while the male
not only brought her food but also perched on
a nearby branch, keeping watch. Though kites
are fierce birds themselves, perhaps they too
fear that snakes or crows might steal their
precious egg.

My daughter and |, and occasionally my wife,
kept a close watch on the nest. By then the
birds had accepted our presence and no longer
tried to scare us away. A few days later, my
daughter informed me that the chick had finally
hatched. Around the same time, she too was
preparing to leave for Hyderabad to begin her
new job.
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Every morning, my cup of tea was accompanied
by the delightful sight of the mother and her
tiny chick. The mother spread her wings
protectively over the little one. Gradually the
chick began to grow. The father visited less
frequently, perhaps coming and going while we
were away. We weren't always able to see him.

The chick grew a little bigger but still looked
weak. It mostly remained crouched inside the
nest, sometimes appearing almost lifeless. The
mother tirelessly brought food from nearby and
gently placed it into the chick's open beak. The
little one would chirp eagerly and swallow every
morsel.

Meanwhile, the day of my daughter's departure
for Hyderabad drew closer. Every day my wife
prepared her favourite dishes. Though our
daughter had spent years in hostels during her
studies, beginning a career meant entering an
entirely new phase of life. Mother and daughter
spent their days cooking together, chatting
endlessly, and going out shopping.

After nearly five or six weeks, the chick finally
began trying to stand. Whenever its mother
brought food, it stretched its beak wide open.
Slowly feathers began to appear on its wings.
Day by day it started resembling its mother- a
smaller version of her. Whenever it noticed us
watching, it would quietly crouch down inside
the nest.

Then my daughter left for Hyderabad to join
her job. Around the same time, | had to travel
outside Mumbai on official work. When |
returned a few days later and looked at the
nest one morning, | found the young bird sitting
confidently on a nearby branch. lts mother still

came occasionally before flying away again.
The youngster now spent more time outside
the nest than inside it. Sometimes, on seeing
me, it would chirp loudly.

The first month was not easy for my daughter.
She had to stay in different places because
finding a suitable rented house in a large city
was difficult. We requested several people to
help us find accommodation, but nothing
worked out. Naturally, we were anxious. Finally,
through her own efforts, she found a good place
to live. We felt greatly relieved.

For the past few days, | had noticed that the
nest stood empty. Somehow it left a strange
emptiness within me. The phrase "empty nest
syndrome" suddenly came alive before my
eyes.

Today is Sunday. This morning | saw the young
kite fly back and perch in its old, deserted nest.
| stood in the balcony watching it. It looked back
at me for a few moments and then let out a
soft, gentle cry before flying away again.

| felt that perhaps it had returned to its
birthplace, simply to relive a few precious
memories. It may now live somewhere else,
yet every now and then it comes back to sit in
the nest where its life began.

My daughter has said she will come home after
two months. For three short days, she will once
again fill our home with laughter, conversations,
and life. Then she will spread her wings and
return to her own sky.

Perhaps this is the destiny of every child - to
leave the nest and fly far away. And perhaps
the destiny of every parent is to remain behind,
quietly looking at the empty nest.

Mr Satyabrata Mohapatra was a student of Political Science Department
during 1987-1989 in Vanivihar. He is presently working with State Bank of
India as CGM & Head of Strategic Training Unit, SBI, State Bank Bhavan,
Nariman Point, Mumbai.He writes poems and small pieces of prose, both
in English and Odia.
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As far as memory serves, it was in the winter of
December 2020 that we joined the Postgraduate
Department of Public Administration as a unique
and exclusive batch. It was shortly after the first
wave of COVID-19, and the academic calendar had
already been delayed due to the pandemic.

| was a day boarder residing at Gopabandhu
Chhatrabas (GH-1) within the university campus.
Campus life, despite the uncertainties of the time,
was filled with joy, companionship, and
unforgettable moments. Evening gatherings,
discussions, and interactions with friends soon
became an integral part of our university
experience.

However, after only a few months of regular classes,
the second wave of COVID-19 struck the country.
The lockdown was reimposed, and we all returned
to our homes. Although physically separated, the
friendships we had built in our classrooms, hostel
rooms, and departmental corridors continued to
flourish through digital platforms. We often revisited
our memories and cherished the moments we had
created together.

The classes gradually shifted to online mode, and
even our examinations were conducted virtually. For
most of us, it was our first experience of online
learning and online examinations. Despite the
challenges, there was also excitement in adapting
to this new academic environment and discovering
new ways of learning.

With the reopening of the university, we resumed
our academic life with renewed enthusiasm.
Attendance was never an issue for our batch;
almost every student attended classes regularly,
driven by genuine interest and commitment. During
this period, we organised Teachers’ Day
celebrations in our department, and on that
occasion, | was elected as the Seminar Secretary
with the love and support of my classmates. This
new responsibility made me more mature and

VANI VIHAR:
THE BEST CHAPTERS OF LIFE

Mr. Biswajit Biswal

strengthened the leadership qualities that had
accompanied me since my school days.

Together, we organised numerous programmes,
including Ganesh Puja, farewell ceremonies for our
seniors and our beloved Head of the Department,
Prof. Swarnamayee Tripathy Ma’am, seminars,
webinars, workshops, freshers’ welcomes, and
many other academic and cultural events. Though
we were a small batch in number, we maintained a
significant presence in various dimensions of
campus life and actively participated in
departmental and university activities.

Following the retirement of Prof. Swarnamayee
Tripathy Ma’am, Prof. Padmalaya Mahapatra Ma’am
assumed the charge of Head of the Department.
Alongside the existing faculty member, Dr.
Jyotirmayee Tudu, the department welcomed two new
teachers Dr. Hemanta Kumar Dash and Dr. Pratima
Sarangi both distinguished alumni of our department.
The faculty members were truly inspiring scholars,
many of whom had earned their doctoral degrees
from reputed universities. We remain grateful for their
guidance, mentorship, and unwavering support
throughout our postgraduate journey.

Unfortunately, the third wave of COVID-19 soon
emerged, forcing the university to close once again.
We had planned to organise a picnic-cum-study
tour, but the programme could not materialise due
to pandemic restrictions. Nevertheless, with limited
attendance and necessary precautions, we
successfully celebrated Saraswati Puja, keeping
alive the spirit of togetherness during difficult times.

When the university reopened, the University
Premier League (UPL) brought fresh energy to the
campus. We proved that academics and sports
could go hand in hand. Participating in the cricket
tournament and practising together before matches
became memorable experiences. Our captain,
Badal, led the team with determination and
motivated us to perform our best in every game.
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As the final semester approached, we faced three
major challenges simultaneously: preparing for the
fourth-semester examinations, completing our
dissertation work, and getting ready for the UGC-
NET examination. It was undoubtedly one of the
most demanding phases of our academic lives. Yet,
we persevered and gave our best efforts. Looking
back, it is remarkable to realise that while artificial
intelligence tools have become commonplace
today, we completed our dissertations entirely
through our own research, hard work, and
dedication.

The final event we organised as Master’s students
was our annual function. Soon afterwards, our
juniors hosted a farewell programme for usone of
the most emotional moments of my university life.
Even today, we deeply miss the countless
memories created within the department premises.
For many of us, it had become a second home.

Life, however, had another beautiful surprise in store
for me. After a year’s gap, | returned to my department
as a Guest Faculty member. Even before that, |
frequently visited the department because of its
home-like atmosphere and the continuous
encouragement for academic growth and intellectual
development. Later, | enrolled in the Ph.D.
programme and began my journey as a Research
Scholar. Today, | proudly carry the dual identity of
being both a teacher and a doctoral researcher.

The journey from “Biswajit” to “Biswa” and
eventually to “Biswa Sir” is a transformation that |
shall cherish for a lifetime. It is a journey of learning,
growth, friendship, responsibility, and self-
discovery journey that was shaped and nurtured
in the timeless corridors of Vani Vihar.

Indeed, Vani Vihar has not merely been a university
campus; it has been the place where some of the
best chapters of life were written.

Mr. Biswayjit Biswal earned his M.A. in Public Administration
from Utkal University in 2022. In a remarkable return to his
alma mater, he joined the Department of Public
Administration as a Guest Faculty (Assistant Professor) in
September 2023. He is also serving as an Executive Member
of the Alumni Association of Utkal University and continues
to contribute to the university’s academic and alumni

initiatives.
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GOVERNANCE IN TRANSITION:
ODISHA'S SEARCH FOR A NEW

ADMINISTRATIVE PARADIGM
Ashutosh Das

giﬁi:! A

The change of government in Odisha marked
more than a political transition - it ushered in a
shiftin the philosophy of governance and public
administration. After twenty-four years under
one political dispensation, the new government
came to power promising a departure from
what it described as an overly centralized
system of decision-making, often associated
with the influence of a "super Chief Minister"
and a bureaucracy-driven administrative
structure.

The debate between centralized governance
and decentralized political leadership is neither
new nor likely to end. Critics of the previous
administration argued that excessive reliance
on bureaucratic leadership undermined the role
of elected representatives. Yet, even its
detractors acknowledged that such a model
often delivered swift execution of decisions.
The rapid development of major religious
destinations, expansion of sports infrastructure,
and timely implementation of flagship projects
stand as examples frequently cited by
supporters of the earlier approach.

The present government has consciously
attempted to distinguish itself by emphasizing
broader political consultation and a more
decentralized style of governance. While this
approach has its democratic merits, it has also
raised questions about the pace of decision-
making and implementation. As the
government approaches the midpoint of its
tenure, there is a growing perception among
sections of the public that administrative
momentum has slowed.

Interestingly, many of the senior bureaucrats
who were once criticized by the present ruling

party continue to occupy influential positions
in the administration, in some cases with even
greater responsibilities. This underlines an
important reality of governance: institutions and
experienced civil servants remain
indispensable regardless of political change.
The issue has never been about bureaucrats
as individuals, but about how political
leadership harnesses administrative expertise
to deliver timely outcomes.

It is equally important to distinguish between
governance style and governance outcomes.
The electorate's verdict in the last Assembly
election may not necessarily have been a
rejection of the developmental works
undertaken by the previous government.
Rather, it reflected concerns over the perceived
concentration of power and the political culture
that had evolved over time. The new
administration, therefore, inherited not only the
mandate to govern but also the responsibility
to prove that a more consultative model can
be equally efficient.

Recent policy decisions, particularly in sectors
such as education and livelihoods, have invited
criticism from various quarters, exposing gaps
in planning, stakeholder consultation, and
execution. Such episodes have contributed to
the perception that the government is still
finding its administrative rhythm.

A government elected with a decisive mandate
carries equally decisive expectations. Political
capital earned through electoral victory is
sustained not by intent alone, but by visible
delivery. The challenge before the present

administration is to balance democratic
consultation with administrative efficiency.
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Deliberation is essential, but indecision can be
costly.

As Odisha moves toward the next electoral
cycle, governance will increasingly be judged
not by promises or political narratives but by
measurable outcomes. The government still
has sufficient time to accelerate implementation
and demonstrate that decentralized
governance need not come at the cost of speed
or effectiveness. If it fails to bridge this gap,

the very promise that brought it to power could
become its greatest political liability - not only
in future Assembly elections but also in the
forthcoming Lok Sabha contest.

Ultimately, the success of any government is
measured not by whether decisions are
centralized or decentralized, but by whether
they improve the lives of citizens efficiently,
transparently, and with accountability. That
remains the true test of governance.

The writer is an Alumnus of Utkal University and
XIMB. He is a Public Policy & Administration
Analyst. He can be reached @ 7504455597.
E-Mail:dasasutosh19@gmail.com
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